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predsions, its rivers, foods and
~ mohsoons, and !
of walet and aquatic life, the
colour and’ profusion
other featu
and suc r ‘ itmost
every sphere of life and acfi-
vitles of its people« in arts and
chafts, architecture and sculp.

literature and people : in
tute, lit chafts, architecture

literature and

¥a rlﬂlyr

mark in

left some

arts and
and sculpture,

the abundance

Chittagong districi
described gs

East isian culture
Recently, however,

more than a dozen ground and
ished. narrow-butted hand-
o - ma'nly of |
ta.
uufinisheg
d half-fin'shed . pieces an
?:w materials from the 8th-9ih

‘ axes and chisels, ‘
fossil wood and quartzite,
gether with some

These arel
he%lqnnitﬁft Stgu?ﬁ:-*k
ithin the

Assam group Wi complex |
we hava;

Maina.

usie, Since the 13th century,
ﬁhen Tslam largely replaced its

decadent Buddhism and taint-
ed Brahmanism, the aspects of

the .countrv received a more

drast’c transfotmation, but th-

basi¢ factors, both physical

ccnhurv levelts af the
mati excavations W
clear affinity with the Neoli-
thic industries of West Bengal,
Bihar and Oiissa. That group | .

haps that req rose even w
18 roughly dated to the 2nd Ist

They show

culd

and cultaral,

remained subse

centurv B. C. on the basis

of
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-youngest amohg sovereign  been gmiwmg o e etore the
1states of the world, it is never- Ganges de tit mang Rice fe de.
itheless an ~anciept country appearance O rors::
'with its roots gong far deep. vendent on three m:;‘a annual
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the story has just began to floods. No won ler that our
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' in most  shiftings and eno it de-
t:l[:l:rrsthﬂthe Egguﬂgrﬁp?lir lgf Ben- Dposits constantly chang 512.
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El : hers nature had s larger obliterat'ng the known cﬁ_u
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| flush it with their rich. Archaeology is essentially a:
red silt.water and make it a study of man in his en}rlrt'::thn
.Inew jand ' every year by their ®ent. ngs ﬂ::dnslgr: égr énm m:
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records the earliest known
Bengal famine and the excel-
lent measures taken to meet |t
by the governor of Pundrana
gar, now identified with the
ruins of Mahastha and it¢ en-
virons in the Bogra district of
North Bengal. No mateial re-
mains of th's or ot the subss.
quest period, with the excep-
-tion of a few terracotta fingu-
rines showing ‘Sunga’. (2nd
cent. B.C.) characteristics,
some punch.marked coins and
the so-called NBP pottery, 1s
on record till we come to the
Gupta times (4th cent. A.D.).
Even for this period there is
an utter scarc'ty of archacolo

. f1cal material.

GUPTA PERIOD '
Samudragunta (335375 A.D.)
the great Gupta emperor, con-
Quered nearly the whole of
; india ineluding B-ngal in the
| middle of the 4th century A.D.
Only Samatata, the trans Me.
ghna terrtories of Com.lla-
Noakhali, still maintajned a-
semblance of independance as

a “frontier kingdom” (as
ment oned in his Alaabaa Pilar.
Inscription). It was probably
absorbed during the time of
his son, Chandragupta IT (376
415 A.D.). Signficantly, goid

coins of these two cmperors
Maingmati excavations. More
signfiicantly, the 3nly . known

have been recovered hom the
Gupta record f->m South-East
» & lengthy copper-plate
grant of Vianyagupia (507
A.D), the last Gupta emperor,
was  discovered in this very
arca. It gives jan unusually.
detailed description and archa

elogically valuable information
- degard' ng the geography and

toporaphv of the locality re. GoOvinda Bhita is ascrihed to
corded in the grant. Gunika- late—~(upta period on insuffi-
grahara of this record has <clent grounds. Its partial ex- |
been identified with Gunaighar Cavation vie'ded oramental
village, the finde no about 12  bricks and sculptured terra.
miles north. of Mainamatj, <otta panels of the characte-
The village itself pests in an ristic Bengal type but no clear

extensive  Guota period ruins
inciudine those of a fine Gupta
femple concea'sd in the debris
of a higher mound. It is a

pity that the villager now have
almost totally

the last few vears, but the

lower remains ‘are st'll intact.

. * —_-_I‘-—"'—"—-J -

North Bengal.
old fort with its palaces

Only iwo other monumenti,
both at Mahasthan and gene-
rally aseigned to the end of
this period, are known.

