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5 Education is traditionailyy
1 regarded as a social obligation ut1
late. it has come to be deemed as
an essential pre-requisite in the
process of the development. u
Countries which have made rapid
economic and social progress are
significantly those that have de-
voted a great deal of altention ta
edocation.
Education is 4 investment and
a pre-condition to improve the
conditions of backward sections.
Fducation is a must and right
of u-citizen. The constitution of
Bangladesh stipulates for {ree and
compulsory education to all:
children up to an age as may he-

determined by eduocational au-

. thonties for removal of iliterucy

from the country. It urges um-
form. mass-oriented universal

systemn of education suited to the,
. needs of society and producing
properly trained and motivated
citizens. -

All citizens, should be af-
 wpeation, at least, an open door
" 4 education policy upto the prunary

} level. Education must be respon-

and will prepare students for fu-.
ture productive employment. It
should be geared ap to tarn out

unemployment.

Emgphasis -on vocational and
technical training should be lud
down. Community Luboratories
and workshop and improvement

- of school and college laboratories
intensification and practical
courses will go a long way to

(. Ingprove the guality of education.
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forded opportunity for formaul ed- |

sive to the needs of the nation

skilled personnel and nod edueated

education system- with 46 thou- "
sand primary schools alongwith
19,5000 teachers have the poten-
tiality. of imparting educatton Lo
most of the children (6-10 years)
and their right to a minmum
formal education 1 the country.
In 1990, the number of govt. and
non-govt. primary schools was
37.616 and Y000 respectively. On
the other hand, the number ol
govL. primary school was 39
thousand and non-govt, prunary
school was 29694 in 1947, In
1948, the number of tota] school l
going students (both sex) was 39
Jakh 79 thousand which in turn
dizas now meressed o 1 erore 44
aklt 97 thousind studenls n
Bingdadesh. ‘The oumber ol pri-
- mary schuol was 290 and the to-
tal number of school gomg stu-
Cdents (both sex) in proman
 sehoo! was 87 lakh 97 thousand
830 in 1970. In spite of [8% al-
location in the Tirst five year
plan. 47% in the second Jive year,
plan and 46% in the third live §
year plan respeetively for pronuy
education, out of the total autlay
for educalion sector. -universal
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o primaryeducationprograning has, o

i notperformed and upproved gatis-,
actorily. All the previous plans
and progranunes indicate about
non-formal cducation as an alier-
native delivery system for provid-
ing education and skill rmning to
the vust multitude of illiterates
who are oulside the purview of
formal cducation frame of-the
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effurts has yet heen made Lo phn
and tnplement a comprehensive
PrOZramme on non-furmal eduit-
tion. There is a project which has
come resemblances of pon-fermal
cducation. is the center hased
adult literacy aclivities conducted

. throush Mass Education project

that was launched in FOR(L dis-
| 1082 and revived
ayan in. {987 )
hEﬂlIL’llill‘lH 1~ bhwe .
“well as foundation v a nation. 1l
o nation is to be nproved and
self-depended through mass ori-
ented education we must emphit-
sis on implémention of the nm-
versal and compulsary primary
education. Primary educatian 15
(the {oundation of education sys-
lem in any couniry. As moch as

bock bonie as

the {oundation ol any cOBmry 18 ..

so strong. that vountry, will be .
able to build np so muoch ¢p--
livhtened -citizen in futare. I
'p;imury education is to be made
upiversil and compulgory. o lew
practical measures muosi be taken

"’ such as: {(a) the number ol pri-

miary education school will he in-
creased i accordinee wilh the
ratio o population in the coun-
iry: (h) the non-govt. prmary
schools which are sull now ne-

slected will have to be upgraded .

ancd the payscale and other al-
TJowances ol the teachers al these
schools are to be Tinalised very
soon for gearing up the acitivities

- of the school well (¢) a necessary
sleps have toche  taken in this
I coptext so that the guardians can
- send their chikiren o school. {d)
I required. dhe Jocat govi. admin-
istration will have tohe empow-
ered to enlorce moral and social
oblization on the guardians lor
implementation-of ths principle.
A social movement. and a
comprehensive publicaty <hould

E be Linnched o motivate the foeal
leaderships dn:the remole corner
w0l the ﬂi]l_uggagi that they can §

create Yeal d8nsciousiess on the
universal education among the
commuon péople. The above
mentioned steps may be Liken 1n
a well-planned way so that the
cducation can borensured by the
year 20000 The main reason and

)

myary education is the inequitable

%_,.gﬂj_uluru of formal aystem and 18

~inelliciency and-inability to reach,
and olfer the vast- majority of the

§ pcuplcffml'ur:‘nih estimated 1.51

crore primary age group children
. (6-10 years) about 1.’-'1411:11111: e
' crirolled in 1990 leavindaanother
' '37 Jukhs outside the purﬂq}‘w of
L ormal schooling. While thees-
{.timutcd erogs enrolment rate 1
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about 74 pervent and almost 6y
pereent of them drops oul. the <
lurge oreanised system produced

an vutput of mere around 25 per-
cent of the enrelled children who
years cycle.
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complete the 3

