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Formal System Can Educate
The Masses
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°f of ali dcvclnpmt.ntal prugrammﬁ of

the welfare states. So illiteracy s to
be identificd as the number one
ynational problem and © cradicate:
litéracy from our socicty we are to
jcxert constant cfforts. We are to
Iremember that literacy is not the goal
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tion of mass educalmn pmgramme |
are to be ensured in- socictics like- aw:iy with. Of coursc. an optimum
ours. -’ time is 1o be allowed for preparation.”
West and south Alfican countries: “This is to be well ‘publicised. Cam- -
have very poor literacy rates. So. to_ ‘paign against thumb lmpr:ssmn and
improve the situation they import’ ‘getting others scrvice in writing must -

teachers from abroad to teach thcirfr“m:*rarsc‘u megn—“dnufp"ﬁpngﬁn'a‘ |
children. But the result they have " media. - lof today but is a means to develope
_obtained is not be satisfactory. SO All industries and other organisa ;our citizens for progress. We are to
they have made it a rule for all the =nuns which employ labourers. pro ] establish a separate mass Education
University graduidtes to work com-! ' fessionals or skifled persons general | Department  under  Ministry | of
pulsorily i m schnuls for one ycar’* ;ly _have accommodation faalitie |Education with a rescarch and moni-
wnhln the compound. Arrangcmcnl Ttnnng unit like in our nclghh(mnng
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lhumh nnprcssmn shnuld “be “done
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"1 DUCA‘HON gives dll’ﬂﬂ and
indirect inczntives to the benefi-
| ciaries. The direct benefit is the
| intellectual developmemt and the in- -
dircet benefit is generally thought in
terms of financial capabilities de-
veloped in the pursuants after com-~
pletion of a serics of regular courses

under formal education system.
But what about the non-formal
| leducation which-is not well known to
.| |our fiterate people who might en-

courge the illiterates to pammpatr: in
the programme to acquire functional
knowledge through literacy for the
beiterment of their lives ? Fun- -
damentaily non-formal education is a
highly innovative and developing’
subject more suited than the formal
cducation to make the common
illiterate people worthy citizens in a
revolutionary methed.

- A project of cow rearing and cow
fatenning. poultry raising. fish breed-
ing etc. may be very lucrative to a
beneficiary for after completion of
the project course he can hope to -

. earn money. That literacy is the gate

I way 1o the acquisition of ail these

1 existence in & society

] sertously

skills and can add something more to
develop these simple technologies is
apparentiy not understandabie to a
man who i fighting everyday of his
where survival
is at stake. So: indirect bencfit of
literacy is atso lost sight of by his our
wnr |lllteratcs ‘

. e —

" So. what the organisers do is that
they apply the latest technology of

‘motivation to bring these people to’
the literacy .centres. The N.G.Os'
motivate them by coupling thetr edu-;

cational activities with some income ’

| generating component. The govemn-
| ment programme does not have this,

bait. ,

That literacy is an incentive in

itsell does not work. well and all

attempts from ail corners are proved

{ to be futile for a man struggling for
| survival and he is a dropout. again.

To him the bare fact of lifé is morney
and he is 10 earn money immediately
to eat and to feed. °

' Dll‘l'etent Methods

This is not ail. Non-formal educa-
tion seems to be a very difficult task

! and everywhere trial and error

methods are going on. No proven
method could yet be devised and
hence the nations working very
to remove illiteracy are
{ound to employ different methods in

| different parts of the same country

even. They have established separate:

‘mass education departments under

which constant research works are
being conducted. Constantly they are
trying to develop suitable curricu-
tum. teaching aids, monitoring and;
.evaluation methods.

In our case also we are to exert

:mote energy on non-formal educa-

tiorr than formal education which is

-CemM

After that they are chglble for any
government job according to their .

choice. So if we conclusively decide
to remove illiteracy from: our socicty
we are to impose this sort ofprecon- §
dition upon the job seekers'in all
sectors. Among other things hke
diplomas, certificates. degrees. ex-
perience etc. We are to make it a;
condition that one is to work in a
literacy centre at least for one year

career. Then and then only onc ma

government semi gmrcrnmcnl auton-

omous bodies or private compaines. !
rience of working i
in a literacy centre should be IheL

In a nutshell, expe

pr:mndltmn for entry to any job ur
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Our social and po!mcal leaders are :
the

u

public teachers at all evels.|
‘Common pcople obey them. So theyy |

|

alter completion of one’s academic ;

y L

be appointed at all levels by the |
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these persons and for retaining thei
I:teracy A mechanism is to be de
wscd so that cverybody is to show
literacy skill in their day to da)
al’fzurs Self-employed persons like
' agriculturists and farmers. agricultar-
“al labourers. ration dealers et¢. are
to follow a rules that persohs dealing
with them are to show writing.and
arithmatical skills. The existing law
ishould be amended to ¢nsure that in

be accepted. A witness will have to
submit” his ' statement in his own
hand, S

The mnceptmn of people’s hlgh
ischool after GRUNDTVIG in De-
nmark brought a
change in the social life of the Danish
people in the eightcenth century
both in the ficld of litcracy and social
awadreness. In our country, 100, peo-

can on any social or political issuc: ple’s high schools are to be estab.

form publlc upmlnn very rapidly;.

Jished {or the farmers in rural areas.

