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‘Kashem dead’

‘Principal Abul Kashem, founder of
Tamuddun Majlish and a pioneer of
the ‘movement for fecognition of
Bangla as one of the state languages
of Pakistan, died this morning at the
Suslérawardy Hospital in Dhaka, says .

..

ers al home and abroad.

He began his career as a lecturer of
physics at the Dhaka University in
1946 and later made outstanding con-
tnbution in the movement for recog- |
nition of Bangla as one of the state
languages of Pakistan soon after the
independence n 1947. _ I
~ Pnncipal Kashem founded the |
i Tamuddun Maglish on September 1,
- 1947 to pioneer the movement for |
' rights of Bengali language dnd set up *
‘ the Bangla College in 1962. He was |
- .the founder principal of the college.
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He was born on June 20. 1920 at
village Sebundi-Barama under Chan- .
danaish Upazila of the distnct of

+ Chittagong. |

' . life sketch

: . e . \ .
- Eminent educationist. scholar ‘and
“one of the architects of the 1948
language movement. Principal Abul

« Kashem was born on June 20. 1920 in
+ village Sebundi Barama under Chan-

ydanaish Upazila in Chittagong.
 He did his M.S.C. in physics from

Dhaka University in 1945 and got a

First Class First. In 1946, he was’
appointed lecturer in Physics in Dha-

. ka University., ' |
Printipal Abul Kashem was associ-

ated with the literary and cultural |

£

. 7 Abu

i ral st
' a United Front nominee, in 1934,

“While a member of the Legislative :
Asscmbly. he moved a resolution for

| Kashem

‘Principal Abul Kashem was actively
associated with
of founders of Khilafat-e-Rabbani
Party in 1952. He was elected &

member of the provincial assembly as

i e el —

introduction of Bengali as the
medium of education at all tevels.
# . . -

: Mr. Ah'ul' Kashem founded the
Bangla College at Mirpur in 1964 and

became its founder principal. He con-

tinued in that capacity till be retired 1n

. 1981. Earlier. he was Vice-Principal

of Chittagong City night college from
1934, ' |

A prolific writter, Principal Abul

; Kashem wrote pearly 100 books on

education. science. Islam. culture and

politics. These include 40 text books

activities of.the country for long five | op physics and other science subjects

decades. On-September 1. 1947, he

~ founded the Pakistan Tamuddun Ma- -
- He was 71. ' - jhis a ol .
He left behind his wife, six sons, , nsation to mobilise students. intellec-
fdur daughters and a host of a admir- tuals and the people in general for the

jlis a5 a non-political cultural orga-

Bengali language. The same month,

t

of Bengalt as one of the state lan-
guages of Pakistan.

~In the booklet. he also strongly
advocated for Bengali as the medium

its use in the offices’in the then East
Pakistan. besides as one of the state
languages in.the whole of "Pakistan.

“His untiring efforts led to the
formation of thé first state language

He was elected a member of the

~ bly in 1954 as a candidate of the
- United-Front and as a Nominee of
Khelafat-e-Rabbani Party.
. He was  recipient of the Ekushey
- Padak in 1987, Bangla .Academy .
. Award in 1982, Islamic Foundation
- - Medal 1n 1988, €old Medal of Chitta-
.. gong Association in 1988 and Gold
- Medal in a National Reception in
1989. | . ‘
- He authored nearly 100 books in-
.cluding text books on science for, -
1 ypost-graduate students and on educ
' v (See Page 8 Col. 6)
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. " then East Pakistan Legistative Assem-

~ state language and the lingua franca

F
action committee on QOctober 1. 1947
with Mr. Nurul Huq Bhuiyan as the
convener and he himself - as the
treasurer. On December 6. a meeting. |
was held under the presidentship of |

- Prof. Abul Kashem in Dhkaka Uni-

versity. campus. which protested the
resolutton of the edcuation week held !
tn Karacht suggesting Urdu as- the

e

of Pakistan. - 1

A protest procession was brought
out from the meeting which met
Khawaja Nazimuddin, the then pro-
vincial Chief Minister. and other
ministers. Khawaja Nazimuddin gave f
a written assurance to the action’
committee that he would do the need-
ful to introduce Bengali as one of the
stat¢ languages of Pakistan.

