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DUCATION or at least literacy
has “been recognised as one of

the basic indicators of development;
I: Education is a fundamental human
f ‘ight; and it is therefore the constitu-_
| tional obligation of a welfare state to’

_provide basic fanctional education to
-all citizens - irrespective of caste,
" creéd and colout. The rate of Literacy.
in Bangladesh ranges from 26 to 30
- per cent whereas the rate of literacy
| of the: SAARC muntnes like Shri
{ Lanka and Maldives ranges between

EI 88 to 90 per cent.

5 tcracy, the pres&nt government has.
. mmpulsury
primary  education -programine
"(CPEP) as one of the strategies to
.alleviate increasing poverty and raise -
{ the level of the development s sensitiv-
: lt'y of the, multitude of pﬁpulannn
| The Tatiya Sangsad ‘enacted 2 law
namely the 'Primary - Education.
: (Compulsurv) Act No.. 27, 1980. A.
total' of * about 29 lac .PIIMAry age
“group population (6 to 10 years of
; age) are being covered through 9295
. primary schools and 2,644 ebtedayee
madrashas_under this programme.
1t is ﬂf course an uphill task for the-
: gﬂvemment to unplement the goals

1 of an- ambitious programme like
'CPEP when it-is. facing unbridled

n

gan operating in’ 68 thanas of -64°
; districts since January, 1992 and time .
§is not ripe to make % summative

me as only two yedrs havc elapsed mn
- the mean time.

. Recently,

§ Administration _

(BPATC) conducted a survey on a

Bangladesh Public .

ldent:l.fy the constraints on the. mpla—
-mentation of the CPEP in various
: parts’ of - the .country .where it is
operating. Another objective was to
help the government in formulating
evolving pragmatic strafegies so that
the CPEP goals- are fully im-
- plement&d The study' covered 241
- Mage:s of 44 .thanas under 43 dis-
tricts of -Bangladesh and 37,612

.unpltmentable‘?

Perceiving the importance {lf h ~tjon process?

pnpulaunn gmwth and_continuous
‘resource ‘deficits. The CPEP has be-

evaluation of the on-going prﬂgram— |

Training Centre

multistage random sampling basis to

households have been surveyed. The -

newly recruited civil servants -who
participated in the 9th and 10th
Foundation Trammg Courses were
assignedto act as the data collectors

. and data analysts. The study sought

to" address three !:-asm qLestmns
These are.
* Are the goa]s of CPEP t'u]ly

* What are the factors’or. furces |
that are hindering the. unplementa—_

% What measures may be adupted
to- counteract - them? - -
The study revealed certam m--

“teresting features® which. are discus-

ged below S Y 4
- The ma]unt}' of the members be-
lnngmg td the households 5urveyed
~have been found illiterate, .the per-’
centage being 39.45%. theracy rate ¢
in terms of writing skills is 42.56%
which 15 much higher than the

‘national ayerage ‘which is claimed as-
. 20%.

About 53% of the househeld
‘members -have been found 1andléss.
‘and 22%.. belong, ‘to the marginal *
-farmers’ group. About 52% of the
heads of the households have month-
ly .ancome. less -than Tk. 1500. The .
result is that they can afford to send
their wards . to schools as théir chil-’
‘dren are a ready source of cnst frce
labour for them. - - -~ -

Of _the . primary age populatmn,
79, 50% have been enrolfed inr-the
*_primary level institutions and the rest -
have not been enrolled. The inter-.

_ another

dentified;

.'.r' r.‘_

to,get their children educated despite

. their having intention. ‘There are

many.children who are mdlspﬂnmble
to_their parents for supplementing

,]abour and therefore they are hon-

sepdarable for schools. As.many as
196 intervicwees have ﬂpmnd that !
undeveloped communication s
.demotivating _',factdr‘ for -
which child do not like to get enrol-

;Iﬁd or-¢ven if they are énrolled they
- don not feel attending schools. Four
hundred and - twenty respondents.
. think,_that they do not see any-future
if their children get educated and
.therefore they do not feel motivated .

to.send_ them to schools.. . .