The most anchient remains
of historic Bebpal lies
Mahasthan near Bogra in

The imposing

termn.,
ples and shrines, and the ins

numerable mounts nd monu-
mente
about four miles all
evcept the east, where flows
the histor'c Karatoya, repre.
.8ent Pundranagar, th

. for
around

dotted  outsida

¢ anclent

Ccity and it5s suburbs. It was
the provineial capital of the
BMauryas in the 3nd Century -

tB}iC.; and so ‘t remained under
e
#th to 6th cent. A.D.
glorious period, however, was
under the Buddhist Pala rulers
of North Bengal angd Bihar,
from the 8th to 1ith centuries
A.D. and to thic period belong
most of the visible remains of
(Mahasthan including the oblong

imperial' Guptas from the
Its most

at -

Gokul «till
octagonal bane, probab'y for a

tahtially the same, Some un.;
derstanding of th's esserntia;

. background, in which-the crea-

tive inteli‘génee of the people

found expression, Is necessary .

¢or an und'rstanding of th's

distant land of Istam——for am

derstanding of anv or all
:1111& elements that have gone
Into the making of" what we
broadly cali “Bengal” culture.
t PREHISTORY

It is no longer correct to say
that Bangladesh has no prehis-
tory, though we «¢till do not
know much about it. A cHance
discovery of a stone celt from
Pangamati ic the Chittagong
H'Il Tracts and an evolved Up,
per-Palaeolithic han_tl axe from
the- hilly Chhagalnaiva in the
eastern firinge of Noakhali
near the bhorder of Bangladesh,
are the onlv known Old. Stone
Age mater'al. The oldest evid-
ence, however, comes not from
the highiands of Bangladesh
but, surprisingly, from
deltaic flats of West Bengal
across the border, These crude
implements of aquar.zite found

the -

olit finds from the Ban.?
;ar}iar;nd Tamiuk e:*havatlnn”
in West Beneal., The= fallacv
of such dating hac come out
quite dramat cally in the dis
covery of Sarai Khola, a Neo
lithic site at Taxila which now ;
fa'rly dates Sir John Marshali’s!
Neolithic celts excavated fromy
historic Taxila tc the 3rd mil¥
lennium B.C.° and earler.
Here in Mainamati, the thinly-
forested lateritic low "hls,
fertile valleys and springs with
an abundance of fruits, roots
and wild life orovide an ideal
environMment for Neolithic set.
tlements, And these Stone Age
specimens recovered "Irumg,_
occupation levels of the exca-y
vation must have orginally
come from there. In any case }
there is no earthly reason why | -
the highlv civilized Buddhisys
would Lke to go back to the |
‘Stone  Age; these Neolithic |
finds do not fit in that Dud-
dhist context. In the generel
time scale of Stone Age India,:
the Neol'thic phase of eastern
India is admittedly later than'

at Deulpota near Diamond ihat of western or northeru’
Harbour in the 24.Pargands  India : but how late it is can.’
distyict are estimated t0 be  pot he determined w'th any,

100,000 to 300000 vyears old.
We have no other information
resarding the makers of these
tools and we cannot tit them
at nresent ‘nte any coherent
storv of human evelopments
in the area.

Our information rezarding

" ths Neolithic phase is no bet-

ter. Prevously we had very

vague an
rtegarding

and shouldrred tools
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Salban Vihara, Mainamati, Dist, Comilla Te g

Warrior with sword and shield A fine poge wit;m mttéu{: m i
_ inent almost Mk floating in the alr iikke 8 Vedyadhara -

d sketchy information
the stray finds of

i cimens of facetted
only five sbe 5 de of

fossil wood, chert and 1 mes-
J— T T ) e . A

degree of certainly before such;
tools are discovergd in their,
proper context. .

EARLY HISTORI(C PERIOD l
The earliest menti>n of _Een-1.,
gal ‘s found ip the religious’®
literature of the Aryans and-

the peographical writings of

the Greeks. No record of that

distant past is known, but
evidence of Maurya role ‘n the}
3rd century B.C. is_providedi-
by the fragmentarv Malasthan |
-stone ‘plaque inscription which J
_ - e e

.........

o

rine Bengal to raise the levels

her sacred buildings on the

ﬂat_, monsoon-ridden plains.
This  massive 28 feet higk!
cructform brick mound at

relaine on top an

fort, some 5000 feet by 4000 circular Buddhist stg a, replac
feet and 1S fe-t high, surround ed later during fphe Sl;na
ed by a 1l-feet thick brick period (12th cet. AD) by a
defence wall  Excavation has square.shape Sva temple. A
revealed its rectangular plan ,rumber of teracottas ascrib-
and a'so exposed number of " ed to Gupta period were re-
structures inside  including covered from the excavation,
two jarfe temvles on Baira? but no chronology was estab,
Bhita. More important struc- Iished.

i

place. Kotalipadg with its
mmblf_: rins and mysterious’
past is a tantalizing ch:llenge!
to the archaeoloplst.
BUDDH/BT (44

_That leads us to the Budd-

hist veriod o¢ Bangladesh. ihe
last preat phase of that re.
markable civilization which,
though virtualle extinct {n ths
land of its birth, flourished in'
Bangladesh from the 7th to.
11th centuries A.D.

