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T pn.m.nt the greatest probiem in
Bangladesh at the college level is
cducational wastage chiefly surlaced
in the [ailures and third divisioners at
the Intermediate and Degree (Pass)
public cxaminations, It is an indicator
of the detcriorating  standard  of
education at all levels of our educa-
tton from the primary to the umversi-
tv. Therefore. it has emerged as

| great national educationat problem.

The deterioration. 1 think, s the
greatest of all the problems facing the
colteges. This is reflected in the num-

{ berof famlures and the number of third

divisioners atsthe H.S.C and Degree
{Pass) levels, Poor performimees in
mterviows,  fests/examinations
cither for admission or jobs is also an
index of this state of things. All taken
together may _be considered as col-
ossal cduciitional wastage conseqguent
upon the worsening cducational stan-
dard.

An analvsis of this should first focus
on the faitures and the divisions for

- | proper perspective and realization of
I the miscrable performance of our

students at the final H.S.C. and De-
(Pass) & Hons and  Post-
Graduate examinations. Failure or

"good performances at interviews/tests
-will ultimatety refer to them.,

At the H.S.C Examinations the
average percentage of failure in all the

aroups is- 54.358% over the period
from [981-19Y89. Onlv 3.71% were

successful i the first, 21.04%: in the
second and 21.33%. 11 the third divi-
sion. The degree {(pass). level results
present a dismal sitoation. The aver-
ape [ailure 18 63.86%., a colossal was-
tage. And a great MijJorty sceures o
third division which is devastatingly
ercater at the B A, examination. The

i B.A. results of Chittagong University

of 1989 are an example where 87.51%

1 of successful candidates got the third
1 diviston. What can be more Erluuuu
{ than this ?

However. the state of things at the
honours and post=graduate levels re-
veals o different scene. On an average
over 1 period of six vears 20.17% of
students of B.A. (Hons). B-Com.
(Hons) and B.Sc. {Hons} fail in the
linal examination. And a majority of
them get a scoond class. 13.34% of
the post graduate studests i the three
groups about seven per cent fess than
that in the degree (Honsy do not come
out successful. Here also a Yargpe

-number obtain a second class. For this

situation students of the colfeges have
preaier share than the universities.
there s no doubt of it. Yet the
average X0 17% and  13.34% [atlures

at' the - honours® and” post - geaduate
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[t is natural now to investigate into
the reasons for such wastage. T have
not sought them because many factors
are responsible and the share of their
respective contributions 1s very diffi-
cult to dissect and determine. But |
think myv recommendations for re-
medy can help to understand them by
implications.

However. such wastage is not only
a huge wastage of resources/energy
and time. It is also an instigator of
moral apathyv, moral transgression. a
creator of frustratton. indiscipline and
violence which are undoubtedly ram-
pant among our voung men. Painful is
the I.-,mdacapx. projected here. Bu
more painful is our indifference and
ncplect. [ have asked & good number
of teachers and principals of colleges
(both govt. and non-govt.) about the
problems of their institutions. Most of
them did not mention the wastage.
Most of them are not even aware of its
gravity and almost none scems 1o take
proper measures agamst i, Most of
them. however, have heard about the

detenorating standrad of our educa-,

tion “being talked of frequently and
widely but are not conscious of the
intimate relatonship of it to cduca-
tonat wastage. It the percentage of
faslure from the HSC to the post-
graduate  examinations is o b
Brought down to zero. at least to the
minimum and the fadures at the
degree  (Hons) and  post-graduate
levels are regarded as gnpardonable:
i there 8 ne third divisioners and if
maost of the intermediitte students get
the first division. the educattonal loss
will be the minimum and this will be
an indication of some improvement in
the quality of cducation.

The objective can be carried out to
some extent n the present circumst-
ances of the colleges if we hegin by
some prompl  administrative  mei-
sures. The svstem of internal ex-
' amination test exists in the colleges.

‘Pupils should not only be motivated

to take them. periodical 1eosts and
cxaminations should be more lre-
gquent. Performumce reports o the
periodical  tests, hall vearlvZannual
cxammattons are 10 be sent 1o the
guardiitns of the students, Public ox-
aminations at the college are to be o
arrgnged that nobody can adopt un-
[air means in the examination. The
conduct of 1989 H.5.C. Examinution
brought down the percentage of piss
10 24.84% while the AVCTage Puss over
the period 1s 45, Undoubtedly
the stringent and  suitable  action
checked the anfair means and acted as
a deterrent o fowering the standrad
of examunatton. Tutorial classes do
exist. vet-in many of the.colleae - due

.H.'l

levels are really regretiable and unde- #importance is not given. Puplla do not

sirable because the courses ure gener-

{ally tuken by the selected and merito-

upils.
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take them serioustv. Nor is the attend-
ance to tutori: classes ensuked. 1t will

