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¥ vear will reach as high as 8080
million bv 2013. This portends
an alarmins _
with the present world popula-

tion of 4043 million- which is.
about half of the pmiected size, .

it is. not possible to  provide
basic necds lite fond and shel-
ter to all. The .wiuation Iis
worse particularly in the less
developed countries which geng
raliv belong to Asia and Africa
In most of these countries liv-

ing condition of the people is.

déplorable .and thevy do not have

enough to nmieet their food and -

nutcition needs. A recent World
Bank studv reveals that the
Poorest countries especially in
sub-Saharan Africa and South
Asia will have difficuliv in meet
ing food and nutrition - needs
because thev lack financial n~
sources to import the [arge
guantities .of food required ' o
- fill up the gap between vroduc-
tion and consumotion”, It has
_ between
400 and 450 million people car
- pot afford to buv their additio
nal food needs .

. This erave situation calls for

. two-pronged attack-—one direc

ted to increased food produc-

tion particularly in the coun-.

tries where tcod deficlt is quite
pronounced and secondlv the
vopulation activities jn - these

1 rountries are to be geared up 1o
heck further inerease of popu.

lation so that increase {n fourd
oroduction cannot be offses by
population increase. | '
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| world have of Iate been
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vifled andrfor the fisst

time
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|- vate 1oternational greganisation

- of -the United Statesn this dee-
line is also takine vlace in the
countries of the developing
world. ‘But even thén & the
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ation which is grow
ing by 76 million versons every -
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threatens the emstence ‘of man-
kind is the evergrowing size of

mankind itself. Poverty. hunger
disease and -illiteracy are alrveas-
dv eating up ihe vitals of socie-

tv in the develdping i
situation, Even D¢ Oping. countries

velonment efforts are largely
baffled by e ' ¥

of extra mouths, This is not
however. - "“rie for . the
developed  countries.  Their
population * increase is
within Hmit - and

lo cause anv -cohcern, Rather.

-some couniries are confronted

with nepative popusation grows

th. The Federal Republic of.
- Germanv and the Germman De-

mocrtic Republic according to
the Population 'Retcrence - Bu-
reau- are oxperiencing cuch
negative growth and are having
o point two and  minus

poitit four growth rates respec

tivelv Simtilay 1s ‘the case with
Luxembere whers the pate of
growth is minus point one.

Bv and laige the averaees .rate
of ¢rowth in the North Amert
can and European countries is
not hieh and nnses no problem.

The average rate of arowth in

the North Ameri=an countries

is 0.6 while that in the. Europe-
an countries .is 0.4. These are
the lowest rates Hf nonulation
growth regionwise. Among the
European_ countriee Mbaqla 18
sait to be havine the Thighest
growth rate of 2:5 ner cent pa

“the constant addition.

well -
the.
tate of fertlity is' quite low not -
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opulation And

‘countries
the

annum while some
fuay and Venezuzl: have

erowth rate of more than 3 per
eent der anoum. And with this!
. rate of iucrease nopulation of

this region will duuble in 26
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cPopulation in Africa increases.
at the rate of 2.6 ver cent per|
annum, Increase i more vpro-
Northern

aounced in Eastermn
and Wesvern Africa with  the
rates ‘2.7 per cent I8 per cei
and 2.6 ooy cent  respectively

Africa’s 423 nillios vopulation
is likelv to doubie in 27 years if

the present” rate of  growth
continues. Some of the North
Alrican  courifries like Libva
39%) Algeria (32, Morocco
(3.29%) and Sadan (3%) have
high rates of popitation growth

Asia is the thickly’ populated
cofitigent of the world, Its
vopulation of 2325 millions 18
mgore than half of the world
population. Asia’s  population
increases at a rate of 2 ver cent
ver annum, Considering ity pre-

sent size this rate of increase |

is auite hich to cause sermious
concern particularly for those
countries which have verv high
densitv of . pooulation. Bven
then the vopulation in some of
the Asian countries continues
to incrgase at a verv high rate

The table below shows popu-
lation’ statisting of some selec-
ted coimntrics In Asia

Porulation statistics of some selected Acian Countries
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‘like Australia and Belgium have
- ¥¢ro_vonulstion growth.

But the olcture js different in
Hn American countries,

the world., The
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v Country ~ Population Birth  Death - .Rata of Population
. mid 77 Per 1000 per 1000 growth oprojection
{(millionsy * ' ta 2000
| ak | (millions)
' China 50 . & - f8 - 17" 11260
- Burma 318" 8- 18 84 - 3.3
Indig> = 6227 -. .. M 3. - 2% » 10237
Indonesia 1369 . 38 14 .- 24 ¢ 2263
tran’ 343 . . 44 18 - eg £6.1
Malavsla. . 128 : B 7, ap 214
Nepal - 132 . -8B 2.3 22.2
Pakistan 4.5 . .84 14 2.9 145 5
Philiopines = 443 - H g 21 83.7
Srilanka 21 . 78 8 .94 20.7
* Thailand - 444" - 35 1. 24 B4
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vears the rate of growth incre=
sed to pore than 3 percent per
anoutp, This rate has thougt
come down to 2.8 per cent after |
much effaric on_ the population
front the population size is
even then likelv to cross 1%
million mark by the end of thus|
century unless it becomes pos-|
sible to put a drassic check to|
fertilitv. Government is quile
alive to this situation and has
set targets te .bring down rale
of vovulation srowth to 2.3}
per cent by 1978 2 per cent by
1980 and to zero rate bv 1985,

Bangladesh is cne of the leas
developed ‘countries, Its living
standard for most of the people
vannot be said mucl gbove sub
human level. We can not even .
oroduce enough food for out
present populations of 83 mii-
lion. Through intensified deve -
lopment efforts it- mav be posy.
ble to increase fooa production.;
But if the population continues
to- grow unabated it will rev
main a dream to achieve gelt:
sufficency, And in that l.weqtua'\
litv the whole nation is likely

Targets set forth to  reduce
birth rate ’ thoitgh Mav zp
pear difficult to achieve there
is hardly anv alternative but tu
go all out for thar if we as &
nation want to survive Thie 19
a challenge and all of us must
take it in high spirit to meet it
We cannot and must not allow
our population to increase fure
ther. Responsibility, of . course,

devolves to‘a greater extent od
are directly involted

workers who are in direct con:
tact with the people must’ put
. their best. They will have to
take their work with complete

ediéation and missionary zea!
and carrv the whole thing as &
movement {0 spread it to  the
remotesy corners of the country

] will give

And m no case fhey

aecastons to the neople to ook
eir performan

Ver and above necessar
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