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Bangladesh Nationalist Party Chairperson Begur
aleda Zia has stunned everyone, not least her stu-3
nt fronts, by suspending the Chhatra Dal Central
ymmittee. It is a welcome move though fraught with
suble. Although no rcasons have been cited imme-
ately, the announcement Sunday evening is widely
.en to be the result of the recent spurt of embarrass-
ig delinquency demonstrated by the rank and.file of
1e student fronts. . _

Ever since the landslide victory of the BNP-led
sur-party alliance, various groups. under the ruling
arty banner, have been out capturing hostels. hails.
us and Jaunch’ terminals and what not, weilding arms
nd swaggering about, drunk with a "Tt's-our-turn-now’
ind of attitude, vis-a-vis the Awamni League-supported
ronts. What is worse, the grabbing spree is generating
»ad blood not only between the Chhatra Dal and the
Awami League student wings but also among rival
sroups within same party badge-holders.

The BNP student front is, reportedly. splintered
into three groups of equally aggressive rent-seekers
(what else are they) and violent interaction among
them is causing the newly instatled government a'grea
deal of headache. This surprise move is likely to b
foliowed by a change in student leadership. But :
more drastic attitudinal change was noticeable earl;
on. The BNP Secretary General Abdul Mannai
Bhuiyan last Friday did not mince words when he ad
dressed student leaders in their central committee of
fice. He advised the 'employable’ leaders 10 look fc
jobs and others (above the age-bar) to go for business

In other words, the message is, they 'should sto
leaning on the BNP for their upkeep! These are bray
words indeed, but in theccurrent political cultur
would the elder's advice be onoured? Student politi
vis-a-vis the mother parties have become sO sullied t
years of irrational patronage that overhauling the sy
tem would require no Jess than a national movement
which all the political parties in the country wou
have to be involved. Unless godfathers (and g
mothers) of all parties cease to mislead impressionat
youth with ‘carrots’, and misguide them into becomi

Stunning Suspension \

" monsters bye and bye, we cannot hope to 'clean’ s

dent politics and restore the idealism of youth and !
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