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LTI "\ A bilingual society for more than two cetitufies, |
. % Graduates WIthOllt EilgliSh “as we have said, Bangladesh should not have been
‘turned: monolingual overnight by legislation or an
o~ Graduates writing to newspapers speak of- the executive order. Nor need it ever be at all. No other
- awkward predicament they find themselves in be- country m the -region (subcantlnent or S Asia) has
“cause the degree they have received from: their* doneso. English remains: as undisturbed and
“university does not fit the biil of their prospective | flourishing as naturally after” partition ‘in India or
- employers. The reason is they are graduates without .| ipakistan, for instance, as it had before. Neither any °
" English thanks to a decision by Dhaka, university | other country across the thitd worldsince the end of - -
some years ago to drop English from the B A colonial rule has doné, or over thlnkmg of dmng, $0.
4" syllabus There are reports. also of chlldren of hlgh [ Thls paper has been the only publit voice raised. in.

-ranking officials or -businessmen (wtth enough vain against-this fatal policy. The immediate nee d ISj
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‘means) being sent abroad.for. higher. (post-or even. 'to re examine our’ policy on Engllsh N
‘pre-secondary) studies in order that thiey could gam\ L s o . iy / &
‘better proficiency in English (wntten ahd spoken) e T s e

 Equally disenchanting news is that Bangladesm .
students admitted to courses of study in a foreign.,
_country (specially, the U X of the U S) ate either -
failing to make grades and, in some casés, returned -
"home for their inability to fallow lecturés in Enghsh |
Meanwhlle, locally, the need for knuwlcdge of
Enghsh and the steady decline in its standards; as
..- taught in schools, have led to Engllsh tutorial schools' !
“or:houses s;:mngmg up in most places in the capital -
~and other cities. They are run on a largely commer-
: cial basis and charge fees so high that few but the .
"affluent can avail themselves of this pmrate tutorial
. help for their wards. It is no secret any longer that as
_‘a medium of commufication of a vehicle of know-
+ *ledge and intellectual culture English hias fong ceaSed
"to function in our society;it seefns, both by’ policy
and -design. How and since wheit. ‘and “why’ it
g]1appnf:m-:d 1S common knowledge *as well as the
protest from the press and academic circles. Mén of {
.vision and éxperience delivered warnings-as to -the-
> results such ‘sighted’ state policy. on education (or"
' ahout English) would lead to. Those feared results
have started emerging. - ,

There is no mistaking’ tflem OFr the ANSWer they
call for. prowded the authontles that have: launched ‘
i -the decline care to look at therm, turn' around and'set

- about .repairing the damage -done. It 'will.be no
‘exaggeration to say that not only have university .
courses dropped English. Enghsh ‘has .been’ as good -4
as banned ‘from everything that nearly for two-

" centuries and a half had so much to'do with- it as the

*most nounsh:ng component of a. bﬂlngual culture.

- Kept only as an academic routlne iri‘the educa-
tion system 1.€. taught (as would bé clalmed by the %

" education authorities) as a tnmpulsary second’lan-~

. guage at the secondary stage it -has over the years
stayed very much on the sidelines. The- seriousness
‘with which it is to be taught has beenﬁmnsp:cunusly -
absent—Its” exchusion™ from ™ courts 7of “law; offices™ }
dlplomanc actmtles locally, managed fram TV and’;
radio; pmgrammes from- discus§ions afid de:bates in
schools colleéges and universities: and as a medium of

{ instruction in higher studies and résearch activities " . -
" have pract:caily driven the last nail into its’ coffm ﬂ-—--—r
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