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State Of Engllsh Teachmg In
Bangladesh-e_—-ll

SINCE gmmnmr{nmpnsxtmn
work has been carcfully inle-
grated with the texl contents, Lhere is
no provision in the curviculum for
teaching separate - pramimir-

composition books up to class VI.°
| However,

the teaching ‘of scparate
grammar-composilion  books ™ arc
allowed for class VHI and onward.
These books, .as the curriculum pro-
vides, are supposed to supplement the
lcarning n:li' the use of the structural

and grammatical items and lcarning of -

the techniques of doing mmpﬂsnmn
bath oral and wrillen, as pracuscd in
the textbooks. - .
Practicc: We who arc educated or
hatf-educated but not acquainted with
the modern langauge teachingfiearn-
ing melhods/techniques tradittonally
believe thal learning the English
grammar-Composilion  Iems  means
fearning the English lanpuage. This
belief is so strong that utmost care is
laken to teach English grammar-
composition even from the primary
stage (thouph teaching_ grammar-

composition scparately is prohibited
al this siage). Taking advantage of .

this . situation - privatc publishing
houses publish grammar-composition
booXs . which urc bascd mainly on
conlenis  hke  dehning

grammatical  termmologics  e.p.

-AouUns, pronouns, articles, gerunds,

cic and -on - traditional _tcaching
nicthods Jike memorizing grammar
ruics and making sentences to ilus.
trate rules. These books tend to be
fatier and thcy séll beller because
they are so, though these books are

‘not approved by NCTB as course
"books. On the other hand. the smaldler

books on this subject for class V1i and
onward approved by NCTB: as they
ar¢ based on lhc contents and
methods spelled out'in the curriculum
arc hardly indluded in the lists of

course books tzughl in our schools,

The effect is not at ali favourable
for icaching/lcarning English. Those
voluminous  grammar-composilion

books dircctly put the learners espe- .

| cially at the primary and lower sccon-

“given

——

dary levels to a disadvantageous situa-
tion by encouraging - rote-lcarning
only -for the purpose of passing cx-
aminations in English. :

A plaring example of old, obsolete
and archaic usages is the model fetters
in' almost cvery grammar-
composition book intended for the
Secondary and Higher Secondary

—M.S. ‘Haque .

T

columns on Sunday lasl.
classes. Most apphications siart: *Sir, |
hep most respectfult$ to state that..
and ¢nd ‘I have the honour to be, sir,

Yours most abedient scrvant! pupil’
“cte. Besides, the language. usc in the
socallcd model essays piven in these

books is nol_guided, and as a result, is

often beyond the comprehension abil-

ity of the.average students,
Recommendations: tNo  separaie
grammar-composition books should

"be taught upto class VI-and bouks for
‘the rematning classes should be pre-
pared according o the puidchines
provided in the Curriculum and Sylla-
bus Commitiec report, These books - -

may be written by individual authors
or private publishing houscs. But only
tlhose revicwed and  approved. hy
NCTS should be presenibed far use m
schoods and colleges.

Staf_ﬁng 'rimary, |
Secondary Schools

not atiached to individual subjects. It

is the school authorily, more specifi- .

cally. it is the Headmaster! Headmis-
"tress whao. cnmrdermg the qualifica-
tions/tenining cxperience of the mem-

bers on the staff decides who will-
) leach - whal.
teachers -leach lhmr respective sub-

However,  relipions
jects,

As the numhcr of teachers on an
average. is much smaller than necded
for effective teaching of Enghsh (m
fact. many other subjects) in most of
these schools, a teacher is ofien re-
quired 1o tcach English together wilh

iwo/three other subjecls. As a resuit,

he. does not find enough time to
prepare his Engilsh lessons before hf:
actually pives it. :

Another  practice  with Engltah
teaching is often found in many sccon-
dary schools —that is, a socalled
senior or influentiab eacher, even if
he is nol trained in TEFL. teaches
English at higher classes, whercas a
well-trained teacher is not allowed 10

do so only because he is fresh n his .

job and not so influcntial.

