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L'I'HOUGH years of frustrating

experience  involving student
politics ‘in Bangladesh should con-
vince almost anybody to call for
order and discipline in the sphere,
most governments Or regimes in our
history lacked the willingness or guts
to do. it. Reasons are simple and

; c}ear—-ruhng authorities need strong
‘student force 1o-sustain their power,

positions and influence. Government
leaders are politicians—they care for
staying in power. They are not states-
men who care for the wellbeing of
nation, even at the expense of party

jor personal interests. Bangladesh has
{ seen numerous politicians but hardly

any statcman. No segment of the
nation should realize it better than

-the student community—it is. the

‘worst victim of the’ process.

There is, however, nothing wrong.
1 with student politics as such. St~ .

dents at degree colleges and universi-

| ties have every right to be involved in

' active politics—tike any other adults
"in the country they have constitution-

al rights to do so. The problem,
however, is that a great majority of
‘our youngsters, who neither have the.
‘educational background -to under-'

.stand politics nor the constitution allf

rights to do active politics—are, in

fact, indoctrinated into politics—-

thanks to intrusion of political parties
even in pnmary or samndary
schools. .

Such indoctrination of young hoys-
and girls at the primary and secon-
dary schodls frustrates the basic pur-
pose of politics—ability to make con-
sttous choices from alternatives. By
involving primary and secondary
school students into active pofitics—
political parties concerned are, ‘in-
deed, doing more disservice than
service to the nation—these students

| are hardly exposed to and therefore,

1

barely understand dJifferent opinions
and philosophies. Politics, therefore,

should absolutely be forbidden for

persons below age 18. This will be a
_perfectly democratic standpoint. No

| civilized and democratic country can
| allow its-kids to get mvn!ved in
politics: before they acquire basic:

minimum knowledg: about their
society and the world.

effect will eliminate a big chunk of

-| the student community from politics.

It will also transform primary and
secondary schools into real centres of
foundational education and training.

Two-year - colleges also.. should -be -

brought under such prohibition, as

students of such colleges should be.

less than 18 years old. Strong emph-
asis on politics-free_education up to-
18 years of age or intermediate leve!

‘education should, presumably, pro-
| vide the nation with future lead-
“ership with basic minimum educa-

tional level and skills.
Politics, on the other hand, must

| be allowed at the levels of degree

, colleges and universities. OQur future
leadfrs must be pelitically conscious.
Efforss should, however, be made to
make such politics constructive and
patriotic. The nation that sacrificed
decades after decades watching non-

" sense and nuisance in the name of

A student politics must have the rights
: .3: to stop any andcver}fmcansmmad i g el

An enforceable legislation to this
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t‘mstratmg its hard-:arﬁ:d momen- furws might be able to handle law

tum towards political stability, demo-.
cratization, and industrialization.
. The natton, however, must provide 8
congenial, -free and safe academic
environment to our students and.
faculties—in mlleges and universi-
ties—indeed, in all cénters for educa-
tion and learning. It is high time for
the nation to work out feasible and.
practical’ measures. to  ensure.

-academic environment, ‘in the in-

terest . of stopping -mindless wastage

of the nation’s scarce resources.
Neither the faculties, nor the admi-
nistrative staff stop recéiving their.
- benefits of employment when the:

universities are closed sine die. The
-nation pays—despite no. work is:
done.” The students pay too—in-
terms: of missing dassw'mdeﬂ’
semesters, unutilized time, talent
-and energy. No nation cun afford
- sich a nuisance for ever..

Prospects - for mzuntammg
academic environment, however, re-

mains problematic in Bangladesh.

Many suggest that until a system of
law and order is built by the universi-
ties and degree-awarding colleges,
interested groups
violence-and other kinds of disrup-'
- tive incidents in the campuses, which
might- threaten normalcy, even lead
1o closures of campuses, Many sug-
gest that universities form their own
. security squads to maintain their own
law and order situations.

Western universi ues--irré:spccnve _

of state or private uwnershlpb-havﬂ
their own security guards to protect.

their resources—human and physical
alike. No demunstrahmu‘prmssmn

can take place in the university pre-

mises without prior permission of the

security furces Universittes- have -
their own laws—applicable to their
own campuses. Of course, all univer-
sities work in close liaison with the
government Iaw enforcing agenmes
Man}r fun:lgn trained facultiés in our

universities and- government offices.
are well-aware of organizational and -

functional dimensions of sm:h s&cut-
gty forces,

But how far a unw:rsﬂy-operated;-

security force will be effective in our
CAMPUSES remains an open.guestion.

In Western couninies university

security police can function effective-
ly because the societies that incorpo-

rate the campuses are based on rule:

- of law, Second, outside forces hardly
mess amund with students in cam-

puses. Our country is different in.

both respects. The society is hardly

based on the rule of law, almost.

