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The 1mage that Blake and Wordsworth had bullt lof,th :

 child in the early romantic 19th century has long been blown -

'to bits-by the late 20th century realities: The spht-up into
first, second and third worlds of wbat.had been eeonomrcally

. one world has made a lot of différénce, so far as children’s

fate and world is concerned The disparity in économiic terms
has simply snowballed over the years between these divided

' worids within the world. If Wordsworth blithely sang of the

Intimations, of Imrnortalrty of the ehrld the leading modern
"-concern has been his mortality. It is thanks to the UNICEF ¢

~ that children in the Afro-Asian world have started receiving,
. some -attention -from it and the wor]d and- the former has

been instrumental in bringing mto foeus this most compas-
sionate third world problem. . 5
. Speakrng for ourselves, a glum recent UNICEF forecast
s that one million chrldren will die of malnut:nnon ina matter
ofa decade: or so. In the countries: in the same’ economic.

| Eroup across Asia or in Africa the same klnd of thing is bound

to happen Simply. food shortage and 2 perpetual famine -

situation, made worse-by factious politics, "have reduced

q_*,eountnes like Ethiopia.and parts of Sudan to morgues for

: children. Picutres of skin-and-bone children and mothers
‘published in journals vivify.this endemic Affican misery. If.
drought .and famine has “created this _position in Africa,
Bangladesh’s problem has beern - floods and erosion, and

1 ever- shnnkmg land for a pOpulatron that has trebled over the -

past two deeades and IS set to be quadrupled by the year ¢ -
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To. return 10 the one mrllron that rs doomed About

. 4!5ths of these children. belong to . the - - middie-income, -

J

1lower-mrdc:lle-rneorne and ﬁrrther-lower meome or no--
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, income groups. Undemourishment is 2 common fact of lifein -

1 most of Asia and Africa. Children suffering from i it constitute
" about 95% of the total child: populatlon The worse fact is"

{ that medicare provided either by UN health agencies or

" national and internatinal- institutions may, cure ‘a child of a°
disease for the time berng But such help provided even on
f the most generous scale, is. no solution to the problem (child .-
undernounshment disease and death). A diarrhoeal chrld
 patient, for instance; will have a relapse—and he will not’

1 survive'a thrid attack even if he has .a second one. Thus

medicare worth crores of dollars or Taka gato waste creatrng
an rllusron of - cure- or relief. -

The problem is. poveny,—the gnnr.hng Afro-Asran
poverty. About. whrch the new-born states , talk but do-
+ nothing. So. long as you -do nothing to allevrate poverty
" neither will chtldren cease 10 die, nor adults scarping adiving -
will be able to- provide any protecnon for. them Soaring
_ inflation, hrgher prices of consumer goods, eompnnded byno
jobs for - mcreasmg numbers of. youths and no growth 1n
production of goods and services wiil keep turnmg rncreasrng-
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' ly larger urban and rurai areas into real and potentral slums
. breedmg dlSBESB &l‘ld death 3 '5“'= SRR t g :

"It is a pity that childcare, clnld drsease or mortahty strll
remains chiefly a-clinical proposrtron As a clrnrcal answer
- -will not solve the problem as long as the quahty of life stays

o where it'is, < q,llrﬂd 2'had !lo*be tontéived asa thrn“g‘"ii“tncli“

¢-larger: than thls fFor;E;fg ’thhrng, the ein'lcf E?nggyfrs the. adult
Jrof tomorrow—to be erther afseholar, -a teehnocrat—-—-or a

 hijacker. That extended view of a ehrld‘s life must be the web
¢ and woof of the concept . of - saving chrldren e as a_
tdevelopmg eountryt--and others across the spectrum from

Bangladesh 10 Sudan or Ethlopla are yet to understand it
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