They ¢an motivate them effectwel;.r { These people’s high schools. centress

for a common cause of social upht‘tf
Politiclans

political and social theories. philoso- .

only about the
illness from the society, attacking the . -

tions. Thus the aim is safme. i.e. 1O

sender services to the suffering peo- {}

same problem from différeat dlrct:--

Qur leaders differ widely in lhcu t

pies and practices. The difference it | production of commedities or con-

process of removing :

for social, cultural and recreational

actmhes will be run on the basis of-

- interplay of ideas and thoughts and

+ will become 2 permanent seat for -

mtmdumng modern functional tech-
nology dominating our life for the

sumer's goods as if Thalland

L T _———— o,

! If -thésé ichoolk teach people
thréugh literacy the simple technoto
‘gy of fish breeding, highyielding crog

Ple to improve their lot. If 1t is the | cultwatmns radio and TV assembling
ultimate goal of all our sociat and Yy land repairing etc. people’s participa-

political activities then we may con- -

dudﬂ that th‘c pﬁﬂplt for whom we‘ﬁ-f"‘plﬂ!ﬂlﬂﬂf Dpptﬂ‘ltlml}"‘ﬂxf - —

.ar¢ devoling so much energy. tlmé

‘ple all leaders in position or in;
opposition may be ar one that we
mus! at any rate achicve the target of
per cent literacy. But the
achievemcnt of this target may take -
some ages together. Now. through-
out thesc ages the lcaders may. en-
courge people through their sayings
and doings to echieve
{through formal or nonformal pro-

-{cess. Thus the nation:may achieve |
potlitical commitmieit for the solution |

of the Himalayan problem. the prob- |
lem of illiteracy. Then social work- |
ers. voluntary organisations and

other philanthropic workers will find

a foot-hole in going ahcad with their .

and labour must be made free from

the social end of illiteracy. Soin this

;tssue of educating the common peo- U
mtcrnaunnal in character are work-

literacy .} of T \
1 on literacy, irrespective of whichéver
field they want to work and for this

1

tion will definitely ensure self

- Niclos E
Many registered N.G.Os national/

mg in Bangladesh. Many missionar-
ies are. also working in under-
developed areas of the country with

| permission from the appropriate au-

iLthuritics The N.G.Os are registered

.by the Gowt. departments. These’
{ N.G.Os and missionaries, at the time
of registration. must agree to work

purpose they can not seek any sub-

-ventiont from the government. This

will certainly ease the situation and-
Bive very good results.

In the traditional system of formal
‘education. -individual .interest and

must be made for catering literacy t¢

court of justice no verbal witness will '

revolutionary

T

-countries.

With the increase of poputatior
land with the advancement of scien:
Itific facilitics to recach the fa
'reaching arcas of outlife we are sure
|tu suffer from some social problem:
{which are not yet known to us and o
‘which developed nations are alrcads
‘tired. So to avoid this associalue
|truublc of modern lifc in future wi
‘are to plan our.non-formal educattor
fnp openting another new dimension
‘which is to deal with tcachmg abhout
various manncrs of cquanimity and
recreation. The people’s high schools
.can best scrve this purpose both in
ithe villages and in the slum arcas of
ItOWNS. |
1 Pcople in our rural arcas were
ifamiliar with cottage industrics for
fong. But the traditional industrics
:conid not cope
products and hence: they are now
extinct. Now a niew horizon of small-
scal industries based on modern {ech-
nology mayv be opened to the rural
pcople too.

The reading of radio and TV cir-
cuit and assembling the same docs

with the mechanised

not nced much educanon. il follow

up with rcading maltcrials contain

-these cirvits peoplé will be attracted |

and they will find way to new entrep-
rencurship even in the rural arcas.
This is what is ¢xactly happening in
Thailand or Japan. Of course their
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products are to be markctted proper-

ly by the busincssmen both for home

consuplion and export abroad.
The people’s high schools and the

moktabs shall have to be provided

with libraries. Because these are the
" receiving stations of life catered in-

formation through follow up matc-
nals. The necessity of librarics and
abundant quantitiecs of follow up
malerials nced not be further ox-
plained. Reputed publishers. prin-
ters. and book selicrs are to bhe
encourged to print and publish {ol-

low up materals in large numbers so |
that they may be available cvery- |
where according to the need and b

interest of nco-literates.

| Dmpbuts_

A package programme i to
introduced for school dropouts. A

vast majority of thy primary school :

cntrants cease to continue their stu-
dies after two or three vears of
schooling. The hiteracy they achieve

programme for serving the backward ; . 18 fost very soon. So to retain literacy

Edacaimg with only a small fraction of

: our total population. But non-formal
‘education is to a&im at 80 million
{lliterate people at least. So in the

effective meaures coercive or moti-

{j}unriew of what has been said some

vational for_successful .implementa.

illiterate people of our society.

: A vast majnnty of our pcople gwe

thumb impressions on important

documents and letters written by’

nther This is to be halted im-
The pm::uce of using

individual development get prefer-

.ence over social interest and social
development. So it has been realised

'that non-formal cdcudtion svsiem is

in 2 better position to impart life-
gentered cducation to the bulk of the
puldtmn and is a key to ‘the success -

@ package progrtmme s to be intro-;
duced in our country {ike Indonesia’s
work and study programme (Pdi.lulﬂl.
A Ktjdl’l -

The writer is Deputy Director, Muss
Education Programme .




