/l’wo third chlldren
out51de schools

- 'Premdem Hussain . Mutiammad
Ershad on Saturday said the aspira-
- tions of the developing. nations to
achieve progress and prosperity
“could ‘only come thmugh universa-

lisation. of educatmn in its broadest

sense, reports BSS.

The President expressed his note -

. of optimism -that the international
~community and the Unitéed Nations

. system were coming forth, resolute -

and determined to help eliminate

illiteracy and spread basic education
all over the world.

. If this international mmmltment
~could be-implemented, our world

might enter the 21st century with ~ onted= -,
tence Centre, (ICC), :the inaugural "

, confidence and pride, President
.-Ershad said while inaugurating the
_ three-day .South and Central ‘Asia

-Cunfﬂrence: on Educatmn fur aII

-
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Coe ~e;
which began in Dhaka on Samrday'" ~

The Dhaka conference is one of
the nine regional conferences being -
organised world-wide as prepara-
tions for the world conference on,
education, to be held in Thailand in -
early March next. :

President Ershad said, "the com- |
ing century may be one of universal
education, justice and prosperity m;
that order. Without leanung there is !
usually no justice. Where ighorarice - |
dominates, injustice rules, and when
injustice .rules because ignorance
dominates, prosperity and pmgrm
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nnly remain’ distant dreams”.  , i *

"Held at the International Confer- -

session was also addressed by Minis- -
~ter for Educatmn Shenkh Shahldul
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" Islam. who presided. Secrctary
~ Ministry of Education, ‘Hedayet

" Ahmed, Director of Programmes Di-
viston; UNICEF, New York. Dr. Nyi
Executie Secretary of Inter-
Agem::y commission "of the World
Conferencé on Education for AlL
Wadi D. Haddad, and Director of -
. Bureau of the Coordination of Oper-

- ational” Activities of the UNES:COI ,
Headquarters, Paris, Akihiro Chiba.

The world conference will be orga-
nised by the Inter-Agency Commis-
sion of the United Nations Develop- -
ment Programme (UNDP), UN-

| Bank.
The Dhaka cnnference -has been”

ponsnred by Asmn Development
ank n conjunction with the Inter-

lAgency Commission. .

{ Vice-President Moudud Ahmcd
ane Minister Kazi Zafar Ahmed,
" Ministers, senior officials, planners,
_eminent academicians, delegates of |
f the participating countries and mem-
bers of = the [ diplomatic mission
- attended thé maugural SESSton,

‘President Ershad said attempts |

- were being made in Bangladesh fora
' pragmatic mix of the convéntional
“'with the innovative of the formal.

? with the -non-formal education

- approaches toward achievement of
literacy and basic education..

We are trying to marshall the -
resources of the entire society—gov-

- emmmernt - .and non-government—io
spread literacy and e:ducatmn he
said.

 President Ershad ‘said it was in-
deed a matter of great concern for us
“all that a billion people in the world

f- cannot read or write and almost, a

! huridted miilion children have no

- cliance of schooling and their num-

bers were increasing everyday.

In Bangladesh .alone, he said, two
thirds of the children who should be
b in school work in the fields, or roam
in city streets—most of them live in.

ahjﬁct poverty. - ~

 The ruthless dlspanty between
knowledge and ignorance, skill and-
inadequacy around our very homes. -
was an urgent reminder to-us of the -
. need to take fiteracy to every door-
’ step, he. said.

‘- this connection, the Premclent

" referred to the formation of Pathaka-
~ 1i Trust in Bangladesh which is dedi-
-' cated to the education and develop-
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