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" Prime Minister Rajiv. Gandhi said
. today there wus no chance of lifting
! the ban on best-selling author Sal-

‘man Rushdic's: l;ttcat novel. ruporls
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The ‘Burnhuv born authnr $ sutanic
verses. shortlisted for Britains re-
spected Booker Lllen Prize. was
banncd Liast week after Mustim ‘lead-
ers and. Oppmnmn politictans com/

plained it wis offensive to Islam. .

Rushdie who lives in London. pro-

tested -against the ban in an upcn
_leiter.to Giindhi puhlr-.hr..d mdd

- the Indian press. J
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by Rushdie.
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