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i A novel project which- -makes
learning - Mathematics child’s
' play while creating awareness of the
Bramrlmnmcnt among childrep has
+won an Indian primary schoolteacher
"a top Commonwéalth award.
Materials used in the Maths games
devised by the teacher are so basic
that even the pﬂorest of schools in

lIZ them. All they need is cardboard; a
{ piece of wood, colours and brushes,
| marbles, shells and buttons.

{ - Young children learn to. count,
| divided, multiply and subtract va-

the game they are playing.
The games were the idea of

1 Abbasbhai Khokhar who teaches at

Dasada, Sundranagar, in the western
Indian state of Gujarat.

His work has now been recognised
by the Commornwealth Association
i of Science, Technology and

" which has awarded him the first prize

{ in.an annual comeptition: for Com-
| monwealth educators. . _
] - Abbasbhai Khokhar has devised-
4 four Maths games, using cardboard. -

One of these, for children aged ip to

I six, is a variation on the ‘snakes and
1 ladders’ theme where players start

with square:1 and aim to get to a
lotus flower at 100.

On their way around n
circles they meet creatures such as a
frog, a fortoise, a crocodile. and a

| water snake amid a colourful back-

ground of mountains, rivets and
- trees.
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.mlﬂurs and a su{ 51dcd dice.

“developing - countries . can  afford-

rious figures within 100 depending on

Mathematics ‘Educafors (CASTME)

narrowing

| Chidlren use buttuns uf different
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Teacher Turns Maths Into Chlld’s Play

-~ Asif Khan B
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“he

throw of the dice determines the
number of plac.f:s a player can move.
The button'is ‘eaten’ if it lands in z .
square with an animal, and the.play- -
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~er has to go back to square 1..The .

first player to raach the Iutus is the
winner. ' LA

Mr Khokhar says children not uniy ,

learn to count, they also leam a bit

about the environment as they move-

buttons around -the board passing

,alung mountains, trees, rivers and

marine life. “And they. learn *hat

" lotus grows in water.” - -
About 170 awards and mmmenda— ,

tions, have gone to more than 30-
Commonwealth countrie$ since the
scheme’s launch-in 1974, the year

when CASTME -was formed.
Most winners have. come from

India, though countries like Austra-

lia, Britain, Cyprus, Guyana,
Jamaica, Kenyd, Malaysia, Seyche!-
les. Sri Lanka, Trinidad and Tobago
and Uganda have also done well.
The schéme is open to teachers in
primary, secondary and_ tertiary
education as well as education offi-
cials. Entries that 'show innovatve
work are particularly ‘encouraged.
CASTME was created to provide a
link between practitioners in the

teaching and .learring of science,..

technology and mathmatics (STM).
throughout the Commonealth. It
places particular. emphasis . on ‘the
nced for STM-education to be re-
levant to the social;, ¢ultiral -and
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_ emnﬁrrmc cénditmns”o”f munmes
" poncemed. 3
- THe association recewes financial
help - from * the Commonwealth’
Foundation and administrative sup-
port from the Commonwealth Secre-
tariat and the British Council.

It received a boost with the recent
.announcement that fréom 1997 the
* awards scheme will be co-sponsored
by the Royal Academy of Stience
Internauonal Trust (RAST'I‘) based
in New Jersey, USA.

Dr Ved Goel, honorary secretry of
CASTME and a chief programme
officer in the Secretariat’s Education,

Department, welcomed RASIT”S in- -

volvement.
- “It i§' a feather CASTME s cap’

and an indication of its standlng in.

-the mtcrnanunal mmmumtv smd

Dr Goel, hxmsclf a SClence educa-

ftonalist. .

The extrz funds from the acadenly
| wuuld allow the association to give
-cash and other tangible prizes with "

the certificates,
awards would help to attract still
better entries.

From 1997 the first prize winner

- will receive US88$3,000, with $2,000

-and $1,000 going to second and thu'd
places.

The award scheme was the idea uf

Dr Maurice Goldsmith of Britain,

'founder president of CASTME, who -

“was honoured by CASTME in De-

cember 1995 for his services to the
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~ certificate. on |
‘from Dr Federico Ma},ur, d:rcctur- :
'gencral ‘of Unesco. -

-with their counterparts in the huma-.

he added. Cash S

~ teachers were making curriculum 10° ¢
roads in accessing STM education to !
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BSSDEIEHGII He: received a spemal»
CASTME’s behalf

'I'hc prescutanun o0k place dur*
ing :a’ symposium at Marlbomughf
House to mark the 21st anniversary
of CASTME whose work has been.
prmscd by Communwcaith cducation *

" ministers, .

“Fhe inter-relationship of STM
education with the arts and humani- .
ties' was the theme of the sympo-
sium, opened by Commonwealth
Deputy . Secretary-General. Nick . l
Hare of Canada. The theme went tot]
the heart of what education was ali-
about, he declared.

Mr . Hare said : “The impact ﬂf
scienceé on the culture of a commun-;
ity -depends on whether the gulf‘
betwecn nhdmduals can be reduced.

“Thls reduction de,pends on. tﬁe_
scientific community wntkmg closely

nities' and the arts in solving the.
problems of society and making sci-"
ence 4 more integral part of oné's .
culture.” ~ :

“He said déspite: lack of resources
many innovative and imaginative

children in schools. ;e
- “Their efforts often pet over-

" ‘looked. CASTME, ~through -its}{

~ awards system, has encouraged, rec-
ognised and rewarded many .such

teachers, and that is no small !
achievement.” . 1
. Commonwealth Feature ___~ . ¢

s e I




