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OLITICAL ﬂppnrtunﬂm a lack

of representation in the electoral.
| system, and an insensitivity towards

the genuine needs of the common
people of Pakistan, in the past, has

| brought many sorrows upon the
| country. Such a state of affairs -has

also been the greatest source of

' social and political instabjlity. The
- country has experienced dismember-
] ment; insurgencies, and terrorism

caus:ng the destruction of public and
private propert} and innumerable
tragic deaths in many of our major

p cities. Corruption, the source of ali
¥ evils, has becoine institutionalized

and accepted as a norm which is
destroying the very social fabnc of

. the ¢ountry. Yet, there seemstobe a

general apathy and lack of will-
power towards solving of the most
serious social problems in the coun-
try. There is kitle hope of older .
getieration petting-out of the. throes
of despair; they seem to have lost
faith in themselves and their coun

tuals to draw up a long-term salvage
plant that begins ‘with the grass-
roots, and from the schools.

futuze generdtions in Pakistan. We

~ There is siill great hope for the
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prosperity of their country. There

- are many things right from the school
| level that they can participate in to

show the way towards hope, happi-

d ness, and progress. A few of the
{ issues where the schools can a play a

‘pesitive and efiective rolc are discus-
| sed-below.

First, the lack_of general aware-

ness about our énvironment has been -

responsible for the dirt and filth n
the streets, roads, parks and streams

| and rivers. Our rivers are heavily

poltuted, the air that our cihizens
‘breathe contain dangerous levels of
| polfutants, our streets are breeding
grounds for diseases, and our sewer-
age system is failing due to littering
of vegetable refuse, papers, and clo-
"thing.

We recommend that sound prog-
rammes be developed for teaching
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r-youth to take control
1 of their destiny and work towards the

Dr. ‘Ah. Mohammad

~and traimng school children to

actively participate in the improve-'
ment of environment. Nothing conld
be a more effective measare than a
smafl school child discussing with

his’her family the benefits of clean -

‘environment or demonstrating by
"actually cleaning the Jitfer from the
streets, or preventing his collcagues
from littering. The schools can also
give assignments coupled with va-

v mious incentives to their students.
The legacy of povernment misrule -

is manifest in the numerous bouts of
sectarianism and religious hatred,
and exploitation of religion for per-
sonal gains. Playing on religions pas-
sions is perhaps the most dangerous
weapons for undoing any society or
country. There is an urgent need for
preventing efforts to spread religious
hat{ggkin the schools. The schools
WL ¥ rather, teach their students
IP¥rue beliévers of Islam which
teaches self-control, rehgious toler-
ance, discipline, and bortherhood.
We hope that if efforts are taken
now, our future generations can live
together in peace and harmony.
Next, our citizens have little re-
gard for traffic rules which ahs re-

. sulted in numerous accidents and Enss

of life and property as well.as un-
necessary traffic jams. While, au-
thoritics- isswing dnvmg licenses
“should enforce strict traffic rules,

respect for sound. traffic rules must
begin from the schools. Children
should be taught the basic rules such
as crossing the streets, respect for.
traffic signals, driving in one’s own
Jane, staying within speed limits, care

during overtaking, parking in desig- -

nated areas, and above all patience
as a part of driving skills. It is hoped
the young generation who #ill -be
driving with their relatives or 1n other
. public transport, will have a benefr-
cial influence on iheir older drivers.

Furthermore, in recent years,
there has been a serious spread of
drags that not only has given the
country a bad name, but has inflicted

- this addiction upon some three mil-

kol

by

lion Pakistanis. In many western
countries, we have observed the
spréad of drugs even in the junior
sections. Barring a few sporadic

cases, we have so far been spared of -

this curse in our schools. However,
our schools should take preventive
measures right now. Cur students
must be taught the evils of drugs that

- endanger both one’s life and one’s

honor. Sound efforts should be made

-.in the schools to promote healthy -

citizenship, and to prevent the
spread of the unhealthy addictions or

habits.
" Anocther, very sad and dangerous

development, especially in the past
thirty years, is that we have grown
into a nation of self-haters. We don’t
seem to find good in anything. We
are also a people bestowed with 2
highly emotional and short-t ed
mentality. Pakistan has a n:ﬁ'ﬁq
and culture, one of .the most ti-
ful landscapes in the world, produc—

_tive agro-climatic conditions, and 1ts

people are highly industrious. Our
schools must be able to highlight the

positive aspects of our country and’
n a sense of

imbue in our childge]
mr}fidenca self-réspect, and respect
for their culture and country. The
schools can arrange field visits that
will educate ‘the chﬂdren about the
potentials our cuuntry ~POSSEISES.

‘Summer camps can also be organized

for social work in villages and the
remote parts of our country.
Finally, as Pakistan was concetved

_ 1o be 2 land of promise and reward,

and a land of justice, equality, love,
and peace, people see it as their right
to have a decent guality of life and
mudern amenities that should
accompany this. People have the
right to have productive employment
and business opporiunitics; they see

demucracy as the only war for attain- -

ing equality, representation, prog-
ress, and the fulfilment of  their
dreams. Citizens are now asking for
reforms whereby honest, sincere,
educated, enlightened, and up-to-

, date and true representatives of lhf‘
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Soc1al Change Through Schools

penpla are given an opportunity to

curricula, teaching, and students
activities should alt be tailored to

~develop such a democtatic culture }

which demands a sense of responsi-

bility, compromise, and respect for.
others so that when our student,
mature they understand what dcmn- '
cracy 1s afl about, and how we can ..
achieve a truly democratic society. "

The recap, our past icadership has
fatdled mn the proper governance of

the country. They have totally dislo- §

cated our economy and for its ills

they alone are responsible. Yet, the |§

leadership secem to have lost any

workable options to steer the country |

out of its present morass. The
choices seem to be clear: we could

. change the system through a bloody

" serve. We msut develop a democratic’ |
culture right at the school level. Our |

revolution or invite a military dicta-

torship. However,
choices, under the existing circumst-

er dismemberment of the coun-

try. On the other hand, the alterna-

tive to Pakistan’s security is subjuga-
tion at the hands of our adversaries
who are the cnemies of our religion
and culture. We must save the coun-
try or we must perish, We must plan
for laying the foundation of a sustain-

able society and political stability §

starting now for the future genera-
tions.

The schools i in Pakistan must now |

endeavor to take an active role in 'the
transformation of the country.

~would take a little ‘while to bn’ng

back sanity to our politics and. gov-
ernance, but it certainly is a sustain.

‘able and effective way of running the |

country in the future. Patriotic lead-

ership and thinking citizens must

support the schools in providing a
balanced education to the country’'s
children. The schools should develop

sound and practical programmes that |
will imbue in our children a sense of |

responsibility, democratic values,

unity, honesty,

ourselves and in our individual, God-
gifted ablhtlcs

ances, would undoubtedly lead "to’

patriotism, religious |
harmony, and above ail faith in ]
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both  these §




