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‘uncared for,

: DO we need a national pﬂhcy for
children.? Ttis has become a.

pertinent question as the conditions
uf our children have not improved

| markedly since the :ndependence of
| the country. Children, rhetorically,
| are the future of a2 nation and parents

quite often discuss their children
‘when they meet each other.

. ‘The States and Governments are
run by people who are either parents
or grand-parents. Nevertheless, the
status of the children is depressing in
‘most of the underdeveloped coun-

tries. And Bang!ades.h is no excep-
{+tion. -

Statlsu:all}r, takmg boththe sexes,

| about 44 per cent of our population

are.children with an age-limit of 14.
‘Most_of them are undernourished,
.having no social and
political protection.

are below the weight considered high

_risk:in developed countries. About
._suumu,ur the ;s new born;do- not

survive their first year and: another

300,000 die before the age of five, -
Aboit 3.2 milion children who reach
the age of five face regular bouts of
‘| diarrhoea, infections and malnutri--
'} tion.

The infant mortality rate is
HOTS .

tion of the children can fill in pages.

. the. best indicator of their. situation.

Of alt the chil-
drcn born in'Bangladesh, about half

.was adopted on 20 November.1959.:
.The Charter clearly states the:rights
-of the ‘children to survive ‘and: grow:

' majority of children in Bangladesh.
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'amung the highest in the world with Whatever may be the national
_resource base, there canbe no ex- |
cuse for ignoring the-case of the"

government estimate of 125 per
thousand live births.

Figures about the desperate situa- children. By all arguments they de-
SErve speci
We do not need to go for too much of
statistics where our environment is sources - available to -make better
Apart from their distressed situation
because of proverty,malnutrition,
vanuus health hazards ‘and poor ac-
cess 10' education, we have children’

who are orphaned and abandoned,

ment by a country is a political
decision. The social managers will:
ha. ve to decide how do thcy expect
their ‘nation (o move into future.’
physicaily -handicapped, toiling. and ‘Whateveris the level of commitment
floating called Tokai or Pathakali. of oursocial managers it seems that a

There are initiatives from Guvern- _policy to-safeguard the interests and
ment and non-Government agencies well-being of the children does not
to alleviate the conditions of the get the proper attention. Though the
children. But the sﬂuatmn has not government js committed to adopt a
changed significantly.’

World Children’s Day is uhserved
globally every year since it was first
initiated in 1953. The United Nations
Charter on the rights of the children

has' been annuum:ed titl now.

have a national policy for children.
Considering the gtate of our children,
a national pelicy should incorporate
p'lht fullqwmg -

up as normal human beings. But the

1. (_‘,t:-rnpulsc:u'}r and frcﬂ pru'ﬂaq,r
educanun for all: children.

»2.Non-conventional education sys-
tem’' for children- unable to attend

urma] schnuls

are deprived of their rights though .
the country is a- mgnatmy 10 the'
" Charter.
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from- the father.

, prospects for the nation. But invest
ment in human resource develop--

. care facilities_ in development prog
national policy for children, nothing

As a nation we are old enough to,

-more ~issues- to, be mmrporated

- . These are’ some of the- suggestiofs. ;
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3. Spemal assistance prngramme

divorce with maintenance allowancea

- —q -

5.Rehabilitation

p’rugiarﬁme jfufi

all types of handicapped children. II

6.Prohibition of any cruclty to

children. ¥
7.Prohibition of cmplnﬂng anyi

child below the ape of 15 for any-type
of work.. .
8.Protection of childrén as a spe-!

cial caiegory during natural drsasters |
o

and food shortage. 3
9.Provisions for lmpmvcd mmher

rammes. \
10.Safe envlrnnment far chlldren

- If it comes to-the point of formu-!
lating a national policy, there may. be;

These suggestions can be debated if
we do not have an attitudinal change :
Snmety as a2 whole will have to:
commit itself to the welfare of the__
children, otherwise the dream .of,
develnpment will never be reah _L
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for under-privileged children. - 4.

4.Guarantee -of the rights -of. a [
“mother to keep the-child in case of a’
1al treatment by the nation’
as a whole. There should be re-
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