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the market-place. This

market vahie.

‘essential activity in ali
i Is a serious -anomaly that

‘| chuded from gross domestic product
l-estimates. The activities of the infor-
mal sector, where ‘women’s  work
accounts for a considerable share, are
often not reflected in statistical data.
Indeed, the contribution of women—
and for that matter also of children—
to agrrcultural activities in developing
| couritries -is- largely unrecdrded or
“underrecorded. except when it mater-

rnd <anng for®the elderly are ex-

somewhat ‘organized market or when
rewards for agricultural work are of a
monctary nature. S

The published data -give the im-
pression that_in.developing countrics
the majority of women play norole in
the economy. Part of the reason for
thei deficiencies in. the. data - can
" Thdps. be attributed 10 a lack of
rstanding of the role of women in
0mic activity— it -being consi-
['d,'fnr tnstance, “that & woman
h'ng‘ to'the family vepetable plot or
peting firewood is simply cngaded
mousework”. Yet, an understand-
of how an economy functions is

ntial for successful government

tv,-and without .3 knowledge of

of sécicty produce, and how they
Ice it, economic management is -
han adequatc. '
.- P : -

the developing - countries,

ding to recently compiled UN

are of the recorded economicaily

; nomc activities of women is an

among - economists and social
scientists’ regarding the contribution
imade by different agents to the de-
velopment process. The work of
. women is ighored in the accounts of
F the world economy when it is done in
the cohfines of the family rather than
mvisible part
of the world tconomy is stowly gain-
! ing recognition, although it is hard o
| assess. because it does not have a

Child-rearing is “an undeniably
socteties, and it

the rearing
of children is excluded from aational
accounts. Likewise, meal perparation

talizes in sales of the household in-a

t and how much different mém-

ics, women constituted a ‘smal per cent in 1970 to 27.7 per cent in

f

sub-8aharan  Africa, for instance

women in agriculture made up.33.5 -
per cent of the economically active
population in 1980, ctompared to 42.7
per cent for men. However. in North
Africa the comparable figures were 6
per cent-and 41.5 per cent. This does
NGt appear to be a realistic pictire of
the differences in the actual contribu-
tion of women to agriculture between

the two parts of .the continent.

~The reported figures do, however,
show that women. play an e:s.stntial’
role in agriculture, which is the largest
sector throughout 1the developing
countries. The - importance” of this
S¢ctor-to the successful performance
of these countries (particularly in -

sub-Saharan Africa. where "WOmen’s
role is comparatively the greatest)

requires that countries examine the -

role of women in agriculture %0 as 1o
cnhance their contribution. |

In Africa. men and wonien - have
the production a of .

S¢pardte roles in
houschold food and cash crops. They
also have different managerial and
financial control ovér the production,
storage and sale of surplus food and
crops. Women are primarily responsi-
ble for the cuitivation of traditional
food crops,. providing specific nut-
rients for the diet. They also process
food, especially for family consump-
tion, but also. for.the market. Men
‘usualiy wérk in the cash Crop eco-

. nomy, either in plantations or on their
producing goods

own {and, normally
for export and not for local consuimnp-
tion. On the basis of sample surveys:
it has recently been estimated that
often more than 60 |
agricultural work is done by women:

Education

It many be true that women con-
tinue to lag behind men.in  most
departments, cducation. is an area
where there has been measurable

progress during the 'past three de-

cades. At the globat level, illiteracy
among adults has dropped from 32.0

1985, whereas during the same period
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active population than in the indys-
trialized countries. Huwev_cr, . this
could be a reflection of the statistical
deficiencies mentioned earlier. In

the world adult population rose from
2.3 biltion 10 3.2 bithon. According 1o
the estimates of the Office of Statistics
of the United- Nations Educational,
» Scientific and Cultural Organization,
however, there ‘were still about 890
million illiterate persons aged 15 years
and above, that is, 129 million more
than in 1970; 63 per cent of these were
women. . -

- Illiteracy remains a probicm in the
developing countries: the literacy
rate 1s 54 per cent in Africa, 36.3 per
cent in Asia and 17.3 per cent in Latin
.America and the Caribbean, The
proportion of adult women who are
Mliterate in thesc regions is 34.0 per
i cent, as compared with 20.5 per cent
of men. The highest illiteracy rates
are 10 be found among rural popula-
tions\and in the poorer suburbs of
large cities.

Gaps in theeducation process are:
also found in the developed countries.
In these countries, funcitional illitera-
~ ¢y~ that is, the level nadequate to
cope- with the complex and rapidiy
changing requirements of economic’
. life— is not as casily measured as

atsolute illiteracy but is perceived to .

be an obstacle to long-term growth in
many countries. In the developing
countries, increases in , enrolment
- rates are themselves measures of edu-
cational improvemerits for men and
women. Though improvements have
been made, much remains to be done
to eliminate the considerbale disparity
in ‘the provision of cducation at all
levels. o -
At the primary and secodary levels,
there has been an overall but steady
lessening of the - traditional bias
against women, as measured by their
pereentage of participation in total
enrolment. A major change has been’
. the shampsincrease in relative female

participation at the tertiary level in

. the developed countrfies— from 41

per cent 1n 1970 to 49 per cent in 1985,

In the developing countries, female
enrolment at the primary level in 1985. -
was 44 per cent of total earoliment, at
the secondary Jevel 37 per cent com-
pared with 42 per cent, 34 and 29 per
cent in 1970, This improvement sug-
gests that in the future the literacy
rate for women will be fairly close to

in rural and sometimes in

- that for men. In the developing coun-
tries the' female enrolment rate de-
clines with an increase in age. with the
decline being greatest form the prim-
ary to the secondary levels.

- During the 19805, school enrolment

‘of boys and girls between the age 6
and 11 in the industrialized countries
is almost 100 per cent. and secondary

- education between the ages 12and 17 ;
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shows a high “participation rate for |

girls. As one gocs higher up the
ladder to advanced education at uni-
versity level, the percentage rate for
females increases significantly over

. time. These data indicate that more

females have been participating in
advanced education. and epqality at
the iniversity level has almost been

I
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achieved in Europe. In North Amer- -

ica, female™ participation at the unj-
versiy level has
SUrpasssing male enrolment ratios in
1985. Th Oceania, female enrolment
has risen substantially over the years,
yct proportionately fewer younger
women than men— 19} per cent
versus 21.8 per cent— between - the
ages 18 and 23 were studying in 1985,

In Asia and Africa wide differences
between the sexes appcar at he first
two educational levels. The Provision
of education in the developing coun-
tries roughly matches income levels.
Thus, in 1985, in Latin Anerica,

gone beyond parity,

Bru T gl

secondary enrolment for males was !

71.2 per cent ard for females 69.6 per
cent, whereas in Africa the compara-
ble figures were 59.6 per cent for
males 41.8 per cent for females. In
Asia, only 48.2 per cent of boys and
35.6 per cent of girls were in secon-
dary education. Although school en-
rolment in developing countries is low
between the ages 18 and 23 both
males and females, a comparatively
higher number of women, particularly

in Africa and Asia, are affected by |

inadequate educaional resources and
opporiunities. -'

In developing countries, ynuhg girls |

drop out of school because off [ow

urban areas |

e

family incomes and demanding house-
holds. Additional reasons include ear-
ly marriage and traditional attitudes
inhibiting them from acquiring or
_upgrading skills, —(UNIC feature)
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