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"MﬁN is: never ;
he _achieves greatness’.

But how? Man’s {greatness fies

in: his deeds: though of .com.

‘mon origin ‘but being of extra-

ordinary character-—-the
. rishable legacy he
hlnd for ' ihe coming
“ttons., Thaugzh belonging to the
~group'of common folks, as -an
ordinary man of; the mundane
“Eurid he asserts" his position.
.of igreatness -
devationh -to a partm‘ulﬁr fausd ;-
_and therebv immortalises " him:-~
“self. To.,vecall such 'a great
“soul, I remernher with deep
ire.verence the -name of - Prof.
p Abu’ Hena,. a teacher of . Eng.
“lish Denartment i University of
Dacca, His - memory 1s still
held .in teverence by all who
¥ knew- him-—his i students; “col-
§ leagues, fnt—:nds and acquam—
tances 1 .a

“The. lite of Prnf Abu Hena is.
the-long, long story of a teacher
f ardent and. dedicated, who. for
fortytwo- years i,a,-tuck to h:s
diitied dgainst, paralysing odds,
agamst hack-breaking soul- k:ll-
ing . frustrations. J He  has .gone
on: loving his work and s
‘pupils ‘and his academic circles
with '« passmnates devotion and
vEery grEat mtenmt\f of emﬂtmna
Hardly there is ¥ Any cpe in
-Bangladesh who (has been . con-
pected with education and’ with
educatmnal institutions, . and
has inot  heard: of ‘late:
Abu Hena. His entire - -{areer

has been against'the variegated
backdrop of social, political
and interna tiona] events cov.
ering the periodifrom 1922 tﬂ

1975 He spent almast hal€

' century in the  field of edu;:a
- r———r i =

- impe-
leaves - be.

born - greﬁt. “

| genera- -

-pose.. As a tescher he

by his’ selflesy

"Prof.”.
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- tian—ha caréer which’ has Béﬂfﬁ

a glory not oanly. to hifl byt tg
thnse also who ‘are’ -connected -
widi education in. Bannladesh |

in- fact the very _name - of
Prof. Abu Hena ‘conjures-up a
picture "of .an. ideal teacher. * = .,
dedicated suul who never Jlost
sight of his direction zand put-
Knew:
his dutiey more :than others$
and had-stood by the: students -
and with -the -students -lovinzly,
.diligently. and.  cohscientiously.”
Smcentv and a profound sense”

“of duty were, the dtstmEUIShmii
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traits of his .character .and ht.
had  stuck to his - educational

“"fop tunwaveringly and undetlect*
‘ed, For his general .lectures in -

the classroom: he used to make
plodding preparatrun at home
and in thE' library; for- his tut-
orials he - used t6 fiy up .

advarice the task ‘o. be Ewen
and e¢xamined the .scriots wuh
scrupulous, care. C'n the eve- ﬂf

- which

. with whatever
Iudeed Prof. Abu Hena's mot- -

’-hwe are . seized- with the

ékaminatmn when he had' o
rﬂﬂ'ﬂ Againkt time over pres-
Teribed . svliabus even then he
- did nut spare. extra classes in
studentb

nenence 45 a teacher.
"In his. umuterrupted run of

, thirtyone years in. Government

Educatmn ‘Service, oné . signifl.
cant thing- in: hig career -
ﬁgures out is that he had- never
‘been a- social climber.. Thrnu h
-out his. lite he-never Imked
_for’ favours: whatsoever from
‘any. quarters. - He was content
he-- achieved.

*1to'"all through was the accep-
tance 4f life’s challenge in his
. humbler sphere of educational
‘works with "an -inner * urge to
fight and go over-in the same
purposefu]

“tu - olr present society when
COlL.
ste:rnatmn of co.stant
‘erosion, Frof, Abu Hena's - -10-
- tegrnity: of characier may give
“us -some solace  and point to
us ‘the mach’ coveted road to
* fruth. A man llk.e him 'is rare
“1oday and the "greatness’ of his
kmd is :becoming .ijarer and
- rarer with the passage of time.

Though foremost a teacher,.

Prof. Abu Hena’'s great concern
was for the education in' gene-
+ral of this part of the subgon.
tinent. He had always advocat
ied for a a *systematic.and useful
.education that can. add to the
greater benefit -of the 'nation as
a whale. " © .» = h e
“Now against a calossal hack-
gruund of selfless devotion to
a particular cause what would
nne expect of the pérsonal pro-

flocked in
;strength—a véry' rewardmg

that

direction without
* any personal axe to gnnd

-moral .
of death

great man has one abvious ad-
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file of this great saul? ths;- |

cally he was not robust;to con-
summiale with hlﬁ“"greatnesc
burt a lean and-. sturdy;:man.
With compre ssmg}hps the i iook-

ed like a.man of:determination .
to achieve his own life.goals. -A .

halo of respectability always

surrcunded him, Even at his

old age he was full ot vigow

and vitality and retained much-

ol his vouthful vwacnty -y
Prof. Abu Hena is no more
among us., We human -

ture and endowed with a flag
ging memory and a treacherous

heart we often fail to recognise

-and -apprectate ::mes greatness.
But it is very encouraging to.
find. that the Department of

English, Dacca University :ob- .

serves his death -anniversary
every year with due solemnity
recalling his seifless serwces in

the field of education in general
and to .the student community’
observance -

in particular. The ~
-anniversary of  anv

vanlage, It helps us to imbibé
with and inculcate the verv

spirit: and lofty ideals of -the .

departed soul which awakens
cur consciousness and helps.us

in_turn to be human beings of
- some valug and sense.

In fine, to the postentjz thE
life of Prof. "Abu

possible to lead a life

under heavy pressure _from

forces of dEgeneratmn and
who “have
followed iu his footsteps. andd*

‘decadence. Thos~

have taken up the difiicult‘pro

fession. of teaching wiil find - H
-a source of inspivatirn even a
their darKe:t’ hours.
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beings -
are ungrateful creatures by na-

Hena will -
serve as 2 reminder that itlis
even




