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that peace returned to the campus soon.

already been to a grem exte
disappointment and 3 foss
feadership. Since the clashes among them have recognis-
able political over tones may we not ¢xpect the porty '
leders, together with intellectuals and academics, would
eschew their starid-offishness and do the needful to
dissuade the students from the war they seem (o -he
headed for. ' -

this direction has to be one initinted by the political
leaders of rival parties or ailiances. And that will certainiy
ot come automatically. A bold positive effort alone could
make it possible. Even: while we say this we still believe
that student leaders on their own (1.c. independently of

emtbrm —

Amlty And Initiative On Campui

Battle-lines look as clearly drawn on education
campuses. starting with Dhaka University, as could be:

reasonably feared from the polarisation of nval forces on -

it. We recall with a great sense of loss the interim period
“of peace brought to Dhaka University (and by and large.
to the other Universities) by the student unity under the
banner of APSU or all panties student unity everywhere.
" This idea and achievement of campus peace spilled
out to all ofher universitics. 1t was haited not only by the
non-political section of university students: the country as

- a whole having almost despaired of peace among universi-

ty students, hailed it. Even in some public quarters the
populatar satisfaction over this student wisdom went as far
as to imply that youth and students have at long last

. succeeded where adults had long Failed. Indeed., the great

political change linked to the beginning of a demacratic

*+ process ‘had a critical . deaf 10 do with student- unity
. formally established: on the campus, They even. (a rare

“phenomenon in third world politics) figured in quite a big

way in national elections. with votes won and thus, both -

'~ theoretically andfunctionaliv becoming an integral part of

the democratic process the nation has seen launched after
decades -of frustration. L

- Netther the ‘country nor, for that matter, the student

. communtty and their leaders can afford to-reverse 1his

excellent record of amity and co-existence on the campus.

- The most spectaculir résult of this peace’ on the. long.

iroubled campus was the absence of violence, which it
looked very much it would éndure because it was backed -

bv the rival parties not only getiing together on one

ideal of student hurmony. |
Needless to suy the immediste beneficianies of the

“platform but -snlemrilv'ducluring their allegiance to the

cosummation were the students themselves. Need ORC

remind them what the continued campus trouble had cost

them in Joss of stuidy hours, session-jams. dislocation of -

examination schedules, defayed results and loss of em-
ployment opportunities besides other disadvantages.
Ta be sure. idealism that goes with youth, particubitr-

Iy students who dre yet to get inducted into the 'witvs of

the” world”, .mainly - accounted for this miracle-looking |

success in this country, . .

Guns recently 'txmming-'luudarrrhn thé‘ Dh'u'ku Uni-.'*

vemsity campus. for instance or the reported chises and
counter-chuses. or the clashes in the residentia] hils

reflect a pattérn of group und party rivalries which. with 3

sincere will and determinution. student leaders ¢

need,

There was a time ‘when those tterested in how zi‘:f.'

£

ere | an vel
tgan nise-above and deliver the peace that is the crucial
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university was run. principally in academic matrers. were ™
the paremts and. guardians of students. Ever since the'

campus stasted sliding over the pisst three deades or so. it

~hasbecomeam ‘tlgr_?ﬁpni aunid cancern for the nation as

-_”\L*hailé’. “AlLiN uding |\;cup!é" in 4l stratd, otherwide with'-
lietde stuke in o unversity, not functionally as it should. are
painfully watching this seenario and wish most wistiully.
it does not the result is bound to be. us it hue
nt, a- further country-wide
of face for the student

k
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Without the students joining in the ‘move for peice,

policing the campus or campuses by the adminisiration
alone would remain & most ing

: | inadequate means to i,
As we have just said the first next move to be miwde in

polttical leaders) can once again pull together and
dcmpnstmle that while they. out of their adofescent
puassion, chased cach other they could also bury hutcher

el o

and virsouce euch other. If 'vouth and cducation would ]{

Rot binig this miracle about. what or who else would? -




