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I lines of Alfred Lord

| Tada}'. after many

--ings evoke

. shall,

etimes ~ hold
1 sometimes il sm

the quail |
Tu put m wﬂrds 9 L el

For words hkt.‘ nature - hall
- reveal

And- lalf cunceal the soul
withm

I h2ard the late Mr. ‘Justice
S M. Murshed remte the
Tenny-
s01, quoted ‘above, on an

occasion wher he had

ered a personal bereavement.
YERTS,

find - these that  verses till

hunt me. It is dificult for.

me. 1o put in words the

d by these lines
and the memory of tiie man
thh whom ] associate .them.
. Syed Mahbub. Musshed is
unduuhtedl',r one of the most
striking and irpressive puh-

lic figures that have nppear-
&d jn our national scene.
Born in January 11, 1911 in

a distinguished Musim fa.

_tmly of undivided Bengal, he
signs of his.

had shown
latent abilities at an early
age.'The eminent playwright
and . {itterateur Professor
Nurul Momen. recalls in his

-writing the precocity of the

Murshed tn © his
college davs ‘at  Calcutta.
The great exnectatmns he
had aroused among his.cmn.
temnporaries durin

vouthtul

reahsecl

After a
career,. both in

brilliant .acadenﬁt:
the subcon.

‘tinent and in England, Mahb.

ub Murshed began his career
as a lawyer in 1939 and soon.

made his mark in the Cal. .

cutta Bar. His - attachment

to the Bar and to the mem.

bers of the ] fessi
T i wal profession

¢lays, While sersing in the
Irenc':__”- he « wvould  uik
nostalgically uf the bar.
“The Bar” said, ‘is mv
professmnai hs me, 8 “place
wluch I <hall mntinual]v

; even  when [ am

'dead mv disemnbodied soul
however, roam around -

the nrﬂcncﬂ' of the Bar"
His affeciion for the men

of his profession " was ve
great. Aftu' his o
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it half
. Edreoccupanm.s Syed

suft.

Statesman  of

his stu. -
dent days were su sequently '

(samewhat

r
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by Kazi Salahuddin

-+In spite of his professional

. Murshed found time to write
-and to participate in social
and bumanitarian activities.
His article entitled “Qun
Vadis . Quaide -Azam”

whmh he

cnt:c:sed the

policies of Muhammad Ali

created a stir- when

Jinnah,
Daily

it . appeared in the
the forties. During - the
famine ot 1943 and later
during the- communal riots
of 1946 he worked actively
with the Anjumsn.e-Mafidul

‘Islam, Shocked by the. com.

munal violence which shook
the subcontinent in 1947, he

was one of those who were -

primarily responsible for set.
ting in motion the process,
that culmin
Liaquat Parct, He was drawn

point manifesto of the Uni.

ted Froal. This manifestg

even'ually hezame the: . basis
cnnstitu- -

of East Pakistan’s
tionz] struggle for - -autohomy
and later on

of this movement.)

In the latter half of 1954,
he was clevated tn the bench".

of the Dacca High «
As a Judge, Syed Mahbuh
Mu_rshed temmned mmmnted

(Convener, Syed ~Mahbub

Murshed ﬂ!emorial Committee]
premature) reurement he
wrote, I »salute You-—you -

-who were - Ry erstwhile

. comrades, - the - members of
the Par.”

Mahbub -

Calcutta in .

culminated in the NEhru-- .

into the vortex of '
Bengali a) € . n:nr:wnLen'er!;‘lﬂ :
. in the early ies, In. 1654 ,
he helped to  draft. the 21.-

of Bengal na.
tionalism (which grew out

T —— VE——

" him

| tlcularl_v dunnsr

" oust

“rity. He

" constitutionsl - .
owerge not

venties.: He

= - many .
e uph:ld the . Ruleeof Law in
this . country, andlhad adm1-

- nistered’ justice: without- fear

. ed annmnnate-—s

buh
- thos: who * could rsav 1 (with.>

e =

Tudmal pmnaunaements deli-

sntlng in -the
‘bench of the. Dacca-~ High
Court and Zunygthe ySupreme
Caurt af Pak1stani{Where he
served ' brietly as]‘,an‘ad hov
judge) were 13tempered:. by

vered while?

these ideals. ,f.;Some&uI his |

Judeements creted rmnstitu-
tional histrry*k and* won * for
interhational i P acclmm.
In addition - to=his work in
the J udicialy, - his ichampion.
ing of cultural; freednm pare.
“the repres-
sive Ayub Heglme +1%(1058.69)

-be- _remembered with

gratitude, by . the _intelli.

- genisia In 1961 he * organis.

ed the Tagore:: -Centenniyy
celebratinns in Dacca ana in
the other parts. of ~what -is

now “Bangladesh, Hin’ dﬂﬂanr.:ﬂ

of the obposition of . Pak. |
istan’'s. the  then™ rml;ta:y
FU i h.‘“ﬁ

Fﬁ tice Murshed’ - rvole 1n

the great mass . ;upsurge of
1969 and his re to  ¢ol.

- laborate with Pakistani autho
- rities in 1971, "during . Bangla- |

desh’s . ~libers tion™ stmﬂgle
will he

historians of tbis . country.

Shortly after ;thegemerscmc 1

of Bangladeshihe idecided to
retire voluntarily !into ' obscu.

(in  liberal pnnciples ahd
* prur:edun::)

mmpat1ble with.
the violent. mood ;of -the se.

lent decade m“Apnl 1979
. after a period of ﬁuhnz‘
... heaith.” ..~ ‘_,fff S

Not many weeks ag

visited the Banani ereyarﬂ
It took me quitea while to

- discover thie placelwhere .the
- mortal

remains ;of _Justice
Murshed .lie burled."No stone,

'nu tablet - bearing . upon it an
..€pitaph, -marks

ﬁthe igrave " of
+hud~ for so
dauntlessl

the: ‘riap -who -
Years, .-

‘or favour. In a: Way it seem.

ved v Mah.
Mumhed. wasgone . of

“out t'ﬂn‘tyl thatp'My. Epltnph

: sh A be mjf 7ame a.lune " ‘
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felt : that:his. beliefs.

- eXpired "a little .
. before the, end.cf: that vio.

s ———

recovded - by the |

A
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