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Exam Shops
The education sector in the country is booming in more
senses than one.. Not ‘only are i(mdergartens and coaching
centres protiferating; all kinds of wates are available to help
our “scholars” through ordinary school and cullege exams.
-They conie in the form of “Notes” (invariably by a Board of
meessors), ESSEI}’E that can be gotten by rote, English |
_ Grammar made easy, Answers to'set questmns and what not.
Accnrdmg to a recent mews item in a coniemporary,
quesnon-paper-pubhshers in Dhaka are doing brisk business
catering to both students-and their teachers. So ‘dependent
> are both groups on these help tools that neither feel able to
'_ ‘ 'cope with anything other than'their note book questions.
' “There have allegedly been instances where teachers were -
-~ forced to alter specific questions during actual exams becadse
| they were not on the “suggestlons hst or quesnnn-answer
handbooks. -
The amazing thing is, questiﬂns set within the syllabus -
are not considered fair b}r the exarhinées if they are not
“common” to the mass-produced notebooks they had used. - .
“The fact is, most of the country’s educatmnal institutions and
the “teachers who man them find nothing wrong in the
getting-by-rote methud of instruction. Unlike selected pri-
vate institutions that stress on the Impnrtance of mdependent
thinking and- creatmty during the learning years, most’
'schnﬁls and colleges and<€ven unwersmes in the country are
happy to employ mindless teachings methﬂds that are good
only. for producing herds of certlﬁﬂate—eammg MOrons. | *
‘Under the circumstances} is it any- surpfise that. the general
standard uf education shdu]d smk, lnwer and lower in
Bangladesh‘? - N
" The cumulative effect of this glanng intetlectual povemr
is apparent virtually in every sector of national life. A ¢
Master’s: degree holder from the average institution today
does not measure up to even a Matriculate of the 1920s. To
~ arrest this decline we need nuthmg less than a tntal overhaul
of the education.system, startmg fmm the primary up to.the
- secondary and tertiary levéls. - [
This calls for bright and bold minds at the pohcy makmg
' as well as in the working field, so to say. Let us try to give real.
" education and get the thmkmg faculties moving.
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