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. President Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed on Saturday blamed the
-pﬂhtlcnl parties for shying away

" trom suppﬂrtmn the decision of
raising tuition .fees for the uni-

- versity students for fear of losing
their campus guards TEPOrts
UNB.

. "The political parties kept
mum rather than support it lest
their politics- goes bust for Iack
of leverage from the students,”
© the President said out of concern
for the degrading standards of
education.

He pinpointed six main prob-
. lems contributing {o the existing

* critical situation from primary to
higher levels of education.

" These are poor education ad-
-ministration and management,

improper education system and

syltabus, want of qualified,
. trained and experienced teachers,
defectiver examination System,

lack of accountability in all .
spheres of education, and campus’

terrorism.

The President made the obser--

vations speaking at a function

President flays
polltlcal partles for
‘campus terrorism

organised by the Foundation fﬂr X

Research on Educational

Planning

(FREPD) on ‘its Silver Jubilee N
and geneml meeting at BIISS :

auditormum.

He said the unwersmcs are aot _

only a place for higher educa-
“tiom, it also is-a seat of flourish-
ing ~ free. and independent
thnughts for which universities
are being . considered au-
tonomous worldwide.

"But the universities Df our
country are dependent-on the
government”, he said citing.
Dhaka Unwers:ty where 93 per
cent. of the total. budget 'is
funded by government grants.
. The President said university
authﬂr:t:ﬂs nppused whenever
the topic' of raising the student
fees arose in the past on 4he ox-
cuse of "educational cynitac-

tion"

He said the- per-month mnd.

charge of the dormitories rose to

|
!

Tk 800 from 30 over 30 years.”

And if the students can pay TK
(See Page 12 Col. 2}
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800 as food bills, thén why not
Tk 25 nstead of 10 as fees, he

_questioned.
"But I did not. get any lnglcal
he lamented from his

Commission Chairman in 19835.
Underlining the importance
of education as key to develop-
ment, President Shahabuddin
said it is the main too] for devel-

opment of human resources to at--

taln SOCIO-eCOROMIC progress.
For that reason, he said, all
' countries lay importance on ed-

‘ucation, particularly Izarning of

science and technology.
‘The more a country Is succs s
ful in it, the more social and

economic progress of it will be,"
the President told the function.

Citing the examples of some
East and Southeastern countries,
like Japan, South Korea, Taiwan,
Singapore, Malaysia and the
Philippines, he said Bangladesh
was lagging behind them be-
cause of backward education.

Lauding the role of FREPD
over last 25 years as‘a non-prof--
llabie voluntary, . non-govera-
ment organisation in conducting
50 researches, he said the objec-
tive research activities made im-
poriant contribuitons for the de- .
velnpment of education. .

He 'said the objective research
wark‘; of FREPD are _playing vi-
tal role in improving educa-
tional “standard, quantitative ex-
pansion, identifying adverse
prnblems in proper planning of
renovation and develnpment

. analysing and solving the prob:

lems.

~ The President hopped that the
recommendations prepared based
on.facts and findings in the re- -
search conducted by FREDP .

would help in policymaking ancl,u,- :

implementation.

"National Education
Commission was formed on July
26,.1972 with a view to over- .
hauling country’s education sys-
tem maintaining consistency
with its heritage, values and ide-
als- which placed- its report in -
1974, but’ thf—.‘: recornmendations
were ‘neither evaluated nor im-

-plemented during 24 years, he

Irescnted
The President mentmned some

_'steps-taken by the present gov- ,

ernment to formulate education

' policy. A 54-member committee,
 headed by Education Adviser .
- Prof: Shumsul Hug. has alréady

submitted report. formulating,
education policy whijch is under
consideration - of the "povern-
ment. *
Referring to the highest bud-
get allocations in education sec-
tor, the President said stipend for

. girl students from primary level

to class ten has been introduced
0 encourage women education.
The government has also
planned free education for the
girl students in twelfth class.
Necessary steps have already’
been taken for eradicating .illit-
eracy in next 10 vears, President.

' Shahabuddm pmmed out.
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