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e sy er sy oo T B el " Rod Bolitho is considered to be the EINSTEIN of ELT Qw:mmwr Language Teaching) ‘vho came to Bangladesh in last January to
oM ey T attend an INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE on N ational Q:Q. International Issues in ELT. Here he presented the keynote

- . speech on ‘Good Language Teaching and Good Language Learning”. He also conducted a workshop on "Language Awareness for
Teachers and Learners.” Those who have attended his presentations were simply captivated by his depth of knowledge and
who missed this opportunity need a little introduction. Rod Bolitho is the director of the Educational
i R Centre of the University College o f St Mark & St John, UK. In his career Mr Bolitho has been the director of the innovative
Te o sl EFL Section at South Devon College of Arts to Technology and Director of Studies of the Bell School, CAMBRIDGE. He has
been Chief Examiner for the RSA Dip. TEFLA. He has had nearly 30 years experience as an ELT professional with world-wide
experience of ELT projects. During the conference from YEP talk Ms SYEDA NASRIN Eﬂ.@m had an elaborate discussion
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........ you get teachers who feel completely confident with the world outside. Il you speak to someone in m_.;ﬁz, about the! "~ YEP:: Do you have any suggestions for the young teach-

ers?

RB; Well, the young teachers are the future of English
language teaching & 1 think whatl's really important for all
of the young leachers is to have confidence & belief in what
they are doing & never siop learning. Always be a learner
because as long as you are a teacher you arc also a learner &
thal applies to the English language teaching but it also
applies to cducalion generally. Never believe that you know

hartal, they simply do not know.what it is but here ev-|
erybody knows what it is. So, the important thing is being
able to switch [rom the regional variety for local commu-
nication to the intérnational variety for external com-
munication and the problem I believe at the moment is that:
many people here are not aware that their language is a’
‘regional variety which is not completely intelligible
ouiside Bangladesh. |

English language and from everything that I have heard at
i (A & SR g i Lhis conference there is a real need for improvement of
| e S B s~ Y 3 W English among the teachers of English. I the teachers
B i 2 N B ¥ (hemsclves don't fecl confident in English, how can they
Ll "SREHETERNE S LN PR T o) - possibly deliver the courses to their students and improve
. . . %o 8 (heir language? |

' YEP: Do the local teachers who teach English as a foreign
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o _ language need to go through proper (raining ajter thelr
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YEP: Would you please _highlight what kind of provisions
you will have for our national curriculum?
~ Rod Bolitho (RB): What it seems to me at the moment is
that it is imporiant, may be for teachers to be able to help

basic course/degrees in uRiversities or can they directly set
out to teach? .

REB: No, | mean | don't think they can because it seems to
me that in a degree-course you concentrate on the subject,
you concentrate on the content. S0, specially in English
they concentrate quite a lot on literature and the only way
they are golng to become teachers if they also have some
kind of posti-graduate {raining in methodology and the
bastes of teaching. So, they need to understand what edu-
cation is about. In addition to the basic knowledge of the
language they will need the skills of teaching the language.
And the skills of teaching a language in a communicative
way can not be taken for granted. They have Lo be trained.

YEP: You mean, they should really be up-to-date.

RE: Yes. and really up-to-date as now we are talking

YEP:: You are saying that a compromise is possible, but
how? | | o

RB: The compromise is possible il people are aware of the
need Lo switch. For example, you are talking to me now and
you have to communicate with me as an Englishman
— now, if you use only the reglonal variety, [ will not un-

derstand exactly what is because there are so many things

in the regional variety which are either out of date or local
words. And so, educaled people are mostly in a positlon Lo
make that switch [rom local to international but 1 don't
think it's true of the population in general. So, in the En-
glish classes in schools they need to be made aware of the
difference between local and international English. There
are plenty of regional varielies of English around the world
which co-exisls very happily with the inlernational
English. | »

it all because you never do.

who are established in Bangladesh — remember Lo nurture,
& look-afier the next gencration because they are the future
of English language teaching and the biggest gift that you
can give the kids in Bangladeshi schools is to help develop
the new generatlion of teachers who will be the future of
Bangladeshi English language teachers.
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YEP: Any suggestions for the experienced ones? .
RB:And for the most experienced Leachers, the people

YEP:: Here we have a general belief, a teacher should give
and spoonfeed. The teachers have difficulty in convincing
guardians and school authorities that a teacher can only

provide the environment but it's the students who have to
lecarn & be selfreliant. Would you please say something?
RB: Sure, maybe I can jusl give you somc confuslon wis-

about international perspective, not only within the coun-
try. It seems to me that you may need to look at progranimes
like the ones the Open University is offering, like the
Bachelor in ELT, BELT. And it seems 1o me opportunitics
are beginning to be offered to Bangladeshi tcachers. May be
more should be known about these opportunilies.

