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‘Plans to bring 20m
~ school children
- under SF by 2015

' The ‘uccrcmn' in=Charge of the
I Ministine of anary and Mass
. Education, M Musharral Hossain
, Bhuiyan, has called for concerted
- efforis. to scale up School Peedlng
{SF) programme 0 enhancé .the
primary -school atiendance and

improve the health staws of poor.

children, reporis BSS.
“Bangladesh has made signifi-
cant improvement in the social
' sector, particularly in education,
but still many school-age children
f'n.mam outside schoojs and suffer -
from malnutrition,” Bhuiyan said.

! He was participating in a spe- |

! cial TV programme with a local TV
1 channel on child hunger on Fri-
day.
, Around 20 million children will
need o receive primary education
1, by 2015 10 achieve Millennium
. Developiment Goals(MDGs)- 2, he
~said.
- Bhuiyan said, “The government
is fully commined to the pro-
1 gramme, but the ongoing SF pro-
. gramme is nolt enough to mewt
existing demands. We need’ do-
« Nots support 1o gear up the pro-
i gramme”.

the programme,

“The  School Feeding pro-
gramme which provides daily
siacks 10 schoolchildren is indeed
contributing o the |mpILmema-
tion of govemmenlq policy of
universal primary education by
improving access 1o basic &duca-
tion, particularly in poverty-prone -
food- insecured dreas,” said
Emamul Haque. .

" Referring 10 other MDGs, Ha-
que said “If we end child hunger .,
.by 2015, we will have effectively
achieved the, first MDG thap of
halving the-number of all hungry §
people by 2015.” '

Sharing his field experience,
Kayes said, “The project is a good
example of a, parinership ap-
proach where the goverimen,
UN. and NGOs are actively in- .
volved in it and communit_\- WIS
the programme.’

WEP's existing SF progranme
prnwdes 600,000 poor schoolchil-
dren in 4000 schools in poverty-
prone arcas of Bangladesh.

To increase the coverap: vt the
programme, WEP Bangladesh has

M. Emamul Haque, Head of jbeen working closcly with the

- Advocacy, WFP . Bangladesh and

lmrul l\a)u, Muniruzzaman, So-
ial Direcror. Rangpur, Dinajpur
I Service {RDRS), a northem

based NGO, participaied in -

. Schoal Feeding Plus. profraiay:
10 cover live million poor child
by 2ma. .'
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