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THE ROLE OF INTEGRATED

- NON-FORMAL EDUCATION

PFIOGRAMME IN COMBATING
~ILLITERACY .

i ~  Khandoker Shahidul Islam.
1_ : Executive Director

integrated Non-Formal Education Programme

;Aceerdlng to the 1981
population census of
f Bengladeeh the literacy rate
of the age group 7 + and
y above is 32 4%. The rate of
 Iteracy tor male is 38.9% as'

against 25.5% for females. . .

With the above statistics itis

| therefore imperative that in-

¢ order-to reach the goal in
development :a massive

]literecy drive has to be

pleunched

For_ this reason NRE
actwltles!pregramrnee are
"being: developed * to

. complement and strengthen

%the etforts in the education
“gystemn. Thus & nation wide
- programme of mass literacy-

¢ cumeadult education for the

, 11-45 group was launched

. in February 1980. The

! programma continued upto

March 1982 and despite its
[eeciet and developmentai
needs it was -suddenly
abandoned. Iy 193‘.? a three
year mass - gducation
programme(MEP)
infrdduced at 202 thanas,

—_—— - —

, EFA  held

" achieving the jong

was .

| hterecy rate of the 11-45 age .

group from 30% to 60% by
the year 2000.

In the world conference for
_ (in Jomtien,
Thailand March 1980
Bangladesh was a signatory

and stands committed for

énsuring. education for all by

the year 2000. But in order to

‘achieve the-objectives of
- UPE/EFA by 2000 non-
formal education activitias
will have to be introduced to

go hand in hand if education

is to reach the doorstep of

every citizen. With this end in
view the Gowvi. of Bangldesh

in 1982, launched CPE and-

from 1991 a 3 year pilot
project for Expansion of

_Ihtegrated Non-formal’
Educatio~ Programme. This.

is a first step towards
term

objective of making NFE a
complementary process in

the - strategy of human. -

resource development. in

Bangladesh. The INFEP will
provide 'school

-

L._.

years olds, functional literacy
“for adults coaltinuing
education for nee-llteretee
etc. . -

Apprepnete curnculum and
institutional materials by
- experts from GO/NGO of
-NFE have been develeped

'NFBE for 6-10 and 11-14

. ordinator is responsible for
supeyvision and.

0.7 .JAN {984

components, Each centre
has 30 learners and one
. {acilitator., For every 15
.centres there is a
supervisor. The district co-

overall
evaluation of the literaly
programmes at the grass-

root level. For every
01_: being deveiof::d Lor: d"’r‘e”r . component at least 50% of
the components. the cenires are ‘for

INFEP. The materials which

o have been developed so far

are primers, teachers quide,
teachers training l_'ner]_uel

&

supetvisors ‘manual etc. All

- teleavant
inciuding” ~ teachers,
supervisors and all those
lwho . are
imparting literacy are given
patticipatory training,

At present literacy

‘programmes under INFEP

are bing implemented in

. selected 69 thanas for the |
- pré-primary,

primary,
.+adolescent and adult Ilterecy

. ‘personnel,

involved in

girls/iemales. Also at least
50% of the facilitalors are
women. -

Both the :campaign and
programme approches to
develop and implement NFE
will be tried ouf in 64 pilot

- centres situated within 10
specially selected- model
gach

thanas - 2 in

administrative division.
"INFEP is considered an
experimenal and bridging
project which depending on

its ‘achievemsnts by 1995 .is .

likely to lead to a larger
project tremtgeﬁ "

The present terget ef Itterecy pmgre:’nme of INFEP 1S :

1.,...':3""'

' Component Na.ettne:atga Nsuszt_eﬂm
1. Pre-primary - 75,000 _2500
2. Basic - 1,£0,080 5000

. 3. Adolascents *3,00,000 . 1000
4. Adult -

a). Gowt., pregremme . 2,00,000 7240

b) Private or NGO 5.00,000- 1000

_ programme - '

5. Continuing Education ’ . .
(ter newly lrterte person}- . 690

(éstablishment of libraries at 69 thanas)

Prellminery werk}actwtttee

.above programmss.

. ‘have been to leted fer the

!ﬁe ebLe_ct wee te relee thel t' DICE eredneee educetten \

r

nurnber of rttrteretej; of the

" country this figure may seem
. very small ndeed, never the
r less it Is a begrmng and its

+8UCCass is very rrnpertant to '

| a bigger thrust.

i IThe ilife time/duration of

- INFEP is upto 1995 and the
literacy programmes may not

brlng about .any major

rrnprevernents in the rate et

—_———— -~ T

- NFE sectors. Meanwhile it is

Considering.

Htereey in Bangladesh. But
world Bank and Asian
Develepment Bank have

expressed their offer of
financial assistnace in the

expected that INFEP will :
. play a elgmfrcant role fh the

develepment of. future |
| trterecy pregremmee }
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