YEP:: In this conference much has been tallkked aboul the
regional and the international English. Do you think a

compromise is possible between the (w07 *
RB: Sure. What seems important to me is that this re-

dom here. ‘ _ .

The Chinese philosopher once said, "I 1 find a man
hungry and give him some bread and ! give him some {ish ~—
then | feed him for a day but il 1 teach him how 1o fish ] fced
him for a lifetime. The teacher's responsibility is the latter
— not the former. Thal is they have the responsibility Lo
equip the learners with the mentalily and the atlitude Lo
life which enables them Lo go on exploring and always to be
critical and always o ask questions. So, 1 think, one of the

learncrs to become citizens of Bangladesh. So, that means
taking responsibilily that means the learners must think.
So. in the curriculum, what 'd like to see in any society, 1s,
material which provokes the students to think critically
‘and not just simply be parrotls. what I'm looking for there
is, teachers developing skills to promote critical thinking
in the students and 1 think you can do that in a curriculum
"and 1 think you can write an objective for critical thinking

it o curriculum.

YEP:: Would you please comment on the conference we
have just attended? |

RB: The biggest thing that struck me about the conference
is that 1 have very much valued all of the talks-that [ had
with people In between the sessions. All of the talks were
very very nice and ] learned a lot from thal about the
nmzn_m:__anm :ME in Bangladesh — the difficulties that you
; . internat | perspective is nece are Tacing with English language teaching & in particular 1
nm.ﬂﬁww H%auﬂw:mhwmmﬁmwmz mationd’ persk sional English is a rich varicty of English. This reglonal ~ Was struck by the cnergy which people are now prepared o problems is that ihe teachers here arc trapped (may be) in
S REB, The international dimension is'very impotlantiand = English can quite bappily co-cxist, side by side, with an  Invest into changing things. S0 people here at the confer-  this "giving’ role. You can give but at the sometime you can
mm%ﬁ:ﬁ_#?.ﬂ.__ mationaligungiculum. 1 thinke-dl .ﬁ.m.rﬂuuﬁﬁﬁmmwu@..‘._._w.Hﬁﬁnﬂwﬂﬁ_ﬂcﬂﬁ .version of EnglishizThe problem is that,. .«-ence are the converleds, so. thesconverteds now 5&&@%@@@.Qﬂhﬁﬂﬁmwﬂ.ﬁm. helping peeplg.. Ldon't,know, 1 4y 1o practice what 1,,
take accounl ot the fact that:English, is an Eﬁmwmm__m__cz& - pegple; the teachers and the students need Lo know the dif- - preach. 80,1 hope that in my workshops at the conference,
o B | ~ foranee between the regional variely and the internatiorjal

& work with the ones who ‘are not converted. If everypody

says. "I should do somelhing positive” theri' they are going to * [or example, I did both things which was glving but also -

tanguage and not just a local variety. | - | . e ni 8 . | |

.w._wm,m So. what .wﬁ:n of teachers’ training we need? * yvariely. Very common examples were glven i one of thly m.hr_nﬁn..m_cﬁﬂ?ﬂm but if everybody leaves just simply provoking people Lo think and involving people. So, its the

. Ac (ar ac teacher-tralmng m.nﬁnﬁ:m is concerned §t] workshops here — that in international English we do noy mmﬁzm they should, a_ﬁm govt of Bangladesh should, learners who have to think in future — let the teachers help -
e P VOTRSIIOPS 5= = S e miscreant or dacoit or local stalis- \ gomebody . else should” — then they don't take re- the learners to think. Do hol spoonfeed. Spoonfeeding is ng-
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