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Quallty Educatlon
For All

_ Increasing numbers of parents and guardlans are
sendmg their children and wards abroad for prosecuting
studies. Mostly it involves students who have done their
post-primary.education at home and are set for courses of
study at higher-secondary, college or post-college levels.
What 1s remarkable about this movement of  students
abroad is the fact that not only more and more famﬂles are

= settling for such an arrangement, but the impression is

growing that education at home. has as good as come a
copper for all practical purposes. When facts pomt to a
certain sct of results then the most sensible way is to take

- congnizance of both facts and results. =~ -

* . The facts are really debunking, concerning education .
from the primary. to post-primary to secondary te'cellege-
and university. Academics, pelltmal leaders as well as the

_ administration are aware of this debacle, and the progres-

*_ sive dechne that has occurred over the past couple of ;
decades or so. But except for talks of reform ‘done on
political platforms, public meetings and or in similar
publicity forums nethmg tangible has so far emerged. And |
nothing is-likely to in the foreseeable future considering

~ the mess the country’s education has got into.. |

r In more than one leader in the past we have tried to |
" point out the lapses ranging from policy errors, pnenty

. 8aps, corruption in education, exammanen-nggmg ineffi-
ciency and dishonesty on the teachmg examining side etc.

, But not an eyelid seems to_have been stirred by such

; comments in the press. As a result the decline continues

?makmg remedial measures mcreasmgly 1mpessrble
i o

i As for those trying to save their: wards from a
calamity ioevitable under such circamstances some
observations seem due. In the first place, the number of

- those who are taking advantage of foreign facilities for the i

+ education of their children is minuscule compared with.

- the immense crowd left behind in the country of boys and-

girls receiving the kind of education on offer at home.

* Among other facts to be noted is that eduction abroad is
- not a freelance business that anyone sent abroad will be |

eligible for admission to the courses of study offered. | ..
~ Prosperity or money can help send a boy to a foreign

. country, but it is his merit and credentials- established by 1 &

' the earlier education grades he made at home only will i |
help him get into a foreign college or umversnty - - 5 3

- If merit is the chif element in the determination of a iR ?
| | ' student’s fate abroad and if that is to be acquired while at

" home, that .also presents-an equally gloomy" outlook.
_Quahty education amd the_ spreading and continuing

- decline has been a rare commodity is this country.
Familiarity with the rot seems to have taken the édge off |

" what is fundamentally the gredtest national tragedy. - {F

‘The huge number of students accounted for by the
schools” and colleges spread -over the country apart, . |
thréefourihs’ of: éducation impatted :in. urban institutionss e "

~1is far below the mark. Only a quarter of students en]ﬂymg i
the advantage of doing their studies in-the few institutions _

. {cadet plus some very old private ones including the | . i 8

i.former English-medium ones now coverted _ipfe bi-medial IR

‘schools) can be distinguished from the rest. ~ . HE |

‘Mostly, students from among this group have chances

t- of admission n foremgn institution dependmg, though on

- the ability of their guardians to finance his education
abroad. So-even here are drop-outs although quite in-a

different sense from those who annually increase by the
thousand. Which shows that merit alone, unaided by.
financial ability, will not enable a student to avail himself |
of quallt}f education obtamable abroad.
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Morally of course there can hardly be any nb]eetlon '
| to this kind of selective education for a social group. But |
snelqlly and from the point of view of administrative
‘jTEﬁE"e 10 Wthh every tax payer has an equal right the |
need|isjtolimprove or upgrade the quahty of_e@ufﬂlgn_';-'-
genera!iy tor Jall MWhile the few -opportunitiesifoundfto]
alcropihoweverssmall! of, properly,educated extmens
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