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| was born in Balkh on the
{ September, 1207 A.D.
:gdied on

known as

THE 34NG

Jalal-ud-din
30th
and
December
popularly
or

MOHAMMAD

the 17th
AD. Heis

273 ;
; Maulana Rumi

lsimply as Rumi.

led at Ralkh |§ the

- traces

i phere of hostilit¥ to ohitosophy r..
:He, like his for=fathers

' The 'fOrefathe‘rs of Rumi sett-
Iat:rthem

ersian Province of Khorasan
an in the : Mazar-e-Sharifl
Province of Afganistan. 1 visit
ed this City in 1967 as a mark
of respect to this great saint
and spiritual guarde whose
writings the
World Islam for

of
Centuries. delapidated

The

house of the family lies in the

aneserted part of the old city
rasacked and ruined by Chen-
giz Khan and his Mongol hord-
es This family produced a num
ber of jurists and divines. It
its decent from Xazrat
Abu Bakr (R), 'the first Caliph
of Islam. Husain Ibn Ahmed
Khatibi the grandfather of
Pumi was a great schn]ar.
Persons like Razi-Ud-Din Nisha

puri came to learn at his feet

He was recognised as a gréat
spiritual leader not by the
contemporary divines and men
of learning but aiso by the
Kings and Princes, Bumi's
father Baha-Ud-Din Mohammad
Ibne Husain Al-Khatibi amply
inherited the tratitions of his

father in the. realm of know-’

ledge and spiritual eminence.
Be was acknowledged &8s a
man of great scholarship. He
bore the title of Sultan-Ul.
Ulema or the King of Scholars
Baha-Ud-Din aged fiftv nine at
the time of Rumi’s birth was

at the pinnacle of his power

and nopularity. Rumi  was
brought up in the trie tradi-
tion of the familv. Baha.Ud.
Din  was deeply influenced by
the vhilosophv of Imam Gha-

zali who directed his attack to -

the entire svstem of Qreek
philosophy, His defiance  of
metaphvsics and defence of
Islam achieved remarkable suc-
cess. We find the stamo  of
this influence on the life of
Jalal-Ud-Din- Rumf

Din grew un in the atmos

-‘com-

‘pletely surrendered himself to
;the doctrine of the Koran and

the Sunna. Rumi says in his

:Mathnavi that in the event of
& Conflict between the Koran

and intellect. the latter must .

be dropred because the intel-
leet in that event rnust have
-been . misleading you.

_vth century ﬂf Islam,

Thé thirtsenth century  of
the Christian era was the T?F
¢

Jalal Ud-

LADESH OBSERVED

Islamic Commonwealth attain-
ed its full political maturity
within the first cenmiry. and
1ts entire geographical extent
during the seven hundred years
of its existence. In this century
Islamic- social order did not
represent the best, Llecay had
crept into the system. It
worked unnoticed Islamic Com
monwealth was no longer a
structure of stee:.. The edifice
was tottering. 'The contempo-
rary Muslims accepted what
was convenient and rejected
what was Inonvenient to them.
Thev paid lip service to the
Koran. Thev did not -pay . 1t
the homage of thelr actions.
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*Rumi And His Time

cepted Islam as thewr religion.
The greatest enemies of Islam

- became Muslims themseives in
- preference o the very strong

The intellectuals failed
to understand the ° limi-
tations of their intellect.

Thevy went zll cut for scholas-
ticism_which like poison  had
eaten into the ruscles and
sinews of the Muslim body

‘ed by the

temptations and overtures ofter-
Crusedors to the
acceptance of
their religion.

Mongols for
Christ'amity as

Bagna-Ud-.din Rumi’s father had
- to face powerful enemies in his

native place Balkh on’ account
of his rel'gious ideas. He pub.,
licly denounced the philoso.
phers and rationalists and pres-
sed for 2 fresh study of the
precept of Islam He did not
spare the powerful courtiers
that maligned him with the

ing calling him an intriguer
who had designs on 4he throne.
The King Mohammad Khawa-
rizm Shah sent to Baha the
keys of his treasurv and made
him an offer of his throne.
Baha replied that he was pot
concerned with temporal grea‘.

__éhowdhur;z Ima

mﬁadin

politic. Islamic Cominonwealth
at that time was contronted
by two of its most dangerous
cucinies the Ciusaders
the West and the Mongois from
the East. The havoc created
by both 1s unparalled .n- his
tory, A .typical letter writ-
ten- to the Pope by the Crusa
ders after one of their vic-

[rom

tories in the Palestine runs as.

beiow: .

“"God was appeased by our
humility and on the Bth day
our humiliation. He delivered
the City .and its cnemies to
us, And if yuu
know what was done with the
enemies who were found there
Enow that in Solomon’s Porch
and its temple our men rode in

- the blood of Saracens upto the

Knees of their horses”,

The Mongols raised a ¢v of
horror in the Islamic Common-
wealth. © One Million of the
inhabitants of* Baghdad were
sald to have been massacred.
The Caliphate existing for
more than six hundred vyears
ended .by one bluw.

- Thistwas the horrible condi* ~the. . author * of

dou of the world ot Isiam
during the active period ot

Rumi’‘s life, The powerful writ: -

ings of this great saint poet
exercised a profound influence
on the contemporary Muslims
and arrested ‘he oprocvess of
deciine of the Muslim society
tending towards. complete
rumation. Mongols, the most
inveterate and powerful enemies
of Islam had no religion They
having been influenced by the
writings of Rumi ultimately ac.

desire to -

- Gawhar Khatun,

. shoulders.
portunity and a great -challenge.