Wastaee is alarming. Out of an 'f_
estimuted 4.80 crore adojescenis, "
youth and adult, representing lht:; ;
most productive age-group of F

papulation ahout 3.4(0) crore are
ifiiterates.” ~ . -
The percentage of illiteracy
increased from 78,90 pe. o 82.39
. percent during 193 L-01 and en- -3
ralement in primary schools rose
from 26 Jukhs 1o 60 lakhs be- l
(ween 1047 and 1973, About 38
percent of the present primary
dge-group population are cnrolied
in schools. The number of pri-
mary schools declined  from f
29633 in 1947-48 to 26665 in
1960-61. The number of pomary
schools was 30,446 in 197273,
Since the mid fifty efforts had
heen going on o reconstruct i
about 15000 of the primary -
schools and 1o provide each ol
themn with.5 teacliers. The fi-
pamcial provision for isuue-
Gonal materials, text books,
qualified teachers and their train-
ing Was been extremely m ade- |
guite atl through. _ ’
The primary cducalion was
much peglected in our present
* Bangladesh due to ygong policy |
adopted by the thele govt. of [
‘Pukistan in COMPUrISQN %gith that
= of west Pakistan, Due to wrong
policy of the then govi of -
Pukistan the basic principle of l,
the educution was not matched
with the system prevalent in
| Bangladesh. The govt. of
I Bungladesh has takenup a broud
| based plan to expund the primary
schools on the basis of popula-
_tion and to cope with it :
. According to historical review,
the past efforts indicate that be-
© qween 1951-81 the Jiterucy rate
for ave sroups 5% increasced from
2 1% 23.8% i.c. 2.8 during the
¢ Tast 20 years. The adult literacy
rate was 29.2% in 1981 {census).
The estunated weighted average
adult Literacy rite s around 31%
in. 1990 the ratio hetween male
and female being 40% and 22%
respectively. If we go through the
5 history of other countries in the
gawvorld, e, Lind that,ng single®
eountry, had unjversal primary ed- ¢,
ucation some. E3() years go. In
France they Law of [88 abolished
fces in all primary schools and
the Jaw of 1882 estublished com-
pulsory altendance. In Lngland !
the Flementary Education Act of
1870 laid the loundation upon
l'whiuh elementiary educalion was !
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voluntary primary schools M cach

made compulsory
England and wules and 1n 1891

912, buat jost. 78 years later,
compudsory primary  education
Act 1990 was passed 1o the par-
linment of Bangladesh, which
came into force from January
# LYY
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apinion that it will be very diffi-
«cult to enfarce the Liw and ensure
compulsory  prunary educatton

by the year 200K}, Ouwt of the 1ofal |

population of 11.4 crare, about

49% are girls and women. I is .
encouraging that the proportion

. of enrolement of girls at the pn-
muary level increased from 36% in
1975 to 37% in 1980, 40% in
1985 und 44%-in 199}, To attain
the universul primary education
and. literacy within a short Ginégs.

- the hase development must be re-
tained and expanded. The current
enraolement rate  of about 74%

must be enhanced to abhout 0%

hy the year 2000, During the
_ninetics primary  education has
+ started widespread by making it
universal and visibly relevant
Retention and expansion of the
-enrulled students will contribute
1o the syccess of universal pri-
mary cduocation and hteracy.
Continued participation by the
parents.  parent  Teachers
Association school management
committee . and communilies
. need to he epcourageously in-

cvolved in the vitdd provess of ed- -

ncation for all through both
formal and non-formal channels
Education for all in Bangladesh
atms 1o provide busiceducation
terall children (aged 6-11 with ¥

years schooling) youth and

. | adults,

The present status of educution
by the year 2000 would essen-
tlully 1mply attaiming = an

= Intermediate target of universal
primary education for childrens 6-
. 10 years literacy and life skills
for adolescent (1 I-M‘yr.:ur:-:} func-
4 " tional Miteracy Yo
. adults (age-15+) Both forpal and
non-formal channels will
‘utilised o fidure.

which explanned literacy as the
2 ahility to read and wrtle a lan-
' guasge and atlain minimum
mumeracy skill. showed (hat
‘merely 25.8 of the population

throughout

fees were abolished in all but a
few elementary schools. It took
about 32 years to attain univer- .
sal primary education in England
about 45 years in Sweeden. In the -
| Indidn sub-continent under the
British rute a bill on compulsory
primary Education was first -
troduced in the purhament in

£ . A well informed  circle is of .