The earliest known Buddhistr
rulers in Bangladesh are the

tures, however, remain hidden
belaw the modern 'Mazar*
(tomb) which occuples the
high~st mound. Recently, a
stone inscrption and Jlarge
life_size sione  sculptures of
intteresting types have been
recovered from: this area.

Close outside the fort near
ihe rest h
massiva V'snu temple on

evidence: of Gupta age,

The most remarkable monu- °
ment of Mahasthan, however,
lles at Gokul, 3 village situat.
ed about a mie to the south
of the
construction of
compartment pagked solidity

fort. It is a cellur

rectangular

hiyuse, a large and

a number of

On the outskirts
city, three to four moues
the north-west of the fort,
Iff_-s & concentration of RBudd
hist ruins. It is with one of
the outlying mounds, the ex.
tensive  Buddhist ruins ap
Bhasu Bihar that we are ene
gaged ap present, We will
come back to it shortly.

POST-GUP'fA PERIOD
Gopalgan) a2 .the .Faridpur

district today is one ‘of the
most  ill.communicated low-
lyving areas in  Bangladesh.

Surprisingly, it is this back-
water that Kotalirara or Chan
dravrmana-kota, the unexplor.
ed metropolis of the earliest
known ind:pepdent kingdom
of Bengal, is situated. From
inscriptions and
coins we . learn that three

sovereign Xings: Gopazhandra
Dharmaditya and Samachara-

of the old
1o

similar grounds.

there is uo visible

ancient pernsins at
Its sniall

and its nzine cannot
ficant as there
dozen viilagss in  the
with the name.of Kamta or
Javakamta, all
able finds of antiguities. Simi.
larly, the isolated tmound of :
Chandi Mura is too small to
conceal the r~mains of a capiv

Khadgas of Samataty, known'

m a number of their ingerip
tions, coins and sculptures,
and from the accounis of the
Chinese travellers. ‘Thair capie
Jaya Karmanta Vusaka . hag
been identified by N. K. Bhat-
tasall with Badamta in the
Comilla digtret: W réfect]
this on sound arthaeological
basls, as we a'so do his lden”

tification of Chandi Mura
mound  with the Samatdua’
capital of D cvaparvata  on|

investigations now  teveal,

‘trace of
Budkamta:,
mound is nwdemn,
EE Eigni‘_;
are at least
district

As our ﬁeld}

with camba’r*_J

The Gunichar grant was issued

with earth as the base of g

deva were ruline in Benegal! in

tal city: the surface indications

from Krioura, g Gupta centre
believed to .be somewhere ip
' the Comilla distsict.

|

ta'l, massive poditm for crow-
ning a stupa or temple.  This -
tvpe of construction was found .-
e _especlallv._ suitable for | river-

the 6th century
their seven copper.p'ate grants
-and -8 post-Gu
were  recovered

—_—T

AD Five of

pta gold colns
from thist

4 ——.-.——-—_=u_.“-. —*_.

Suggest
larga
lost canital we musgt look elge-
where, probably towards Queen
Maivnamati's Palace mound on

the existence of -aj‘
temple here. For ti‘le

ern extremity of the Mainde
mati hills.

THE KHADGAS (TTH CENT.

the Gumti river at the nnrth.I

known except
Deulbari temple, now to

¥

No Khadga monument is

the damaged
Iy

However, our recsnti

explorations .in the area have

re

l About

"’ ROIE,

vealed interesting facts.’

14 miles South of

Comilla and not very far from.

DaAulbari
two siupas, one still

lie the remains of!
retuark-

. ably  well.preserved, at Nua-i
§ para village on the west side.

the Comi'la-Chi ttagong

.,niz-hway. More interesting are
the ruins of a very extensive
scttle;nant site called Vardhan
Mura’ on the other side of the

road. A large modern village

Q6

its top has been built al-

w108t entirely with the antient,

¥ birg

far outside.

cks, and

the ruins extend
These mounds

{and monuments almost certain-:
v belong to the Khadga period,

as

[ ]
M.M

N L

indicated by the surfacel
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