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but was herself considered as property 1o he
inberited by man. Among many nations
including Arabs in the Davs of ignorance, a
step - sunor brother took pussession of a dead
man’s widow or widows alung with his goods
and chattels, This shametul custom is forhid-
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But the greatest bliss
15 the Good pleasure of Allah:
Ihat is the supreme felicity (1X : 72)

It will thus be seen that there exists in Islan
absolute gender equality. Particulatly to note
in the Holy Quran the masculine gender i

cen Allal ordains:

0 ve who helieve!

You are torhidden to inlierp
Women against their will,
Norshould vou treat them

used penerally, in speaking of a mixed
assenebly of ment and women.

fAcknowledgement: Profusely quoted from
the Holy Quran: Translation by abdullah
Yusuf Ali).

The Renaissance of the
Guimet Museum

Henri Gaudin

howaas 1o pive back to the binlding s oemer
THEG t reeassent e strocture Iz eledr s
v Fhe pole olanusenn i to abler hospitali-
cas mach as o s visitorst this is especially so
in Asia arowhere it tre st the biank
Avein il dngaie the subpecr seld And, asin
eraptiness that brings a subject o lite, falling
windmp itsell iirto the trees and gathering
untain cioud. Su hollow and Joose is the very
mation between tull and empry, that it is
pav too much attention to passages, openiugs
miship between exhibited objects,

importance af the large Khimer art room that
s frotn the entrance and onto which the muse-
werge. Lhus the waorks are linked inan artistic
it is passible o pereeive between them rela-
hvare indispensable o the understanding of
ires, AL the same time, in this way the visitor
their hearings,

an the necessiiy of estabilishing spatial links,
1ces hetween the floors which extend the view
i to anather, thanks 1o the voids created
avels, T this way vertical liaisons were devel-
flank of the [ndia gallery, one can with an
view the heights of Tibet. This breakthrough
velupment of a large plan for a staggered pre-
srks, e vertical dimension of the space. thus
{the use of light. bong into teliet e sculpture
n1the wall Sinnlaely, o openmg o the cethog
e cotlection provides o setse of depth to the
g into the gallery of the uppet level devoted 1o
> oa wall climbs ap o the flour given over to
Lo evokmy hollwed vue cliffs, Tt is the whole
lery that upens itselt out to visitors ta allow
clate the scale of Chinese civilisation. Finally,
llections from Japan, Korea and China con-
d the central patio, oftfering o view of three
1asingle prism.

perspectives: gain height: escipe the restric-
Nt fouts; vapiure poitts of view, arrange pre-
ahlish affinities between works; unify the
Varoud the Targe Khiner room and around a
kvwards: 1o balanee the entire building by
arge stairs placed sviumetrically inthe rotun-
s ahall o the ground fioor: these are expres-
sire to create accessible conuections, One is
en it comes to Asian art, the positioning of the
tures, paintings, ceramics), the area they
[ that surrounds them. is of uttmost impor-
ek we hive given thought te everything: in
der glass, separation atd appusitions, repeti-

thorts dnd e essoviations Somenmes, it is the sculpture
chllectioms wineh oo heer atriangen, sontetimes different
aligerents. always o the spuat of acration: in constellations
and in more ordered lavans

Frjuallv, the lasye ground-Ooot room is not anly an exhi-
hition space toe Alimet s ins also, fike the courtyard that
lies above it the moseem's lieart, its breath, the lung
throurgh witehy entire collevtions can be beheld. It is this
space that is sHared by the Asian world.

