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' #~NAUGHT in the crossfire of

__urban politics, the universities.

"are more often closed:than open.
Examinations are continuously de-
Jayed, some. even postponed. On

average, an Honours programme”’

takes five to six years to complete,

even then completion is not guaran- |

teed. . Faculty demoralisation 15
dramatic and acutely visible.

The problems facing the education-
al system in Bangladesh are complex

and by definition do not allow for a™

unique solution. However, the estab-
lishment of a private university may
| be part and parcel of a general reform
of the educational system and it’s
certainly worth exploring. In an ideal
world, the notion of a private uni-
versity- would encompass the whole
.gamut of academic disciplin€s in the
areas- of "science and . humanities.

| Hnﬁevpr, the implernentation of such’
a university would prove-too ambi--

| tious a project.to undertake. Instead,
it may be worthwhile to concentrate:
on a smaller scale version of a general
private university, perhaps a schoot of
public policy capable of providing

undeigraduate degree in fields such as |
economics, public . administration,’

sociology and _finance.” This article
seeks to propose such an idea.
The motivation for a private um-
versity is almost self-evident. First,
there i a great need to isolate educa-
tion in Bangladesh from the uncer-
‘tainties of the political system. In one

| sense this is already an-impossible-,

task, All institutions, whether private
. or ' public, cannot be isolated from

natinwide hartals or Government -

 posed closures. However, it-seems .

that the commo sine die closures are

more a result of the jpermeation of-

urban politics in the student body.
Tragically enough, this finkage be-
tween urban politics and the student
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body isﬁbeing'pmmﬂted- by a few at
the expense of the majority. A riewly
established private university; which
would cater to a much smaller student
body, would be more cffective in
seeking to cut this political linkage. It
i§ tragic and ironic that a country born
otit of student politics must now seek
to isolate edication from politics. But
there is no doubt that a more subtle
balance between politics and educa-
tion must be found, and a private

university may be a component of that
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. Secondly, the possibility of working
as a faculty member in a private
university may prove to be ai attrac-
tive option .for many - Bangladeshis
living abroad. more and more, there
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" are cases of expatriate Bangladeshis,

representing a variety of gducational

-backgdround and work experience,
seeking ways to return to Bangladesh

permanently, or temporarily. Furth-
ermore, a whole group of Bangladesshi
students, pursuing their doctoral
programmes in the US and UK in the
fields of social sciences, are often in’
search of institutes to base their re-
search work. Both of these groups are

.perfect candidates for.developing 2

faculty basé in a private University. <
Indeed, the ability

of a privae Uni-
versity to attract both these groups is,
in‘itself, a justification for the creation
of such a University. Needless to, say,

the creation of new facuity position

will also bé an incentive for students
and professionals. in- = Bangladesh
proper. =~ ‘. . -

A third reason for the need for a
private University _is- the near
monopoly status enjoyed - by the
national University system. It seems)
that “there is a stagnatio in the
academic work provided by the facul-
ty. This, one can hope, is not the rule,

‘but certainly it does not seem to be

the exception either. There is an
urgent nced to infuse enthusiasm and
healthy comipetition in the system.

“Job security can not be guaranteed .

solely on a seniority basis: A system
where excellence in teaching and re-

search is rewarded needs to be intro--

duced. A ptivately run University
would have a bettér chance in ntro-

ducing such a change and also provide .

a yardstick to judge the faculty In

‘nationdl Universities,

Finally, there 1s a need for reform-
ing the curriculum of some of the
major departments in. the national

Universities. Reforim of such curncu--

e must be based on the notion of its
suitablity and applicability to the
problems faced by ‘Bangladesh.
However, a caveat must be raised.

When teaching a subject, for example

eénomics, a whole body of work must

be covered before a student can be

considered. an economust. This 15 a
self-evident proposition. However, it

seems that once these tools are taught
‘it becomes important to ask how they
may be adapted to the context of
“Bangladesh. Even if one accepts that
the departments within the national
Universities are effectively covering
the gamut of-topics necessary 10 grant

the students.an” undergraduate de-

eree, a proposition that can be justifi-
ably questioned, one can be wary as
to.what extent the national Universi-
ties have equipped the students to
contribute. to solving the problems
faced by Bangladesh.

Implemeéntation and Fi-
nance |

_An important first step in the for-

- mulation of a private university is the
issue of accreditation and aceptability
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tion, including foundations, are al-

tries. An affiltation with a well known
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of the faculty and the degree both |
nationally and . internationally. One | |
solution would be establishing afi |
affiliation with one or two.recognised |-
universities . abroad. In thé past. |
American unjversities have had cam- |

pusés overseas and have often assisted
in the development of curriculum.and

faculty- training. one .would need to .
cartfully. assess the possibility and
feasibility ' of foreign university 1in-.
volvement. This is certainly an area. |
where the Bangladeshi community
living abroad can play an_important’
role. oo '
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The issue of_affiliation is diso im- | |
portant in the context of finance. one,
cannot overemphasize that a venture)

‘of this type crucially depends on the:
amount of finances initially estab-:

lished as an endowment for the um-
versity and its ability to earn current’
income ‘on a non-profit basis. Potén-]
tially the sources of finance are rila_n—!_f
ifold. First, international organisa-}

ways willing to finance local educa-'
tional enterprises in developing coun-.

university may facilitate the abilty to-
frm  international
sources. Secondly, one should ot
underestimate the amount of money:
that can be generated in Bangladesh.

Various' private groups have already

expressed interest "in assisting the
development of such a university. The

growth of a new industrial private

sector in recent years has slowly
transformed the need of the private
sector specially in the form of skilled
management cadre. - Furthermore,’
many of the upper middie class would

~ prefer to see their children studying at

a local university versus bearing the
burden of a foreign education.(To be
continued). g