. needed 1o support the concept ol

Fouth® Wity

:.. . § ren | B Y ) .
be | Y Muaktib Sidtelite Schools. coni-

g According to census ol 1974

over 15 years of age, were., liter-
ate. As per 1981 census. the rate
- for same age groap had risen to
29.2% an inctease of anly 34%
in seven years, While the num-
herof adult Nterate increased from
9 million in 1974 to over |3}
million in 1981 {an increase’ of
42%) the number of 1iliterates
erew from over. 27 million to:
almost 33 million, 2n increase of
almost 20%. Although the adult
literacy rate increased to ahout’
1% in 1994, the total pumber-ol
illiterutes in the country stili
stands at an alarming figure. The
real fact that the literacy rate 1s
still wround 30 percent. ‘In fact
with the increasing emphasis
which hus been given o univer-
sul priamary education during the
last two plan_periods (198()-85
and 1985-90) mere limited non-

formal activities (adult education ©, -

programme) were conducted (©
~complement the jormal system,
while -the same of non-govern-
“mental orpanisation actividies
truely- reflected theé adull hieracy
programme without  any govl,
podicy and guidance.. A renewed
national commitment” will be

Jess orgamsed and more Jlexible
non-formal education as a viable
complemient to the fornud system
“to help improve the adult litericy
from prevailing 30 percenl to
alhoul 50 pereent by the yeor
200X). | -
Implementation of compulsory
primary education Act 1990 5.
constdered to be a major sirategy
for universalising primary educa-

-+ tion. The hasie'learninge needs.of
youths and adults are diverse and

should be met thirough o vartety
of delivery system. Liefucy pro-
erammes ufe indispensible be-
-cuuse Jiteracy is 4 heeessary skill
in itsel and the foundation ol
others life skills. : »

A pructical meéasure may be
adopled to gear up the primary .
cducation in full swing m the fol-" "~
lowmg: / T

“{a) Each Mosque of - Bangladesh
may be used as primary school
upto cluss V for importing pri-
mary ceducation lo the clildren (6-
1O years)y fronn 7 aom.to 12 p,
m. through out the whole year,

(b) Other media of primary ed-
uciiny ::uu;!jl yas, plbtedayee
Madrassah, Vilkige Madrasalrand

munity based instruction, Ridio,
Televiston, each commumty
centre also can meel the basie
learning needs of children.

() A knowledgeable cirele is
of opmion that the govi. should
have abrdad based plan ta set up
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village of Bangladesh with the .
nancial ‘assistance of UNICER, ™
CARE. OXFAM. N.G.O.
; Burean. the Asia Foundation and .
- other orgamisations along with
the donation and conlribution by )
indigen out well-to<do pegsons - - -
likerthe Path Kali ‘Trost 1‘1_»1‘1'1‘1‘(:1,-5‘l : o
during the regime of fornier gove™® ™
oty The village and local leader- ™
ship should be involved to look
after and manage—these volun-
Ly primary schools ol eaclt vil-
lage in cotlahoratton with the vit- .
¢ Jagers, for gearing up formal and
non-formal primary education.
_ (d) Apermanent fund for these
voluntury schools may be raised
for giving a monthly allowance
tor the (eachers and for maiiain-
ing non-recurring expenditure of
these schools. _

(F) Each student of these
schoots should be eiven full uni-
form and tifeen charge without
any cost or {rom the fund of
schoot so that the boys and girls
can be encouraged to atlemnd

“school regularly. : .

¢} The village, and the local
lcadership should create a provi-
sion of cultural “amusement ol
cich voluntary school {or enthane-
g more encouragement ol the
sludents (bath sex) to auend the
school everyday for learning les-
sion. |

(h) Adult education progranme.
imay be implemented o literate |

*the adults in second shilt of the

volunlary schools. , |
7 We ., should [ollow the foot-
. prints of a developed nation like
Japan i regards of rapid spread of
educations and industrialisation at
all levels. We may cite an ex-
ample that afler the second world:
way. lhe very Japanese peaple
started their economic life from
0" point and now they stand as
a super mation in all respects.
spectally in industiialization as .
well as cducation in ke third!
workl. They have advanced their
lives rapidly 1 all respect be-
cause they are very honest and
sinvere. “Their leadership is so
honest and sincere that there is nos
scope {or 2. man to be dishonest
al insincere in their sogjety. My
guestian s this how Tapan could
became a super nalion within a
short time, ift we analyse their
buck ground history we can easily
find aut . the. clue thut they are
very hardy and laborniaus and sin-
cere in their jobs which 1n crown
them with success, The Jupanese
people have now crossed the 1m-
passabile roads and bridges and.
avercome the Tinal stage of de-
velopment as a super nation in -
the Third World, '

wlt

Bungladesh, is bleassed with
natoral resources Jike gas: oil and
limestone and cheap manpower

“Now. the yuestion is why we are

»potable  do our jubs like the

Japanese peaple for the prosperity ®
of vur people. It is hoped that the
present governmend will be able
10 resolve the problens con-
fronting us and help implement
programmes of compulsary and

“universal prinuny education in g

the country. !
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