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. try of the curse of Hliteracy. It was

one of the 19-point programme of a
previous government, The present
govermment “has its own commit-
ment to'f1d the country of the curse
of illiteracy. On the other hand, the
different Ministries of the Govern-
ment and the Public Corporations of
Bangladesh have a lot of informa-
tion to disseminate to the members
.{ of the public. The.two objectives are
1 quite distinct from each other, yet
they are related and. can be inte.

'} grated for €conomy, efficiency and

results. This is for the reason that
WE cannot disseminate information
to an uneducated people and there
. 15 1o point in making people edu-
. Cated if they are not served with
1 -information.” T

" The integration of education and

Information has become of critical
importance for Bangladesh, which is

‘one of the poorest countries in the -
world-with the ‘highest concentra-

_ tion. of people. Bangladesh is at a
historic stage when'its people must
. be convinced that probably they are
100 many in their small geographic
area -and when they must be jp.

formed op agriculture, industry, g

J health, hygiene, science and tach-

nology, etc. so that they may fuily -

participate in the economic develop-
‘ment of their country. -
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= Both the USSR, and China

took the minimum of twenty years
10 achieve mass literacy. In the
U.S.8.R. it warranted the prom-
ulgation of a decree, ¢stablishment
of- an "Extraordinary Commission

HE Government of Bangladesh .
- A& 15 committed to ride the coun-.

.
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_-ﬁth informgtinn, says the author in this cdﬂﬂnding part of

the article.

and wide-scale caﬁlpa'ign_ In China -
.1t came through the establishment of

“literacy centres everywhere and:

through (a) continous -efforts for .
complete eradication of dliteracy,
(b) gradual upgrading of ' leisure- -

time education and vocational train-

ing and (c) education for socialism”, .

In Baagladesh, too, probably we
shall be required to make 3 . Sus-

- tained - effort for 5 long time to

eradicate illiteracy. |

Sustained- effort must be sup-
ported by adequate organizational
arrangement for the eradication of
Uliteracy. The Ministry of Educa-
tron took up the programme of mass
literacy under a previous Govern-
ment and the programme was piven

to the district administration. A post’
- of Additional Deputy Commission-

er (Literacy) was created to admi-
nister the mass literacy programme

in the district in Co-Operation with"

the- district officials and the Union

- Council Chairmen. The government

also- printed reading materials for

the mass literacy programme. That

was a wrong decision—the Ministry
of Education cannot absolve jiself of
1ts responsibility to educate people.

Illiteracy, as stated carlier, is the
result of lapses in our formal educa-
tion and should be taken care of by
non-formal education, but whether
it is a-problem of formal education
-Or non-formal edpcation, jt shouid

& ‘t_ure .

be 'a total. responsibility of the *
Mmistry of Edueation. If we have

permanent institutions, that is,
schools, for formal educatidn, we
should also have permanent instifu-
tons for non-formal education be-
cause the neo-literates will be re-
quired to be kept literate and in-

tormed for all time to come. These .

permanent - institutions for non-

. formal education of the masses
‘would be the literacy centres ‘and

could be shaped as public hibraries.
And these public libraries for the
non-formal education of the masses

try of Education.

- should be established by the Minis-

Sin¢e our appréach to the prob-
lem of illiteracy is based on the

'~ integration of education and :in-

formation, and since the problem is
a gigantic one, we think that there
should be a' Directorater .of Mass

. Education to tackle the problem.

The Directorate wouwld have A% its

target the problem of illiteracy and

€ tool with which it would hit the

. Problem would be ruraj public lib-

raries. These rural public libraries
would serve as' the centres for

- education, information and cultural .
activities for the village - people.

These centres would organize mass

~literacy classes, lectures on agricul- -
dustries, health,
‘hygiene and other topics refated to

Tural

national development.*Ag matter

<public,

of fact, these rurat public libraries
tural centres for the
village people. '
The Directorate’s activities would
cocompass the activities of all the
nistries, Butitisnecessmythat
the Directorate be under the Minis-
iry of Education. But since our
public libraries.are under the Minis-

try of Education, the directorate -

. could also be called the Directorate

of Public Libraries. And in that case .

our public Libraries would only be |

performing their traditional, normal
and natural functions jn response to
a historic call for mnass -education

. and disseminating infdrmation

The necessity of having more
public libraries including the ones in
the rural areas is not a new idea. In

an excellent work entitled ‘Public ™™

Libraries in East Pakistan’® Mg
M.A. Syed highlighted this necessi-
ty back in 1968, and linked it with
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the development efforts of the Gov- -

“mment. Every government has felt
this need. : |
 More public libraries, besides

. promoting education, would also
Promote publishing industry. There

is 2 triangular problem in publishing

Industry of the country. Writers do.

ot feel encouraged to write books
because they do not find publishers.

publish books because they do not
find booksellers (publishers do -not
always sell books to individual
buyers). Booksellers say books do
not sell-very few people buy books.
In the circumstances, the only way

to boost publishing industry in the

Publishers do not feej encouragedto
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country would - be to have more

public libraries that -woyld buy .

books for the members of the

]

i

.._"Il.!-l.-.l--iw:._' "

£ :'.".ILIF.‘




