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viaKe eaucaton iree
from politicisation

Speakers tell roundtable

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a roundtable yestetday
called for making the education
sector free from politicisation.

They also identified povertyasa
major factor hmdenng the goal of
achxe\nng umversnl primary edu-
cation.

Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies (BIDS)
organised the roundtable on ‘Ban-
gladesh in next five ;years:
Strategles for reducing incquality
in access to quality educationin
the city. g

Education has to be freed from
the grip of politicians, which was
snatched from the hands of teach-
ers, said Prof Abdullah Abu Sayeed,
chairman of Bishwa Sahitya
Kendra.

The representatives of political
parties must be withdrawn from
the school management commit-
tees to protect education from
inefficient operators, headded.

Presenting a paper, BIDS
Research Director Dr Rushidan
Islam Rahman said children from
the households of the lowest

irmmnrin suncin hasra cmecnbl laciae

school enrelment rate compared to
thehigherincome groups.

Atpresent, the enrolmentratein
the primary education is 85 per-
cent for the lowest income group
and 94 percent for higher income
groups, while in the secondary
education, it is 54 and 80 percent
and at tertiary level, it stands at 8
and 14.2 percent.

Policies counteracting the
negative force of poverty should be
urgently piirsued,” said Dr
Rushidan Islain.

Besides, about 45 percent of the

»~~ _students do not get éptimal sup-
port from schoolteachers and the ..

teacher-student ratio stands/ at
1:60.

Dr Mahmudul Alam, senior
research fellow of BIDS, in his
paper said though gender parity
has been achieved in many
respects during the period from
1997 to 2005, the enrolment of
boys in primary education has
fallen.

He also said that performance in
universal primary education is
better In metropelitan areas and
district towns than in rural areas.
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for strengthening the local gov
ment and community monito
to improve the performance o:
rural schools.

Manzoor Ahmed, directo
IED, Brac University, sugge
arranging special teachers’' u
ing on quality education and ir
ducing inclusive education in1
areas.

He aiso called for brin:
underprivileged children
ethnic children under the prin
education programme.

The speakers also stressed
need for universality of educa
and quality education.

They called for effective im
mentation of competence-b:
and result-oriented curricul
recruitment of qualified teac’
and better school environn
and academic supervision.

Shaheen Anam, executive di
tor of Manusher Jonno Foundan
Dr Rasheda K Choudhury
CAMPE, Dr Kaisar of World E
and Dr Zafarullah Chowdhur
Gonoshasthya Kendra also spol
the roundtable moderated
Quazi Shahabuddin, chrecmr 1
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