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HERE is a r.:ry all over the
wurld in favour of mass educa-
t:nn and some world organisations
have declared the year 1990 as an
International Literacy Yéar just to
give an effective drive to this be-
nevolent movement.

The common popular term ‘litera-
cy. generally stands for one’s ac-

‘quaintance with the three Rs. read-
"ing, writing and .arthmetic. Or, in
" other words it means one’s capacity
| to read and write in one's mother
tongue or national language and to.

effect mathmetical . calculations.
According to UNESCO, a person is
fiterate when he can read and write

| and knows enough mathematics

“for effective” functioning in his
group or community and is capable

of using these skills towards his own:

or -community development™.

. As illiteracy aggravates poverty,

and stands in the way of one’s

{ participation in politics and useful
projects and hampers the develop-
‘ment of an individual, it is consi-

dered to be a curse fnr all practu:al
purposes. There are many instances
of frauds committed in rural areas of
Bangladesh which show how illiter- |
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Educatlon For All

Prmmpal

of further education in all _spheres of
life. The UN General Assembly in
1948 adopted a resolution on Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Raghts

according” to which every one has -

*he right to have education 1.¢. any
itizen in any state has the right to'

. vave education. This gives the re-

sponsibility of education to the state
to which he belongs.

As a mater of fact, every state has
its programme “for primary educa-
tion in consonance with the spirit of

‘this resolution of the UNGC but the

success depends more on the atti-

“tude and cooperation of the public

ate poor people are often cheated '

with their thumb impressions on
documents which have no reference
to the reality of transactions. As a

matter of fact education for literacy.

in a sense may be construted as

‘primary education which is the basis
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than on governemnt measures.
Hence, tn spite of UNQ's stress on
education and individual stdte’s me:
asures for primary education, yet
the absolute number of illiterates
continues. to grow' because of
population boom in our country and
in similar other underdeveloped
countries of the world,

in our country, as we find, the
famlly planning is not yet fuaction-

1ing satisfactorily among the pnﬂrer

classes including those living in slum
areas of the city dwellers. In view of
the imperative necessity for mass
:ducatmn the Bangladesh the gov-
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ernment has recently as free upto’

class VIII jevel.

_Cooperatmn
The President in his recent public

meeting has appealed to the public

of offer their full hearted coopera-

-tion in sending their' children to.

- schools. Because, without hanging
the attitude of the masses in-favour
of *‘education as the best investment
in human resources’, the success of -
the projects of mass education can-
not be ensured, The Ministry of
Education already took a project of
mass education for three years
(1986-89} and provision of sufficient
amounts of money was also made in
the budget as well. But it 15 not
-known whether all the momey could
'be fruitfully utilised. within the spe-
‘cified time.. There are sixtyeight
thousand villages with about forty-

four .thousand and five hundred

primary schools. Even now there
are about twentythree thousand and
five hundred villages where there
are no primary schools.
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:schools, most are non-government,
Jlacking in qualified teachers, and in
useful materials for students and
teachers.

Again, even in most of the gov- ]
" ernment primary schools Whlth are

not attached -or close to high

schools. punctuality &nd regularlty
'in attendance on the part of teachers
is found wanting. The present sys-

tem of appointment of local persons| .
in such schools is oné of the n'n:eun1
. causes of 5uch a situation. Many

teachers are 'mostly found engaged
'in_their personal domestic affairs.
.Effectie supervision of their work is

also found lacking. f

i~ Under-the auspices of such orga-
'msauuns as the UNDP, UNESCQ!

UNICEF, -the year 1990 has been
declared to be the litaracy year and
an International Seminar on educa-

tion for all will be held in Bangkok

.in March 1990, among nine.coun-}

tries of South and Middle Asia.

Prior to this, there are provisions forj
holding nine regional ‘conferences

among these nine countries. In re-

sponse td this, such a three days'|

Conference on ‘Education for all’|;

.was_held at Dhaka recently.
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The conference was mauguarated

~ This unduubtedly hampen:d the 'h)' the Pfﬂﬁldﬂ‘nt

progress of primary education as

_contemplated by the government 10 ¢ 3lread
bnng to schnﬂl at Ieast 70 p ¢ of of

said that meastires had

“Bduction for all™.
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_ch:ldren between 6-10 years of age. f;
Again out of the existing primary |

y been taken to reach the gnal =,
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