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CHITTAGONG, Nov. 6:~Presi-

-dent of Society for Care and Educa-~
. tion of Mentally Retarded, Bang-
" ladesh (SCEMRB} D.P.. Banja on -

" Fridav strongly pleaded for the rights

of education for the disabled mcluda.

ing mentally retarded in the strategy =
for -universal education -for- all
citizens by .the year 200[} repurts

-BSS,

- Speaking as th:ef guest at a semi-
nar here held under the auspices of
SCEMRB:; Chittagong branch D.P.
Barja also the Managing Director-
and Chief Editor of Bangladesh'
Sangbad Sangstha (BSS) said the
bamc tights uf disabled mmpnsmg
about ten per cent of the country’s
population need to be recognised In

the overall strategy of deve:lupmcnt

planning. He said about three per

cent on the country’s population -
. according to WHO estimate consti-
tute the size of mentally retarded

population in any country.
The day-Iong seminar. presided

over by Mﬂhammad Muslem Presi- ¢
- 1dent uf,SCEMR‘B Chittagong branch’

was addressed among others by Col

.Dr Mohammad Labibuddin Khan,
Director of Chittagong Medical Col-:

lege Hospital as special guest. Safi-'
qur Rahman Chairman of SCEMRB, ,
Chittagong divisiona) catchment area .
programme, Mr  Muslemuddin
Ahmed Chowdhury, Headmaster of -

- Nasirabad Government Boys High
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School and Joyketu Barua, " Vice-
President of SCEMRB - Chlttagnng
branch.

Mr. Barua in his speech said prog-

.rammes for education, training and

rehabilitation of the mentally re-
tarded should be extended fo the
rural areas: He said a national net-

stresse

work .committee on r:nmmum -

based rehabilitation has been consti- -
tuted recently with the initiative of

SCEMRB for the rehabilitation of

the di¢abled persons with the in-

volvement of all organisation work-
ing for the disabled.

Giving a backgmund of activities
of the SCEMRB in the nationai and
international fields Mr Baa said

'Bangladesh is poised to hold the
“Asian conference for mentally re-
. tarded-in 1997. He emphasised the

ineed for rehabilitation of the mental-

ly retarded and enactment uf law in

the Parliament for protecting the

rights of the mentally retarded and
~ ensuring protection of their property

rights in future.
The day-long seminar on catch-

. ment area programme for commun-
ity awareness about meniaily re-

tardation split into three sessmns

highlighted the problems and pmg- -

. rammes for the mentally retarded in
educational " integration in normal

schools médical senrlces and rehabi- :

litation.
Dr. Sayed Mahfuzul Hagq, head of "

" the Dcpaﬂment of Psychiatry, Chit-
tagong Medical College and Dr-

Ekhiasur Rahman, child specialist .
Chittagong Medical -College, - Ataul -

Hakim, former President of Chitta- !
”gun Press Club, § C Roy Chow-
dhury,. General Secretary SCEMRB g

branch, Jahangir Alam senior guide +

teacher of SCEMRB Chittagong .

Abdul Munaf, Thana Education’
Officer Kotwali, Advocate Samu'
Kar, General Secretary, SCEMRB,
Feni branch and Shafi Majumdar of
Comilla branch were among othefs

‘who participated in the different
session of ‘the day- lung seminar.
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‘/nghts of education
for disabled"
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