- The. study further reveals that
dmp -out .is a major problem in the.
primary education sub-sector. In the
study 2,184 drop-out cases have been ~
in the surveyed aréas
drop-out rate is higher in case of boys
(51%) that of girls (49%). Khulna
has the highest drop-out rate whﬂe
Barisal- has the luw&it B

The’ Wurld " Bank, UNICEF
» UNDP and other donor agencies are
emphasising education of mﬂthcrs
for the education of their chﬂdren
‘Stidies carried by these agéncies in
the. deveiﬂpmg coudtries testify that
- thete is a-linkage between the guamn-,
diaris’ educational .level and re.gular
“ attendance of their children in the
_schools. The present study. validates

‘that,_fact.that among the praduate °

- guardians the rate of non-attendance
of -children is-0.83% and ameng the

Viewee-guardians have claimed that - p guardmns havmg post-graduate de-

92% of the enrolled children regular-
_ 1y attend classes. The highest rate of

- attendance is in Chittagong division -

and the lowest is"in Rajshahi. Irregu
larity " of attendance - occurs: during
" seed-sowing and harvesting S€as0mnSs,

The abové facts indicate that non- .
....ei]Iﬂlt[lEﬂt and nnn-atte:ﬂdance of the .

grees, the  -percentage ,of - non-.
" attendance 1s zero. [t also proves that
. the children of the literate -or edu-
¢ated mothers are more régular in -

“attending schools than those of liter: -

ate fathers. This finding confirfas the
validity of ‘the .proposition that
mothers should received priority in’

.children in the'schools are two major - education. Thus the question of adult

“problems CPEP is facing.. Seven hug--,
dred and seventeen guardlans have
admitted that poverty is ‘the ‘main

B the teachers. The study reveals that

~informal. Students. feel motivated to

‘dergarten approach. One of the, re-

-committees are not active or mobile: i |

‘'motivated by the ward committee. -

'undertaken by the -government "or-'|
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‘reason fnr which thay cannot afford !

dﬂpends considetably on ° the
teaching. methods/style practised by

the teaching strategy practised By the
non-government school teachers are'
more effective thar that of the gov-
ernment school teachers. Majority of |
the respondents are appreciative of |
the nnovative teachmg techniques |/
that are in practice . the non-,
governmeht primary schm:ﬁs e.spe-—
cially those sponsored by BRAC.,

‘Here teachers are more - attentive,:

creative, punctual, ‘affectionate andl

spend their time in the classrgoms.”
. The state of the extra-curricular acti- .
vities in both ‘the government and:}
.non-government schools is less than:
satisfactory whereas it istmore satis-
- factory in the schodls following kin- {

markable features of the teachers of
ebtedayee madfasha is™ that they !
themselves maintain- puﬂctuahty and
enforce it on their students. 3]

“The Act on primary. éducatmn
clearly spells out the role to be* =
played by different commfttees to-if
wards implementation of the prog- | |
raimme. The study shows that these |
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unly. 0.71% of the guardlans 'wgr(:;";-

Meetings for problem identification®;
and solution-are not held reguiarl}', it
is stated that on¢ or two meeting ;-
were held throughout 1992 although
at least 12 meetings are expecteﬂ
be held each vear. .
Suggested Measures

The = above scenario -demands.’
adoption of concrete and pragmatic
stepg i CPEP" guals are (o be
achigved. -

1. Poverty alleviation pmgrammes

nnn-guvemment organizations need |
to be integrated. Landless people
whose children drop.out deserve |
spectal attention. | It has to be-
appreciated that- unless poverty of |
the rural and wrban population s

literacy arises here. reduced, enrolment rate will not rise-
Effactweness of teachmg ‘and re- and drop-out fate will not dec:hna
-‘tention- of - lessons -by- the chﬂdren g!'u be mﬁnued o
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