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Privatising Education L
_ The.concept of privatising the educationa| SVStem is gaining,
o o ' . ' =, o~ LT - - 4
: _ . " groumd in poor African countries unable to sustai the cost.of - §
g |  educating the population. More and ‘more governments ;re i
E shitfting  the burden to “parents  through involving them in
- self-belp schemes, elass-room bunlding and through fees. Where
T fees have not vet been introduced sOYErIments are. actively -
L _ v "~ i

: - considering doing so. State expenditure | N the education] sector
g | is declining as for ih:-:tanu:.inllj(un}'u where the decline is from |
: 19% (1973) to |3.8v, (!_98'6},_ Lesotho from J3.5% (1973) 10,
T | o 14:8°% (1984). Angola I8.8% (1982) to 16.7% {1984) and 7
G ~ Ethiopia from 13.4% (1976 0585 {1983). S
i | ~ The results can he;iuc;n'in declining ::nfﬂlﬁmi:nt Ic\‘_els.,Fnr
: Instance primary school enroiment dropped.from | .32 miltion in
E':: | | | v 198410 1.26 million i3 t986.  In ".jfngulu the decline was even
b more drastic as enrolment dropped from =7 million in 1980 1o
ENEE ' S only 930,000 in 985, A']t_hnugh CCONOMIC, Pressure caused bv
A | | g incrg:using_deht Tiabilities and u:nu::r'tuin_ sources of revenue gre
| o partly to blame for the cutbacks in spending on education the
. | _ + ‘educational set-up must take some responsibility for the fatlure
S | g toagnite the flame of learnin g among the people, Thenumber of
b " schooly, serving rural children are disprupprlmnuil}’ small and
, - mast of those who do manage 1o get through the primary svsten
S - ; do not continue their. studies. Merely lransferring the cost of
i - - education to parents is pot 2oing o change what is basically
:;__,,.._.Thh‘ . Wrong in a svstem which generally produces-students withy the
S - ' | - Wrong typeéof skills. | ’ -
L The proposal to Introduce schoo] fees for primary und
secondary schooling in most of the African countries. wijl of -
- necessity hit the poor and will make education the preserve of
the priviteged few, exactly the thing poor developing countries
have been trving 1o drrest. 1t Seems 1o us-that education and
-schooling iy these African states is to taking a step backwards, ;
The trend common today in these countries torinhibit the output !
at higher levely wijl also, we feel. hamper the growth of ; ;
intellectual pursuits Without. necessy rily. improving standards of
general education at lower levels. We would do well to study the, |
Importance of what s happening in Africa today in the light of
OuUr own experiments in compulsory primary, education so that 0y
L We. do not fall into the Same mtfalls, k o
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