We considesed Angkor Vat, the huildings of Banteay Srei
or vven Anghar Thom: o1l sculptures appear there next to
sieeessive stone facades and in relation to architectures
ante which bdlustrades, pavilions, galleries and mountain
temples. tarashaped towers and extraordinarily exuberant
cancretions are overlaid. The artists’ genius shines forth in
the bas-refivts and in the way in which the sculprure
emerges: fine, delicate reliefs and exuberant bas-reliefs,
high-reliefs antd very high-reliets, round knobs which are ke
the avant-garde ot o stene tacade, This is the reasan tor
which, even though we had trfangular pediments coverning
the entrances of the pavilions, we opted to fix them on a
wall, a solid facade, rather than displaying them in an isolat-
ed mannoer. Tt is for practical reasons that it seems preferable
to 1wsett thew in relief, on the facing of & wall marking the
hollow of & dour which they crown. Before this frontispiece,
the protruding figures appear as the avant-garde of the sub-
ject o which they are i relief. One can never adequately
enmphisese the advantage of making the most of natural light
- the curitors gave us great encouragement in this respect,
withor detcacting trom the becessay 1o cotrect it to divert
ot voneeal 45 souree, tr work 1is itensity, through a
canopy, tiough cuttains, through reflections an the walls or
even s i te gallery set aswde tor China, through the depth
of the settings of the Lirge windows on either side of which
display cases are placed. Devices which, like others, thus
create machines of luminesity through which it is possible
o modulate not anly the intensity of light but also its tone,
its grain, Its matt or gloss qualities. We can see, therefore,
that whatever the degrer of abstraction required by museog-
raphy, It Is sometimes usetul to make reference, covertly, to
an elsewhere, an outside, to the courtyard which, crowning
the whoele. will he a lantern. So, in Jupanese, Korean, and
Central Asian gallery, it is a tree, a sky, which mingles with
the work.

To be attentive to the coherence of the pathways, to the
case of the flinerany, w give the space its openness, to offer
the visiter paths as silky as the admirable materials that
aecompany the paintings and that we will be allowed to
admire: this is, we think. to remain faithful to cultures the
ieast of whose works provides a veritable breath of fresh air
for aur inner life of thought and feeling,

DB Officials Quit, Protest

Inadequate Safeguards

nor officials guit the Asian Development
BY in July this year over the dilution of envi-
al and resettlement policy, telggering a crisis

als were part of the sateguard poelicy update
had been working to vvolve a new safeguard
nt. Carrently ADB'S sufepuird policies con-
Jistinet clements: policies on inveluntary
nvirohinent and the indigenous people. The
tement will e overarching, which ADB says
aster implementation,
1 ADB suurces, a directar in the environment
eguard division invited another specialist,
nvolved with the update and is considered
SOCICTY BEotps, [0 FUIoL e Some strong rec-
soespeciildly on policy dssttes relating o
nd indigenmis people, without intormimg
~huch pat together the i drate
aeir position, the officials said ina joint res-
Tosve nnotedd thad o third party was request-
rtment of regional and sustainable develap-
e those parts of the sateguard policy elabo-
settlement spevialists of the safeguard poli-
teant. ..owe regard this document not o be
ality for disclosure to the public,”
sion recommended provision of prior infor-
ected people about rights as also their
planning, implementation, monitoring and
Lso miandated local consent for compensa-
tlement, These have been watered down,
mimendations are based on the bank’s own
he draft also suggested the principle of

Richard Mahapatra

This was changed to a ‘replacement value’ principle,
meaning depreciated valuation of assets. Similarly, it rec-
oimntended independent evaluation twice a year, to evalu-
ate eotupliance ind in case of sustained failure, biocking of
payiaents and cancellation of eperations. This has been
toned down to withholding of payiments for specific pro-
ject components.

In a statement to NGOs, ADB has denied allegations.
More than 20 civil suciety groups are, however, opposing
this initiative as a dilution of ADR's already inetfective
environmental and resettiement policies. “ADB doesn’t
have a great track record of implementing these policies.
When key members of the bank closely involved with the
update process resign, it doesn't provide us with much
contidence that things are moving in the right direction,”
sity s Shetali Sharnne of Bank Intormation Centre, an advo-
viey group that monitors multilaterad agencies. “Overall,
the carlier version is mueh stronger than the changed one.
At retains o higher level of specificity in the language that
miakes clear both what is ragttired 1 comply with the poli-
¢y and the reasons tor which such measures are required,”
says Joanna Levitt of International Accountability Project,
based in Berkeley, California. who has, read both the drafts.

Critically. ADB’s Operation Evaluation Department
stuely in 2006 found the bank underestimating numbers of
project-atfected peaple by 65 per cent. An evaluation study
on emvironmental safeguards, released in July 2007, also
puinted vut inconsistencies in meeting its own safeguards,
“As a part of this study, an "internal desk study' of 15 pro-
fects found that ‘the resettlement processes and outcomes
are uuiformly unsatisfacton”," says Souporno Lahir of
People's Forum against ADB, a coalition of civil society



