' -_ettainah The statement of this external aid-giving |
- lagency 1s close to reality. Studies .in the Pust  re-

Pnpulation growth has outpeced the growth .

rate of the economy in this country. As a result

| pevertv squalor, illiteracy and unemployment have

inrrezsed. This is SO . despxte the efforts made ~ by |

| .officin]l and private agencies -pfopagating popula:

tion conirol and extending services and facilities |
There is also a visible apathy among ‘the people with }

recgard  to adoptlon of contraceptive methods.- {
Populatior: eetwitles are yet 1o b-e put on a8 proper

footing, . -

. The nvelvement of the governmen’, agencies.
though' widespread now, was in a low key in the

fifties snd sixties. It was largely done by privatej

agencies like the family planning association and.
other sffi'iated agencies, It is only in the post-libe-

-} ration days that a Family Planning and Pepu'ation}

Control Dmsmn with subordinate cffices, was.

created hy the government Some 150,90 popula- |

tion workers .are now engaged by the official agen-
‘cies at a tremenddusly huge cost.: Non-govemmen-?
| tal agencies have also gone into the field with ela-:
borste -arvangements and services, Yet the conira-

ceptive prevalence rate-(CPR) among the eliglble |

couple$ in the country is far below target..

' . As pmnted out by the: World Bank in its last
report, the data generated by theSe agencies are |
far from satisfactory. So the projected reduction-
of* population growth to 1.8 per cent fmm the pre- |
vailing rate of '2.6.per cent by 1990 ' may not be|

vealed that data on adoption of population con-
tro. methods were not reliable, allegedly. due - to
inaccurate recording, fraudulent practices resorted
to by workers, supervisors, motivators and ciinic |
personne! in respect of distribution of materials or !
adoption of terminal ‘'methods. The programme be- |
ing based on unreliable data, the cumulative effec |
is bound to be disappointing unless-corréctive mea-

sures are adopted by apprepriate authdntzeb with—‘

out delay.

" The problem is connecfed. also with its accﬁ_
ance by the majority of the people who are ill |
'1ate. These people are not in a position tc appre- |
cigie the small family norm. For them, a- child is |
.ian- indirect social- insurance for old—an'e 'which Is
ndt insiired by the government as done in the USA
land the UK. What is needed -is to present popula-.
‘tion programme in its-positive aspects. through,
among other means, sustained motivation campaign
and field work. The small family norm along with the
family planning implements has to be pres..,nt.ed to :
-the eligihle couple for an easier acceptance. H

., . Experiences of countries - like ‘Japan: . which _.
attained a zéro-growth-rate. of population in the
fifties have to be examined “for proper guidelines,
The thrust of the programme there was.on widen-
ing the base of education, development of skil' for-
better ear nmgs by the eligible couple and tle expo- 1
sure to a better standard of life. One. may add that ;
population activities geined‘i Cwider:aces 1pt:tnce in
countries with- aﬁmgher ‘rateof | literacy. wand;rhétter:
|

employment Oppdrtumtxes May: be, gart nt. the .Te-~
sources now empioyved for population activities

could wall be diverted to spreadinig . universal pri- |

. mary eduéation including -population. education.

. Likewise, employment opportunities and, training’
facilities may also be expanded for eligihle- couples
'as supplementary programmes to population ‘acti-

vities, For this, the entire programme should be i

based on data that are vadd reliable and. aecurate

It may be noted that data generated by popu- -
| lation conirol agencies are based on services ren-
| dered ~r the impiements supplled In many cases,
the recording of information is left to assistantsand
motivatnre who are innocent about the necessity of

accurate snd reliable data. Even the forms used for .|

recording information have yet to be standardized
‘58 8. result one finds it difficult to compare the
information obtained from even two. family welfare.
cenires not to speak of formulating safe guidelines

for the fviure. Now that population. programme is.

organized at the' official level and assistance from |
aid givers and non-government agencies ic avsilable |

on a remilar basis, there shiould be nerceptible im-
provement in’ services, Updated methods of collect- |
ing, compiling publishmg and -utilizine data . on
‘popnlation have to be adopted not only tu satmfy.
the demand of: aid-givers but .also to eliminaté pre=
valling deﬁcxencies ef the pﬁpuletmn pmgremn{e/
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