The Pristine View

What Price Educatlon"

WL UBUMLG uiasSes, tradi-
tionally the standard bearers
of education have long

1

-.since been priced but of educa- .

:tion. No_longer able to patronize
¢local“institutions due to their poor
. e‘ﬁucauonal standards and not able

‘o, afford the cost of sending chil-

\idrén to the new’ breed of schools
«that "have grown up since libera-
“lion,” the middle class children
:have nowhere to go.

" . Although no-one can argue
- with- the principle of public edu-
cation founded on equal opportu-
nity, in 2 country where class
differences ate vast and where
funding for pubhc education is
one of the l6WeSiin, the world, no
middle classiparentas unlikely to
send thetr”ghtl % willingly to
schools that fiofe Gften than not,
ofter only a-siib-standard educa-
tion. As under present conditions
there appears to be little scope for
improvement, this class of chil-
-dren must either go without a
proper education or attend one of
the private schools, no matter the
cost.
What happens to the children
who are forced by their circum-
stances to attend a public schooj

Here they must follow the pre-
scribed  curriculum  which h
been designed ss a stepping stonq
to higher education. For the mid;
dle classes this form of education
may be ideal, at least in theory fof
it is dependent on maintainin
standards. But for most children,
the form. of. education_ on offer i i
one to which .most will never
aspire. In effect this means money
spent for their education often
goes to waste. Even those who do
opt for higher education soon find
that without the services of a pti-
vate futor, they flounder within
this system that lays stress on
memorization rather than on
problem-solving and analytical
skills.

Bui the fact of the matter is that
the role of the state as exclusive
provider of education has long
since undergone a dramatic and
radical change that cannot |be
undone and, although this change.
at least in theory, provides a §tu-
dent with a greater (if not betjer)
choice of schooling and systems.

this rmay not always either benefit
the /child nor the nation as the
ushrooming of - pnvate institi-
}taons with their foreign orientation
are neither subject to state control
nor do they have a responsibility
jard the child.

s they can do very much as
they like in deciding the amount
of fees to charge, Many follow a
line of seeing what the market will
bear rather than what is reason-
able or socially responsible. Cur-
riculum and educational standards
are not uniform but the alterna-
tive, the state run schools are, by
the admission of the Ministry of
Education, under a sector that not
only has a large leakage of funds,
is also crippled by corruption and

rﬂlsappropnat:on of funds. Any =
sidual hope anyone may harbour *-
abous improving the quality of

education quickly fades when
fhced with these facts, If an in-
drease in budget allocation would
make a difference the people

.should press their representatives

for more funds provided that such
a move does not force the minis-
try to raise the fees, thereby pric-
ing out the poor.

However, poor as these schools
may be in quality education the
curriculum  was designed to
achieve the goals the nation has
set for education. In fact it would
scem that a good deal of thought
went into its design yet despite
this, there are still a good number
of defects. Why this is so is inex-
plicable because there is no dearth
of genuine experts and expeti-
enced educationists, so why is it
we are unable to create an envi-
ronment conducive to equitable
education.

With so many children not re-
ceiving the education and training
they need to get them through life,
it is time to remedy the defects,
but first we must know what edu-
cation should do for the nation.
Unless it is a means for upper
social mobility, it is a sheer waste
of time. In other words, the role
education plays in our lives must
be clearly defined and just as
clearly understood by all the peo-
ple for though education must
meet the needs of the nation, if the
government is concerned only

withe; ecnnomlc growth, we may

edad Prwith the poor gelting the
short end of the stick at the lower
end of Lhe scale and the middle
classes getting the short end of the
stick at the upper end. So how do
we strike a balance?

Obviously we need a wider vi-
sion of what we, as a nation, hope
to achieve from education which
means if we really do wamnt to
improve the social and economic |
fabric of the nation, the role edu-
cation must play in the life of the’
nation must be more clearly de
fined. But as much will also de
pend on how willing people are t

and;,

trong educational sygy

cation Developthent™ S
(PEDP) for 1997- 2002 are ¢ yalal
clear. -
Although everyone agrec
education system is in crisis afd?
say it has reached a point wher
something must -be done, forth
coming remedies -§eém few and
far- between Of course this is’
casier said, than done," for the!
teachers themselves seem o, hav
fost diréction and msicad of being
the guiding’ hght as ‘they . shouldg
be, they seem:to be- ready to
destruct. “If--the” tcachers
function as.the conscience 6f
ciety, as a nation we are o
Therefore in addition to redéfi
ing the role of education” we must*
also redefine the tole of the
teacher by spelling out his respon-
sibilities. If as a nation - we cannot
reach a consensus on this we car-
not provides our youth with the
guidelines they need. If we cannot
incult in .them their private and
sécial responsibilities, .then ' the
deficiencics cannot be erased. In
other words inst¢ad of beinga
force for positive action the teach-
ers have themselves become,' a
rctrogresmve force and if this has
resulted in a chronically low stan-
dard of education, we must ﬁnd
the answer quickly.

Unless immediate measures to
restore excellence in education in
public schools is undertaken and
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forego private income expenditure V.9
spicuous consumption i
developing and susi R

for establishing the constiwtifina
right 10 higher” educatich foif al
who seek it are not confirmeéd? the
standard of education on ofler wi
plummet tumﬁhé?. ‘
schools have,
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effective swhen ' the #ight
tions are met. Althotigh, wedi
define those conditions,

also remember thal the ¢Enpd
is a tool and not a crutch but il
bottom line is that as teach¢is ai
parents are still the most imp.
tant factors in influencing. il
couniry's education, everylhii
will ultimately depend on them.:
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