Principal Abul Kashem actively
participated tn organising a country-
wide strike on March 11, 1948, to
press the demand for the introduction
of Bengali as one of the staie lan-
guages of Pakistan. As the outcome of
the strike. on the eve of the impend-
ing visit of Mohammed Ali Jinnah,
the founder of Pakistan to Dhaka, the }
"then Provincial Government -had no !
other alternative but to sign an agree-
ment with the action committee on
March 15, 1948 for introducing Ben:

gali as one of the state languages of
Pakistan. _
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published a booklet cntitled. |
! “Pakistaner Rashtrobhasha=—Urdu
" Na Bangla?” demanding introduction

X

of education. court language and for |

i Priin Sy

for college and university levels.

Some ' of his well-known books are,
. “Adhunik Chintadhara™.

~Samaj
 Tata Sahita O Darshan™. “Shnst
Tatta O Allahr Astitta™. Biggan. Bas-
tubad QO Allahr Astitta”. “Qurane
Arthonit®, "Scienceé and Modern
“Thought”,*Universial Ideclogy in the
Light of Modern Thought”. and “Sre:
ni Sangram”. -
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politics. He was one -
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Principal Abul Kashem received a
number of national awards which
include Ekushey Padak in 1987 fg
- Bangla Academy Award in 1952.
Islamic Foundation Padak in 1988, t 7
Pakistan writters guild award in 1964 a
and Chattagram Samity gold medal in
. |988. He was accorded a natwonal
‘reception in Dhaka in 1988 which was
Vattended by eminent scholars and
“litterateurs of Bangladesh and India.
. Body to be taken
,  Bangla Academy
The .body of Principal Abul
Kashem wiil be brought to Bangla
‘Acaderﬁy today (Tuesday) at 9 a.m.
§ far the last glimpse of his admirers
t and well wishers. It will be kept there
- till 12 noon.

I . Death condoled

Adviser for Culture and Food Prof.
lajuddin Ahmed Monday condoled
the death of principal Abul Kashem. a
pioneer of the histonic language
movement,

In a message of condolence he
termed Principal Abul Kashem as 2
- good organiser and said that his con-
tribution in the language movement
| and introducing Bangla i the field of
* education would be ever remembered'
. bv the nation. In his death the nation
| lost a brilliant son. he added.

i~ Prof. lajuddin prayed for the peace

| of departed sou! and expressed his
.sympathy to the members of the
bercaved famulv. .
‘Another report from Chittagong 4
adds: Tamiuddun Majlish Chiitagong *
chapter president Prol. Chowdhury
Shahabuddin Ahmed Khaled and for-
~ mer M.P. Mr. Rafiquliah Chowdhury
- today Monday expressed deep condo-
lence at the death of the language
movement hero  Principal  Abul
Kashem. .
In a joint statement here they said.
the country had lost a pioneer of the
great language movement of 1952 in
the death of Principal Abul Kashem.
They recalled his role in foundmg
; Tamudun Majlis and his contributions
I towards adoption of Bangla in all
spheres of national life, They prayed
fos the peace of the departed soul and
expressed, sympathy with the mem-
bers of the bereaved family.

| Quasem’s death
condoled

The BNP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia condoled the death of
Principal Abul Quasem, a name in the
“language movement and said he had
given lead in the laniguage movement
under the aepis of the Tamaddun
Maijlis reports BSS.

He also rendered important con-
tribution to the concept of Bang-
ladeshi natiopalism as its ardent sup-
porter. she said.

. Begum Zia said the country lost
* patriot and important intellectual
! his death.
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