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Int'l telecom carrzers threaten
to halt payment to BTTB

Finance Mlmster agrees to cut TAR rate?

-

As the telecommunication ministry
has been dillydallying any decision
on reduction of international tariff
rates, international telecom opera-
tors have threatened to unilaterally
withhold payment to Bangiadesh
Telephone and Telegraph Board
(BTIB) and to settle future pay-,
ments at much lower commercially’
viablerates.
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Meantime, the BTTB held a'

meeung with Finance Ml.mstel; M
Saifur Rahman on' reduicing Total
Accounting Rate (TAR) on.
Novernber 1. TAR is the amount that ;
is shared equally by BTTB and for- .
eign telecom firms through which
the call is routed. The minister had
reportedly agreed in principle to
reduce the rate to fight illegal call-
termination business and asked
BTTB to prepare a report,
Mysteriously, even aﬁg 9" days,
minutes of the meetine hava il

réachéd l?ﬁTf fiirther d€ aymg ‘the
process.

And as days drag on and hxgh call
tariffs prevail, the country continues
to bleed crores of taka every month
in illegal call-te, ;‘unanon busmess,
using VSAT and“BTTB lan ines.
Even a BTTB drive to discosfiect
outgoing calls of “som’é shady
internet.  service prowders (ISPs)
'in UYEd infall- -ermination did not

Tl ;- Sources

"mobﬂ’" ﬁhones with Iancﬂme &

nectionfacility to do the busiriess,

According to internatior
telecom operators, calls rout
through them to Bangladesh he
been dangerously dipping. Briti
and US operator partners of BT
such as BT, ATT, MCI and Spri
which collectively send about 601
cent of all international traffic
Bangladesh at aratio of 1:8 (fof evc
one callfrom Bangladesg, 81%
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