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Mobile School for the Str_ee;t Children: A New
Paradigm of Non-formal Education
‘Dr. Md. Shairul Mashreque ‘

TREET children’belong to
Slhc category of, the muost

vulnerable chitdren
(MVC This is because they are
poarest of the poor children
living in the corner of misfor-
e Completely detached
lran thae family 4 large contin-
gent of urban poor children in
grave situation find plage in

pwwuvm t lead a misérable
lite i deplorable street situa-
tion. They live ‘on the streel
and nove on in group almless-
Iy is & common urban scene.
They don't eare’ as nobody
cares for them, Are they mav-
crick?

The children on the street
ate migrated from different
places. Thev are misplaced
quite  oblivious about the
places they come from. In fact
they cmme from the fmilics
hard pressed by abysmal
poverty with or without par-
oius. They are struggling for
survival with little of no sense
of right or wrong. They partici-
pate in informal tabour market
as child labour or working chil-
dren. An absence of psycho-
logical supporis and | basic
necessities withstands normal
growth ul'the sireet chitd, They
vt dream of the prospecis
of primary education, Fhe only
way ouwl 1w address their
predicaments is progrimsnatic
intervention through non-for-
mal cducntion,

Mubile school s signiftcamt
s advnamic non-formal insu-

ntion. It runs parallel to the

ancept of moving child -a Ny-
g bird in the environinent he
deeply enmeshed. This is a
lable paradigm for improv-
rstreet situation. As an inno-

-in odd Lmhs thar?

r

vative dpprgdrh mabile school
.hlcmpls 10 draw luge number
ol vagrmifs and child workers

enthusing 1Hem e prsitive:

thinking, It isfespecied 10
erfable.tham v Fam l:-s\uns of
enlu,hl’t_m_d Spviety

The strept t(]'NJdl'Lﬂ ;,u?:i’ht.k
can i.lldl\
bulld human t‘ﬁpll\'ﬂ. Thdy ate
less likely to be c'mpluv d
within the sel wage structitre
compared o adult labodrers.
What they do here and there
around the street cannot be

truly termed as employinent.

Among child labourers well
trained working chitdren other
than street vagrants obtain
access o wage markel. The
involvement of street chyildren
cspecially strect girls reflects
difficulties thevface in going to
work in o proper environiment.

« in fact they are not included dn

measured employment Wien
working, they tre found o low-
paying jobs. As they are paid
[ar below the market rate they
cannot expect to have access
1o sucial security.

Labour market outcames for
the child are affected by gener-
al trends in poverty. Because of
severe income consiraints in
low income couunlries, poor
families may have no choice
but send children to work
rather than to formal school
and the street children have
significant difficulties in find-
ing work. Micro analysjs of the
countryside shows that inci-
dence of migration (- cities
increases when the fmnilies
below poverty line faced
income shocks duc w0 several
antecedents . like  flood,

lenee.

What is contributing tovul-
nerability of sireet child? We
vbserved thar rise in mispliced
children pouring in citles con-
tinue tn add pressure on child
I.nhour markel. Poor aceess
inforaelian  abow

sidy is more than a problem of
“rurdl developrient. Policy fail-
ures have unintended effects
an+tie poor families. Marc

ﬂl institutions  hinder
n$m ingful pariicipation of
1|}e girls,

(-overnmuu——-N(;O collab-
orative venturt in the realm of
non-formal educadon (NFE)—
serves (o addeess 1his state of
vulnerability so far as sirect
child is concerned. Fhe revel-
ing aspect of non formal edt-
cation is mobile school. Fhe
purpose of the moebile school is
1o socialize the sireet children
at different city points wih a

* systematic plan of non- formal

basic educativn. Mobile school
tends 1o make non-formal
agenda fife<oriented. So the
paradigm of mobile school is a
ipackage of animated concepts
commensurale with sireet sit-
uation and community partici-
pation. It professes to fncul-
cate among the most vulnera-
ble children [ MVC) lessons of
good life. This is a contextual
action rescarch imended o
minimize the adverse effects of
urbanization on the street chil-
dren. It is enjoined upon the
voluntary organizddons (o
steer this popular education (o
a success through community
participation.

Speclfic to street situation
mobile school is capable of

reachimg the unreachable as an

picreiine
-deanomc erisls firthe ety

|

appropriate policy advocacy
fur papudar education at the,
basc. Invesunent of resotrees,
both matetlal and human, on
mehile school developmoent, is
a productdve social est-
meni. What is needed is & Iong"’
1ern plan of action keephiff i
mitd the Cimportance  of
human right focuscd—aeting:
ties. For this oul-reach pro
grinmnie 10 become saccesstui

it {s necessary to well inanige
suckal service spectrian, A(
times it is necessary to sensi- .
tize the conmunity su that the
city dwellers in different city
fringes . becomne protagonist
rather than antagonist about
mobile school. In the process
they will become sympathetic [y
to the sireet children loving
then as their own, ]

The imporance of mohile
school can hardly be overem-
phasized in view of the escalai-
ing streel Lerrorism and rising
militancy of extremism. There
is & lurking fear of the subver-
sive activities as the militants
as Invisible forces may strike
any time: There s a possibility
of the street children being
used by these olnjoxious cle-
ments, Only a rapt attention to
the developiment of mobile
schbol putting the street chil-
dren Tirst can make this possi-
bility remote.
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draught, river erosion and vio-
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