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NCLUSION -of Agriculture has

B brought a tremendous change in
the secondary curriculum of Bang-

has been adopted to derive out un-

. | érployment and frustration among
- | thé. youth. But it is very much sur-
| prising that 5ofie people have viewed
. |it negatively. Even some of our -

dailies have weritten editorial against

| the introduction of Agriculture as a
= subject of study in schools. But I-do.

not find any reason why one should

ture education’in the secondary cur-

" | iculum. Everybody will agree with
- | me that the development oi Bang-
ladesh depends much on agro-based .

industries.- And for this- we require

- { not only specialists in agriculture, but

we need knowledgable. persons &t

that all children can not complete

Jprimdry education. At least 30% to

35% pupils leave school before com-

| the pupils admitted into the. primary-
tlevel of education. What is their

} the ‘proper way ? Why can they not
| find economical eolvency 7 This is
I because ‘secondary curriculum Had

A socio-economiic background. As &

4 the £amily and hence, society. So the

v il =

~ Compulsor

" lum. This will help them stand
“their own feet. I
. based secondaty curriculum will also”
,teduce the pressure on higher educa- .

ladesh, rather a positive approach

‘be against the inclusion of Agricul-+
 areas in Bangladesh. As a result
primary pupils concerned have been -

. | grassroots levels, It is true that fo-
: ] other education can help a man find
© | self-employment. It has been found

pleting_primary education. And ab-
oul. 50% pupils. cross the door of :
secondary cxamination from among

1 future ? Can they serve the nation in
" more or less practically done by %0%
" per cent pupils with their own hand. -
fot been constructed so as to suit our

| result they after become a burden on -

y

only way to make th::m an asset for
society is to introduce Agriculture
.education in. the secondary curricu-

afl -
think this agro-

tion. Many will find a proper means ;
“to arrange self-employment.

. We have observed that the Prim-

ary-directorate has been successful in

_inconie-generating education by in- :

troducing Agriculture education for |
the primary pupils in some of the /

able' to incréase family income by
adopting, modern and scientific
methods of agriculture. So if primary -
pupils can be of great help to-their
family, why can not the secondary
level pupils 7' Actually the objective *
of Agriculture _education' in’ - the
secondary level is ‘mot to prepare
spécialists, but to train- youths in

- different fields of agriculture-in such

a way as to allow them to choose one
or two from among. the different

" fields 10 create their own job. It will -
be clear if one goes through the -
- ‘books  meant -for the secondary’

pﬁpils. It ‘will also be found that the
conteats kept for these pupils are

“The only thing new is that scientific .
_ skills and knowledge have been in-

serted in theé curriculum, which' will
tead the pupils to manage and in-
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crease agricultural produces through
a scientific approach. These books
contain topics like crop production
: poultry, bee-keeping, cattle farming,
fishcultivation etc. So the curricutum
.here has no complexity and is not at
all a burden for the pupils, Mgreoev-
er, to teach these subjects, no spe-

. cialists in agriculture are required. -

Teachers of Biology having know:.
ledge of Zoology, Botany, Soil Sci-
ence’ and related subjects can easily

. handle the agriculture teaching. The

only thing required is the whole-
heard endeavour of. the teachers. .
Above all the skills of these teachers
can be up-dated by conducting short
trainings by the agriculture special- -
ists posted in their own localities.

. It is clear that there i$ no.aHerna-

‘tive to teaching Agriculture in order

to prepare our youths as ‘income
generating * niembers  of society.

. These youths can choose a subject:

for living from among those which’

" they practised with their own hand in -
+school. Thus one can start a life of hus .

own, if he can not proceed to the
higher education. For this purpose
very small investment is required.
Even our financial institutions can,

Thelp these youths 'in these employ-;
- 'ment programmes. ¢ - )

It is in matter of interest that
college and university graduates are,
being trained n various vocational ;

- courses to enable them to become a
productive force. ‘Here one will find
. that miost of € courses are agriculture-
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‘reduce ‘unemployment and side by
‘side to build our youths as income-".

- own feet- We can also think of other .

pairing; TV, freeze mechanism and

- wide as the fields of agriculture.

. the urban areas have got no sufficient

“thy and some contents are not at all |
" fit for this stage. That may be true. |
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Agriculture Education

oriented. So why should we not

=

. begin’these courses from the school

life, “specially from the secondary
stage 7. . - - .
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We "j'must accept Agriculture
education in the secondary level to

generting citizens standing on their

vocationa! courses like electrical re- |

repairing, computer courses etc. But
these courses demand costly machin-
ery and fechnical persons also, which
very - few ~schools can provide.
Morecver, these fields are not so'
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“Some argue that a lot of schools i -

tand for the agriculture courses. It is
true to some extent. In that cases,
courses like bee-keeping, fish cul-
tivation, poultry, cattle farming etc.
can well be dope. == -

Some of us say that the cumculum
for the secondary stage in very leng- |

But it is also true that curriculum IS
not a permanent thing, it is dynamic. |

80 let the present curriculum be

impiemented. In course of time the.
curriculum can be evalauted and can |
easily be changed, moderated to fit |

‘the needs of the pupils, if necessary. |,

The wzﬂfer is a Lecturer, Dhaka r|
Teachers” Training College. *