, everybody is above law in our coun-

contentions, to .an overwhelming
this is plain and simple - truth,
Moreover, who in this country can
doubt that most turmoil, problems,
strikes, processions, even killings, in
our campuses are almost regularly
provoked by forces outside the cam-
puses? Campus security guards will
never be capable. of handlmg such
mtuannns

may be able to stir -

and order situations in our campuses,

none should be so naive as to believe
that they alone can solve the prob--

Jems of violence and’ other pohtical

-k

disturbances in our campuses.

signed positive mechanisms to chan-

nel students” Gme and energy to
productive, - nation-building pur-

pos'es;

» First of all, 'sm:h an enmninent;

vnll depend on revamping of our

age-old education system into a job- :

oriénted and cost-efféctive one. The

whole education system should he'

-redesigned so that it wili guarantee
~ employable future to' everybody—to

_doctors; engincers as well as liberal !
~arts gmduatl:s Students, after suc-:

' cessful completion of their studies,
must be employable—either by the:

state or by the private sector or by'

himself or herself. Successful com-

pletion of education must train indi-

viduals with the right kind of skills

and abilities needed for success s

life, Gone are those days
when education could be for the sake
of education itself. The pation is sick

and tired of waiching English gradu-

ates running the chemical industries

or chemistry graduates messing up in -

the ministry of fina
nce or banking institutions. -

_Establishing a linkage between
“education and job prospects will re-

quire updating of university courses

and teachings to meet challenges of -
constantly changing outside worid of

tradé, commerce, . industry, public
SErVICe,. elc.

strive hard to link each and every
student with their future employers

by -providing ﬂpportumncs for part-

‘time employment, pa:d or unpmd

internships, and through $eminars
and workshops

understand that ihﬂr time, 10il and
energy ‘are aimed at transforming
themselves into pmdumv: human

-beings. Bmdes generating confi-

dencé and optimismi among the stu-

~ dents, such a producuve relationship’

betsveen universities and prospective’
work-places will substantiaily redirce

-number of students to be avaiiable

for abuse and misuse by self-seeking
politicians and unwemty teachers.

- Moreovér, universities must under-
try—-—sﬁme {rustraté the due course of -

law by using political force or power,
others use cash. Although law en-+.
forcing agencies may challenge such

- stand - that the nation néeds politi-

cians too.

With linkage of education to jobs,

-and emphasis on cost 2nd benefit of

- education,
majnnty of people in this country

few, perhaps,, only
genuine ones, will be interested in

active politics. Universities must take -

the responsibility to train these fu-

ture politicians. University author-

ities must understand that the stu-

‘dent leaders are integral parts of the

 system—to society

system-—-they must be rewarded for
their positive contribution 1o the
. Elected student
leaders, for example, may be given
frae studentshlps, free unwcrsﬂy

Gne -
must not forget that students at the!

institutions of higher education——at’
‘universities and degree-awarding col-.
leges~~are adults having constitu--
tional rights to participate in politics.’
Solutmn to campus violenice does not:
lic in" banning campus politics or’
tightening of security arrangements.
. It rather lies with appropniately de-:

‘the university teachers must also]
The -universities must .

Students must.

or political

t'
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accommodation, that IS, a To0m.in .
university halls, free dining facilities, |

" etc. Some ‘of the clashes in the
- gniversities are now centered arouhd
‘efforts_to obtain such. facihnﬁ by

muscle power.

The benefits of such measures will

be enormous. Besides demonstrating :
positive attitude to constructive stu-.
dent politics in the country, legaliza-’
tion of such benefits to the students
will electrify the student politics itself

in this country. Few doubt that much
- of the present trouble with student

politics in Bangladesh stem from our
nation’s negative attitude to them.

A positive role of students in’'
campus life will involve giving thema
© -say in the promotion of umiversity
teachers. . Although our university
professors are well aware of Western .

practice of student evaluation . of
faculty performances, never any uni- ;
versity teachers’ associations in

Bangladesh has demanded such a_
provision for themselves. Such &
provision, at the least, will compel.
the teachers to come to class i time, |
with preparation of subject mate-

rials, and spend appropriate amount
of time in campuses. Under existing

_system faculties alone grade stu-!

dents; in the proposed system stu- i
.dents will also give grades to tt';ar.lnrmr.J

at the end of semesters. Such student : -'

evaluations will be one of the impor- |

tant critenia for personnel decisions |
involving the faculty conceérned. The
'teachers remains accountable to sty-!

dents for his teaching materials, per-

- sonal behaviour as well as grading .
policies. What could be more demo-
cratic? What coutd contribute more,

to improve faculty performance and:
academic standards in our campuses. :
Last of all, in order to curtail, if!

not eliminate, episodes of campus;

violence, the government as well as'

1
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consider the role of the University
Oxdinance, 1973. It has been labelled

by many—by government as well as:

leaders,

opposition university .

" teachers as well as non-teachers—as

the harbinger of many problems in ;
our campuses. By making lucrative -

_positions in university administration 5

elective, the Ordinance, at the least, :
has succeeded in overpoliticizing our :

campuses. -Almost everything in the 4

universities are decided on the basis
of politcal considerations.
. The Ordinance needs to be re.

pealed in order to ensure a system of *
academic integtity and discipling in
the campuses. Otherwise, bad-

money will continue to drive good
money out of circulation, universities

will continue to lose status as centres

of education and learning, and’in-

stead will be transformed, more and -~

more, into hubs of violent politics. .

An overhauling of student politics is

impossible without a thorough reor-
ganization of our educaticn system
and recasting of rules of business in
the universities,. The task s
arduous—may be extremely difficult
t00. Still—somebody—some govern-
ment must do it. The more it is
delayed, the uncértain becomes the
nation’s dream to achieve .rapid-in-
dustrialization, social modemization

tability. | |
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