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in development Khaleda .-

CHITTAGONG, Feb. 6:—Prime

Minister Begum -Khaleda Zia today.
. attached importance to eéducation.
~ saying it had -no alternative and the
« nation was lagging behind because of

" low ‘literacy," reports B?S.- -
“We all are victimslof .poverty,
superstltmns exploitation and de-
pnvauun Therefore, -it is urgent to
raise the.rate of our literacy to end
poverty explmtstmn and  depriva-
tion. "Education alone can infuse

d}'nam:sm in the nat:nnal develop- .
i ment”,

she said.
Begum Zia, who is ‘also the Chan-

cellur of the Unijversity. of Chitta-

" gong, was addressing as chief éu::st at

% the first ever convocation of the 28
‘\yesrs history of Chittagong Umvers:-

\EE here this. noon.
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®The Prime Minister; attlrcd in blue:

gown, led the colourful convocation
procession. She also conferfed .gra-
duation and post graduation degrees
to:aver 72,000 students of the Uni-
versity from Academ:c Yéar 1968 to

. 1982

Begum- Zia' undersmred the need -

for smeadmg ‘the light of education

listed the measures undertaken’ by

o
1o help, s >lve national problems. She

nede for us”; she said. ¥~ - |
“The Prime Minister ss:d “if we
place the interest of the country at’
the top of everything, inspired with
patriotism and nationalism, then In-

sha-Allah, we will be able to attain "

the expected progress of the country.
Begum Zia described the Port City

-Chittagong as “the birth place of -

- twelve -saints and said the ‘war of

the present democratic govefnment -:
- the citizens of an mdependent*and
suvcre:gn Bangladesh. s

to “infroduce an education system
suitable for a develupmg indepen-

.derit nation.
- -“If we can work relentlessly with,

smeenty at’ least.-for. a decade by

‘maintaining social peace and stabil-:
- ity, then it is not impossible to turn |
the country into an” Asian gr‘uwth.
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A -cance of the Port City

independence was declared from this

city and that was why we were now

- She also highlighted . ths,;slgmt' I-
and _Chitta-

.gong University and recalled ths
.contributions of the.;tsseh :isnd

¥

..'students of the Unwerslt in 7 the’
cnuntr}' 5 mdependcncc an d:mu-
.cratic movement, AR
- The Prime Ministér. called upon
the -intellectuals, spema]ly the
“ feachers -and’ the studentsito’ play
- their role in flourishing the d:mncra-

e

-tic values. She said there ,was now

' -demiocracy and absolute fre:dum of
expression -in the cnuntry.— s
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University - urged : ithe: -recipients ‘of
| degrees from the Unwcrslty 10 lcsd
the socio-¢conomic d:vclopment of
» the country. . ety

. “We have to build the. muntr)‘ mtl}
firm  determination. Weihave to |
. make use of the re-establishment of

, democracy in the country.! We Rave.
‘to” discard the colonial - sdsas and

See Psgs Iﬂ Col. 4

CU convocatlon
.- From " Page fﬁold D
thnughts she told the. graduatcs

- wished ‘their success. %
‘The Prime Minister expressed h:t

optimism that thé pr:valhng conge-

nial academic environmentiin the

campus would be mamtamed in the &

days ahead.

Former Vice-Chancelior of Cl'ntta-
'gong’ University and an. interna-
-tionally reputed historian Professor
' Abdul Karim preserited the convoca-

tion speech. Vice-Chancellor of the -
. University Professor Rafiqul®Islam
'Chowdhury and Pro-VvC M :Badiul
" Alam also spoke.£* :+ Sl

Thie Prime Minister aisn can{srrcd

."Ph.D. degrees to a number,of post-
f graduate students and handed over

-1gold medals to the™ rcmptents of
"} - Chancellor Award

1 Education Mlmst:r 4 ?;Bamster

w, Jamiruddin Sircar, E.ncrgy Mlmstq

amid applause and - clappings’ qand :-
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Dr Khandoket Mosharr _IHussmn. -

Membeis  of
thousands of studsnts ‘attended the

vsrslty wore a. fssu 1ﬂuk';};_.

- _._,..._.___,_..__-_ __.-". = - ..'

‘Parliament: %g and

first ever convocation of the Chitta— '-
gong University. sThETEntlre Uni-.
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