“he ine if remedial measueres for the
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15 not possible, then particular care Ycar Plans of the countrv. So it hus|

1
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backward students can be taken by was indispensable. no provision was
arrangement of separate classes. It it made for it in Sccond and Third Five]

should be given to them in tutorials of become imperative that some  de-
diffcrent disciplines. velopment programmes with priority
Teachers  are  instruments  for given to colleges offering hopours and|
teaching. tutonials and counselhing. 11 post-graduate courses are inserted in
is unfortunate that many of them do the Fourth Five Year Plan.
not stay for more thun two or three  Development programme is also
hours in the colleges. The teachers required for the gradual removal o
have to remain in the college for at the existing gap between the govt. and}
tcast 3 hours and pass some of their non-govt. colleges in respect of finan-].
time in the librarv. But neither they cid support and physical {acilities.
nor the students are serious about Out of about B17/840 colleges. there
library work. A commitice with some are 630 private colleges which form
senior members of the staff mav be the core of the H.S.C. and degrec}
formed (0 motivate and supervise education m our country. Salarics and|
their activitics particularty of the stu- allowances ctc. of teachers and em-
dents. Its chief task would be 1o help plovees and phystcal facthtics aval-
them form reading habit.and improve able in these institutions are far from
as far as possible the library facilitics betng  satisfactory, unless they are
with the limited - resources.  Co- brought at par with those of the gov.
curricular activitics arc no less ympor- collepes., thc cducationat standard can
tant than the library work as thev are not be raised and the number of
an essential part of education for all failures and third devisioners cannot
round development of the students be mimmsed. The achicvement of
but then they arc acglected in the these goats will moreover, demand]
colleges. Due attention and care are in-service traiming/refresher’s course
necessary.. The college  authority for the college teachers. One-may go
shoutd chalk out programmes and to the extent of saving that college
schedules about them and sce that teachers must  receive  pre-service
their observance is ensured, No onctramming. ltke that of the school

-can disagree that these steps will keep teachers. But | think, the strengthen-

the students cengaged in activities ing and expansion of mn-service train-
much of the time. resulting in baering ing/refféher’s course/summer courses
them from unacademic activitics and for them call for prionity over the

inimprovement of the eovironment of establishment of & training college.

the mstitution.
The above.supgestions are it or - The Inng term measures proposed
immediate Gétion mth pm'ﬂhlhllu o are not exhaustive. The existence of
matcriafize  them - within - @ shor congenial  ¢ducational  atmosphere.
pertod. But they are inadequate 1w expansion ol inspection and academic
meet them complex problem of quali- supervision.  staff  development for|.
ty improvement and prevention of golleges having honours and  post-|
cducational loss. The first long tevm graduate  courses.  development  of
stratepy needed 1s the improvement of some govt. colleges as autonomous|
librury” and laboratorv. particularly institutions with degree awarding sta-
for colleges which offer honours and tus. updating of curriculum. impro-|
post-graduate courses. In many ool ving assessment and cvaluation sys-
lepes, the conditions of librarv, the tem. suitable tcacher-student ratio,
smock of books. journals and reading expansion of pre-pnmary cducation
space are not at all sausfactory. The and cnuurmg of gquality education andj
conditions of library and laboratory in prevention of educational Yoss at pre-1;
cofteges which offer honours and pust college level are pre-requisites. |
ericduntes course. are no beiter, The results from the materialization
Bangladesh  National  Education of the pre-requisites are 2 matier of
(tmmm\mn LYSS (puge-218) reports time. And it is heartening 1o note that
that “cvery where there.is want: ol measures to materialize some of them
library accommodation. The fund for are alrcady taken and some progressy
hooks. jourpals, the number of qual- 1s made. Now what remains o be
thed libriry employees or the {urni-taken up arc the suggestions made for
ture arc so inadequite that one con administrative action and other lons
sav that library docs rot exist in most term strategy recommendations and
of the schools and colleges, When the to pursue them with vigorous and
librarics are in such a pitible condi- sustained cfforts to achicve the cher-
tlon. when it 1y acknowtedged by all ished goals of quality education and o
thut a spuacious  and ‘l.‘.*t.“-l..qlllp['lt.d putting an end to the colossal educa-
library is an essential pre-requisite for tional wastage.
and o index of .guality_cducation. - The writer is Director, NIEAER.
concerned authoritivs” havé not {o- The paper was submitted in July/
cused on it. Even though. Bangladesh Avgust, 1990 at BPATC, Savar, whil
Education  Commission. 1974, the author was undergoing trainin
pointed out that hbrary development there.,
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