~. capacity 'of our 3000 plus colleges is 4.3 la

. lcfges in the capital have about 10,000 seats but the nuniber
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_Creating.Social Divides \ -
" We have written often about the me s'in the educatio
sector. Now we have more statistics to prove this because\.
about 1.34 lakh students who have passed the S5C exam .

.this year will not be able to find seats in colliFes. Thie total’
15 whereas a'

total number of 5,97 [akhs. passed the exam. The top col-

GPA-5 scorers alone are more than 25,0007 In other
words the increase in the number of educational instilu-
.tions has not kept pace with the increase in the-student
population. ‘ e . ‘ : S

~ -That there is a dearth of good colleges is evident fromi,
the throng of students seeking admission even for the
moderately good colleges in the capital. With thousands of
students vying for a place in a handful of reputed colleges
of the country, the competition for admission has become '+
fierce. Onlya handful of well-known colleges in Dhaka -
will be able ta take some 10,000 students from among.ilie
35,000, + that secured the perfect grade point. Qutside
Dhaka there has not been any significant effort to raise the
standard of ediication in schools-and colleges in the rural
areas’ althqiigh it is established that education, coupled
with healt_ﬁi_;lplayda pivotal role in raising theé living stan-
dard of people, - ' ' _ ¥

When eddcatipnal institutions in rural areas lack re-
Sources and qualified teachers to ensure students can at- -
tain a minimum level that would énable them to compete
at_higher levels, it ¢anicome as no surprise that rural
schools arerfalling “hehir d_urban areas in"terms of stan-
'dards."Qf ¢ourse maiy of these institutions were report-
edly establislied to serve the political interests of influen-
tial individuals, therefore these schools couldn’t serve the
purpose of im(;;arting education: Successive governments’
apathy towards schools and colleges in the periphery has
-only succeeded in turning the education systém into a 1ool-
‘that has perpetuated the appalling ine uity that is pre-
vailing among the people. If indivi uais have to be at cer-
tain locations and wealthy enough ta'be able to buy edu-
cation for their wards, it is a serious rfel]r:(_;l;iﬁh on the abil-
ity of the state to provide. . . . .

" Havingthree different streams of education at primary
and secondary lévels does not help.. The three streams are
Bangla medium, English medium schools and mad rasahs!
Most Bengali medium schools, with, the exceptivn of a
handful, are poorly run. This leads to the current scramble
we see for admission 10 the English medium scheols. Bu o
‘such a divide in education cannot be good for a nation
bent on providing standard education to its peopie. .

Madrasah education is popular among a certain group
of ]f'eoplé because it lays emphasis on religion which many
feel to be lacking in other schools but theﬁack of emphasis

" on physical sciences and other subjects that help to create -

i

the kind of human resource a nation needs in the 21%,
Century often excludes students from getting ahéad in the

-.modern world thus many educationists feel the need for

integrating the three systems. But English medium schools

- will resist this because they focus on building up students -

for admission into colleges and universities abroad.

If education is not what it used to be. we have no one
to blame but curselves because instead of adopting new
methods offeaching we depended on the traditional, texi-
book-oriefited, teac ling. But theoretical teachiiig has un-
dergone vhst changes in the advanced countries and those
developing nations that adopted the new methods were
able to' improve the quality of their workforce and gain
economic Erow,th. In other words the, whole. concept of
-education has changed and is today conceived as a train-

-ing centre for {uture manpower resources.

The scope for acquiring need-based technical and vo-
cational education in the country is insufficient compared -,
to the démand. There are’emergirig'sectors in the economy.

-‘that have created the need for specialised education but
, opportunities are very limited, notwithstanding that the -

.acci_l.xisition of specialised education has a vital linkage .
" it

) the expansion of these prospective sectors. Thus the®
‘case is very styong for the government to reorient its poli- :
.cies in favour of broad-basing the education system. Just a

. look at the education sector would convince anybody that
it lacks a policy direction. Obviously the important aim of

having an educated and skilled population has not found

place In the thinking of those who run the affairs of thix
state but the education divide is creating social divides anfd -
eradicating this is important. - : :
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