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"SAARC sumimit to be
~ held as scheduled

KATHMANDU, Nov. 30:—Sec-
retary General of South Asian As-
sociation for Regional Coopera-
tion (SAARC) Nihal Rodrigo has
- reiterated herc that the 1lth

SAARC summit will be held as -

scheduled from January 4 to 6,
2002, despite the unstable situa-
tion in Nepal, The Rising Nepal
said Friday, reports Xinhua.
"Although the situation here has
changed now, the SAARC summit
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will take place as scheduled,” The
official English daily quoted Rod-
rigo as saying while addressing an
interaction programme with local
people.

"All depends upon the govern-
ment of the Nepal. It has o tighten
security, which is necessary in
auch conditions," he said, adding
Hiat terrorism will be the hottest
agenda in the summit in addition
to the issues of social and cco-
nomic cooperation in the region.

The Ncpali government im-
posed the state of emergency
across the country after the guer-
rillas broke the four-month-long
ceascfire with the government last
Friday and launched massive at-
tacks al police and security per-
sonnel, killing about 100 police
and army soldiers. More than 200
guerrillas were also killed.

The I1th summit of the seven
South Asian countries was origi-
nally scheduled to be held in
Kathmandu in Deccmber, 1999,
but was postponed duc to the es-
calating nuclear tests by India and
Pakistan.

Established in 1985 10 promote
regional economic cooperation,
SAARC groups seven South Asian
“ountrics--Nepal, Bhutan, Indig,
ithe Maldives, Pakistan, Sri Lanka

- and Baneladesh.