- father’ Burhanuddin Muhaquqg

—

ness and that he would leave

~the country to remove all mis-

givings’ from the King's mind.
Baha's powerful opponent was

Fakhl_-uddin . He was a
courtier and a <eacher of the
K ng Baha uitimatei  left

"Balkh with h's son Ialal-Ud.din.

They met the famous Sufi poet
F‘arit_:h_iddih Attar a+ Nishal;ur.
was deeply influenced hy

-the philosophy of Attar.

Rumi did not have the nor-
mal life of a boy living peace.
tullv-under the care of his
parents in. a sefiled family
From Nishapur Baha went to
Baghdad.- He was rece'ved
there by Sheikh Sahabuddin

uhrawardy, the famonc Sp
divine. From thzre he left for
Mecca. Having performed Had;
and after long travels, they
went to a place called Larinda
Rurm was eighteen at that t'me.
He was marmed there 20 Kaniz
daughter of

Khawaja Lalai, Samarcandi.

Next vear a son was born to.

Rumi. This scn later became
"Mathnavi
‘Waladi”. The family then

maoved o Konya at the invita-
tion of the Sel]uk King Allaud-
din Kaigubad After *wn vears
of their migration to Konya,
‘Bahapassed away. Rumi was
twenty tour vears old at thai
time On the death of his
tather the mantle of *he King
nf Scholars fell on his young
It was a great op.
ﬂf Rumr&

An able desciple
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by néme was a pertnanent rea- |

cher ¢of Jalal-Ud.Din from his

™. deciple of Shams 6n

[
“the <DOT..
Now began Rumi’es period of-
romance and revolution. A
sober and peaceful scholar prac-
| tising religious r’tual gave him-.
self way 2o dance and music
' Rumi who hither.to looked!
upon music with distavour wentf
mad for . Rum’'s discipies;
became dissatisfied with this
state of his life and go’ rid of
Shams by killing h'm. 5c
One day Rumi was dancing ;
in the streets of Konya when,
suddenly he heard the rythmic
beat of a gold-smith’s hammer,
He was completely enthralled;
by this music In deference to
Rumi’s state of ecatasy, the gold
smith continued beating <he
gold leaves. He wasted a good!
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deal of gold but gained the!
frienship of Rumi. Rumi'’s .
deciples became jtalous of'

Salahuddin Zarkob, the gold
smith. The goldsmith describes
his function in Rumi's life inj
the words of h's master's gnn j
“Thev are offeneded that thel
Maul>na has singled me :
for his favour ‘

But they know not that [ am |

, but a murror

“The murror does reflect itselt
In me he sees himself - 'f
Then why should he not choose
to see himself?

In the finalstage of his life
Rumi - showered his lgve ang.
confidence on Hisamuddin

Chalapi. The 4th, Sth and 6th:
Vols of the Mathnavi ment'on;
Chalapi. Mthnavi was written!
8. the instance of Hisamuddin.’
He leammt that Rumi's followers -

-were fond of studying the Ela.
hinama of Hakim Sanai and
Mantiqatu ‘Tayr of Attar He
suggested <0 Rumi to write |

something in the style of Ela-
h.nama; gut in the metre ot !
Mantiqatu ‘Tayr. Jam-ud.D.n
immediately pruduced a porion |
of the Mathnavi saying that God |
had furewarned mm of the
w.shes of the brethern. He
glready bugan to compose the
~work. Thav fragment consisted
,'Huf the hrst eighieen coupites of
the introductory verses Rumi.
and Chalapy sat for bours to-
gether, sometimes working for
the whole mght on the Math.
navl, Jalal dictating and Chalapi
taking down the verses and
chanting <hem allowed in his ’

melodious voice.

Rum¥s first period of 1fe l
upto the death of his teacher
Burhanuddin Muhaquq was
devoted to pursuit of know-
ledge, Shams came into his
life a¢ the age of thirty seven.
He appeared to Rumi as a -

- symbol of love « It brought a
revolutionery change in the life
of Rumi, but Shams who
brought this change had to
surrender iite itseir for he was

%dhood After the death of .

father Burhanuddin ptarted | killed his glorious attempt to

P :‘f

i directing the spiritual life of his

1
1

ssudent  Jalal-Ud.Din The

* period of Rumi continued upto

. the age of thirty seven.

At this time Rumi came in
contact with his sp.rituai guide
Shams-Tabrma Ip a chance
meeting Shams asked him,
“What is the purpose ol wisdom
and knowledge”. Rumi replied,
“To follow and reach the Pro.
phet". “This is common place’,

retorted Shams. ‘What then is
cthe purpose of knowledge?
asked Rumu ‘Knowledge s °

that which takes vou to ils
source’, repled Shams a
quoted a verse from Hakim
Sanai of Gazani. ‘Igorance is
far better than the knowledge
which does no: take you away
from vourself’. Rumi was so

much impressed by this ans-.;r;r
e

that_he_dec'ded to become

1

and

. His inner feelings

change the course gf a great
life. Shams had to be killed
$0 that Rumi could develop h s
own individuality. Shams on
the other hand demanded sac.
rifie of all that Rumi consider.

ed as supremely valuable—
learning, absiract knowledge
and theology

Salahqddin Zarkob's entry in-
to the life of Rumi was a con-
tinuation of the .convalsive
stage ol his life while Hisam.
uddin Calapi assisted in the
culm nuation of Rumi‘s genious.
of love
demonstrated itself in the phy-
sical personalities of Shams,
Zarkob and Chalapi.
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