Recommendations: [n each school®
some teachers on the siaff (213 at a .

primary school and 3/4 at a sccondary
school) shauld be officially desipnated
as ‘Lnglish 1eachers’ on the basis of
their qualificanons trainmnpg and ex-

Staffing - Cnilt;ges

‘Teaching posis at these schools are -

The first instnlnmnt of this arucle was pubhshcd in lhl‘:‘ie |

]
r

perence, Thesc English teachers will
specialise  in icaching - Enghsh,

Hawever, they may be given to teach:

another - subject- like  DBengale il
nceded,

The l,ngh:h 1eachers in a school
will' form the . Enghsh  departinent

where, they will discuss problems,

. methods and techniques connected
with English teaching at Lhe school, in
or. in the- country or .

particular,
abroad. in genéral. -

“Theory: A gencral pattern has been
adopled by the Government 1n staf-
fing the degree collepes {most of the
609 colleges of the country arc degree
colleges). According Lo this .pattern

. proviston of 4 teachers (1 Assoc Prof,

1 Asst Profl and 2 Lecturcrs) [or each
subject has been made, without any
consideration of the numbcer of stu-
dLan in cach dcparlmcnl-

gs

The 4 teachers in the Enghsh dr.:-
partment of a degrec college have to
teach all the 11th and 121h year classes
in all groups (ars, science and com-
merce) plus BA 381 and 2nd year
classes offering English as an clective
'-;uhjc.ct

“This paticrping of the college -:.Iaff
has given rise o serious imbalance in
the teacher-student ratio in the En-
glish departments. For example, in a
college with approximately 2,000 stu-
dents the 4 Eaglish tcachers have to
teach about 1.600 students {some BA
students and all the 3 Sc and B Com
students being excluded), the tcacher-
student ratio being 1:400. Whercas
a departmeni like Philosophy or His-
tory where the total number of stu-
dents {both H.S.C. and Dcgrce clas-
scs laken together) usually docs not
cxceed 40, the teacher-siudent ratio 15
1:10. This imbalance in the tcacher-
student ratio in English
departments coupled with the prob-
lem of large calsses (100+being the
normal size} has affected English
weacling adversely at the colicges. In
lact teaching Eaglish as a language for
use is simply impossible in the cir-

cumsiances even though the Leachers -

are highly. gualificd” and traimed.
The number of English teachers in
cach collcge should thercfore be in-

. at this level at Rajshahi University the

‘a TEFL coursc for this level. The

_ qucstions test students atilily in lan-

‘ure. As a result, the only skill the

. shoutd e mainly ssed for teaching

creased. No English class should have
more Lhan 30 sludf:nh

English At The Graduatg
Level

English is not a required subject for
the 3 A, pass course stiklents under
Dhaka and Chittapong Universities.
And though i1 is o compulsory subject

students can casily gel their degree
without studying English, as failurc in
this paper is usually made up with the
required pass marks (for a 300-marks
lunguage paper) scored in Dengalr
only. However, these universities
offer a 300-marks cleclive English
coursc al this level. -

* Neither the 100-marks compulsory
English now virlually dropped from
all our university courses at the gradu-
ate level nor. the 30(-marks "clective
Eaglish introduced at these universi-
tics is what 2 TEFL course at this level
should be. They conlain, no doubt,
some languapge items: bul their oo
formal grammar component,
free composition and translation com-
poncnis do not make, by themselves,

s¥llabuses [or these courscs do not
prescribc  ahy  lanpuage teaching
methods and technigues for use in
class. Ncither do the examination

puige wsc. - The literary picces in-
cluded in these courses are too difls-
cult Tor the students at this level to
wiklerstand, and no attempis were
made in the 1exts to lcach languape
through thcse piceces — rather they
were supposed to be taught as litera-

siudents need 1o fearn for passing
English al the graduate levcl 1§ role-
Icarning (or cheating).
Recommendations:: One paper™ in
English of 10 marks should be corm-
pulsory in the B.A. pass - courses
under all the degree-giving universi-
tics.' This will be a language paper
containing some important language
clements and items (al an advanced
lcvel) already taught at the §.5:C and.
H.5.C. courses. A small lilerature
seclion may be added, but the section
musi contain modern writing suitable
to the sludents in terms of lingurstic
and thematic difficultics. The section

language —nol litcrature as such. (To
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