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No countrv and no €ov.
ernment in the world has vet
the resources to abolish pover
tv and injustice overnmiht -but
ai least it cap start with
the children. Un Januarv 3
gocned the 9-dav. Children’s
Fair in the capital citv of
Dacca, Understandably. the
Government i{ullv realises the
‘tmoortance of the npation’s
voune citizens and their even.
tual contribution in the vears
th come..,."-

HY children? Because it is
the firs:
human societv,” claims a well.
iournalist in
Dacca, adding '"we naturally
have to meet the needs of our
children.” Aonarentlv. the wav
to guarantee future chaos and

1

‘wnheaval is to ignore children -

and negiect them and the way
10 fuarantee lufure Drogress
and advancement is to help
them frow up welleducated.
trained. healthy and haoov.

“If we want ta  solve the
world'c manv It}rr?bleﬂripcs." as.
serts a senior official. at
the UN Headauarters in New
York, “it is  essential to rut
firse thines first.”

‘Meanwhile. manv  conscious
citizens raise this  questioi
Isn't it time for the world to

eliminpate the two  greatest
threats to its children—war
gnd povertv? In fzct. both
coutld be eliminated if we
woluld change our attitudes

about how to: protect our coun
iries. and svend our resgurces,
monev and energy on provid.
Ing essential services for child.
ren instead of on weapons of
death. '
President Justice Abdus 'Sat.
tar. a firm believer in the en.
deavour of imoroving the lot
of  children alwave advocates
the causes for needv children. .
During his recent visit. Prince
Talal Bin Abdul Aziz Al-Saud.
Special Envov for TINICEFR.
timelv assured the President
and Government officials with
;ht}ge words. ']'11 will dg myv best
o 1morove the conditions of
children snd mothers i this
countrv,” . *
“First, we must give all child
ren the protection and bprepa.
because the
nation’s and the world's future
is literally in their hands",
coonments Mr Ulfe Konie the

Renresentative of United Na.

tions Children's Fund in Bang.
ladesh. A few vears aco Miss

 Gabriela Mistral the Latinp Ame.

rican Nobel Prize.winnine poet
from Chile said. “The child

responsibility of -

the survivine ten. fve

" twelve chiidren.
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vleads with no other arTument
than his ooor bodv which re.
veals undernouristineni. and
unheaithv environment, and
novertv....” The fzmous noet
alsn added “We ail are guilty
of manv mistakes and manv
$inc but our worst crime Is
abandonment of the child. nee.
lect of iife’'s source”.

Assumine that it took vou
about six seconds to read this
Iast paragrach. while vou were
reading it twelve children were
born in the world'c developine
countries. '

Let us move fifteen vears into
the future and see what is like
Iv to havven to those twclve:
Two died in earlv childhood, Of
never

did onlv combpleted the. primarvy
school erades. :

So two dead. Eighi with little
or no schooling. All have known
serious disease. AH have. 2one

through hunger and several will

suffer all their lives from the
results of inadequate food.
This ic the elobal- picture..

Oniv two of the original twelve

have been irained for anvthine
more than meniat tasks. The
rest unfortunateiv will be con.
demned for tife to hard labour
at_the lowest level of poveriv.

This is another quastion we
shoutld »il trv to answer. Must
each one full
of newborn promise., d-vindle

did not ask to be born. and
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sothewhat prepared
for life. work and pursuit of
hapoiness?

Let me remind vou that this
is nnt <imolv ‘“‘someone else's

. problem.”

All  children—together—wlill
form the nation and the world
of tomorrow. What happens to
children in one countrv will
sooner or later afiect the lives
of all peovle everv where in
our increasingly. interdependent
world. '

, There are. as vou afe aware,
more than 1300 million child.
dren in the develonine nations
todav. Each of them hag a
richt ta a tomorrow—sa tomor
row that will inevitably be

‘The United Natione Child.
ren’s Fund (UNICEF) has been
universallv identified with the
unqualified success of the In.
ternational Year of the Child
(IYC). ‘But the overwhelmine
response- tn the vear shovid be

seen as the first essential sten

towards achieving its obiectiv-
es of lone.range, sustained ac.

children at
nationatl and

The October .1979 Genefal
Assemblv_Resolution” which de-
sienated UNICE¥ as the lead
agencv of the United Nations

the commaunity

. svstem responsible Ior cc.ordi.

nating the develooment aspects
. fol'ow-un activities of
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the Year has placed an imoor..
tant responsibiiity on the Fund.
Todav. UNICEF is stili broad. |
€ning its coopération  with |~
developing countries to include |
more attention to child  deve,
- loment and children with spe.
cial nroblems—the handicapved
Other fllow-ub measures of the |
IYC aim to maintain the wider
global vpersvective reearding
children. to hiehlight children's |
needs and oroblems common |
to both developing and indust |
trialized countries. and to fo.
cus on ooliciec and vroeram.
mes to address these effectivelw.
‘Our orvanization for its
part, commits itself to continue
its efforte for children now
to work the govermments and

communities to pioneer
wavs of- increasine the
betWeen  resources
ﬂﬂ:} }mnrﬁven}ents Fﬂﬁéiblﬂ."
exniams Mr. James P, Grant,
UN I[L.LF':-: Executive Director,
continuine, ‘“to share that ex-
vericnce with all whn . work
towarde that goal t{o campaign
for the redistribution of re.
sourcec both within and be.
tween nations in order 1o meet
- the needs of the poorest people
and to help their children to
lead a. fuller life....’

Whv children? Because thev
are our future and investment
It thetn is the best thing anv-
bodv can d. in hi. or her life.
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