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HE primary education sub-sector
is propped up with heavy doses of
financing and

assistance .in the recent past. The

+ ‘universal primary Education (UPE)

programme and related activities are

- not only pushed but closety monitored

by the donor agencies. They also
helped the Ministery of Education in

- organising several seminars and work-
-1 shops for preparing the Fourth Five

Year Plan (1990-95) document.
One such programme was the
on ‘Universal

-+ Primary Education iri the 1990s’ held

at BARD. Comilla. in April. 1989.

-} Some of the important recommenda-

tions of (he national workshop were :
(a) A compulsery Primary Educa-
tion Act should be introduced. This

1 law should make primary education

» ¢+ compulsory from 1991 for all children

- 4 should be encouraged to support the .

g

| 6 vears old in grade’l.. Thereafter
| these children should be retaned in
. school until completion of the pirim-

1 ary cycle,

thas ensuring prnimary
education for all primary school age

1 children by 1995. (b) A favourable

climate for action should be created
'by national advocacy and awarencss
raising. A social mobilisation process
should be initiated to create a social
movement for unjversal - primary
education. All concerned. including

| various non-governental organisa-

tions-and women's groups should be
brought into the movement. The mass
media, especially radio and television,

movement. (¢} The percentage of

GNP spent on education should be .

incréased from its present rate
(approximately [.7% to 2.5%). The
present intrasectoral allocatioh of
approximately 47% to ptimary educa-
tion should be- asfeguarded. Private
sector involvement, ° participation

. couraged. (d) Prnionity should be given

to the employment of female teachérs
to encourage higher female enrolment

1 and pariticipation in univesal primary
{ education.

(e} Special provision
should be made for girls. especially

-3 fromdisadvantaged families. This may

take the form of schularshlps sub-

| \ sidies ete. Trust funds’ where neces-

-sary. could be established for this
purpose.
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In addition, a specal resnlutmn
taken in the workshiop stated that,
~In order to supplement the Ministry
of Education’s efforts in policy forma-
tion and implementation. a natinal
committee may be created to assist
with the process of natinal advocacy
and the mobilizatin of public opinion
in favour of complusory and univesal
primary education”. Consequently. a
national committee Tepresenting va-
rious segments of the society was
constituted for the purpose stated
above.

Meanwhile, preparation for a big
event was taking place at internation-
al levél. A ‘World Conference on
for AN sponsored by

World Bank was scheduled for
March. 1990, in.Bangkok. Reginal
Conferences preparatory to the

World Confereence ware planned in
1989.

host for the South and Central Asian
Conference on Educatino for all. It

was held in Dhaka in December,

1989. For the RegionalConference,
like ali other participating countries,
Bangladesh prepared a Country
Document incorporating a “National

Plan of Action for Education for All

by the year 2000°. Because of the

- sueccessful -‘Regional Conference in

Dhaka. . the Government of Bang-

adesh at the highest level was invited’

to attend the World Confcrence on
Education for Ali asa special guest,
these events of considerable signifi-
cance in the arca of batc education at
regional and world level. encouraged
the Government of Bangladesh to
introduce and pass the *‘Compuylsory
Primary Educatin Act. 1989 in ‘the
Parliament.

The *“World Declaratmn on Educa-
tion “for All' and adoption of the

‘Framework for Action to Meet Basic
| earning Needs' in the world Confer-
ence on Educatin for All held in
Jomtien. Thailand. in March, 1990,

“represent a wordwide consensus on

an expanded vision of basic :ducatmn
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Bangladesh was chosen to be thie

- sory Pnmary
.What is needed is to implement the

and a renewed commitment to ensure

that bésic learning needs of all chil-
dren. youth and adults are met eflec-
tively in all countries”. The World
Conference was indeed a great event
in the sense that the world community
showed genuine concern for the cause

~of education and committed itself to

help and assist the nation states in
their efforts to eradicate the curse of
illiteacy in their respective countries.
In other words, the world community,
the UN agencies and other funding
organisations have joined together,
for the first time in human history, to
mobilise human and financial re-
sources for wiping out the scourge of

illiteracy from the face of the earth’

through appropriate action program-
mes "at natinal. reglunal and world
level.

L:teracy and primary education g0

. hand in hand. In fact, illiteracy should
.be elimiinated at its source. that is. by

prviding opportunities for univerasal
access to all children of pnmary age
group and ensuring completion of
primary schooling. This can be done
through a well planned compulsory
primary education programme. For

us, we havé now in hand the Compul-
Education Act, 1990.

provisions. of the Act. The Draft
Fourth Five Year Plan has accorded
topmost priority 10 introduction of
compulsory’ pnmary education and
has earmardked Tk. 1162.27 crore
(48.98)%) for the purpase In add-
tiont. the Gneral Edutation Proiect—

a five-year (1951 95) “development

roject to be implemented by the
Ministry of Education with financial
assistanice by a consortium of funding

~ agencies led by World Bank pmmdes

95% of the project cost (320 million
US dolars) for primary education
sub-sector. When these preparatmns
were being taken at professional
level. the whole issue was politicised

by autocratic regime of Mr. Ershad.

who has noe been thrown in the
_dustbin of histug_ 2}_,: PEEPIEEP“W“*
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The Mlmstery of Fcucation was |
engaged in drawing up an unrealistic

pulsory primary education in the |

country from January. 1991. Every
body expressed doubt about the fesi-,

bility of such an ambitius programme -

hurriedly drawn up and thrust upon
the ill-prepared government machin-

ery for implementation. But rational |

approacteand well being of the people

were not the order of the day. Every |
thing was done either {or persenal or .

political gain.
Rewvision

With the fall of the hated regime.
there was no doubt that Compulsory

Primary Education programme to be -
launched from January. (991, will go-

Educatlon In

through a preess of revision. The {

recent annuncement of the. Minstry
of Education in this regard has con-
firmed that. The press note issued by

‘the Ministry of Educaiton has ciar--

ified that neither the Universal Prim-
ary Educatino (UPE) programme nor

the Compulsory Primary Educatinn_

(CPE) programme has been post-
poned. The UPE is very much on the

agenda and CPE will be tmplemented'

in phases as envisaged in the relevant:
act (Compulsory Primary’ Education
Act, 1990). In the present circumst-
ances, this seems to be the only out.

But we hope this iS an intenim

arrangement. The ministry of Educa-
tion would do well to pive a second
thought about implementing the CPE
in phases. Considering the mpro-
tance of CPE for improving the litera-
cy situation in the country it shuid be
introduced all over the coutnry-from
next year, that is, from January. 1992.

The relevant act does not bar us from 5

going for it in one go. From the, point.
of view of economy, justice and eully
the whole country should be brought
under the umbraella of CPE pmgrem
me at the earmhest opportunity. W
must remember that time ia a r:rumai
factor and a programme of such a

natinal improtance should not wait for |

an ideal situation to come. If the |
Minsitry of Education starts preparing :|,
from now on, there should not be any '}

difficulty in launching the programme l

from January. 1992
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